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PREFACE

These volumes of West’s Texas Statutes and Codes include, in
compact and convenient form, the text of all the general and perma-
nent laws of the State of Texas enacted through the Regular Session
and First Called Session of the 63rd Legislature, and the Texas Con-
stitution, as amended through November 6, 1973.

The laws in West’s Texas Statutes and Codes are under the same
classification as Vernon’s Annotated Texas Statutes and Vernon’s
Texas Codes Annotated. Therefore, the user of this edition may go
" from any article or section herein to the same article or section in the
annotated editions, where the complete constructions of the laws by
the state and federal courts, historical data relative to the origin and
development of the law, and other helpful research aids, are conveni-
ently available.

Scopé of Volumes

Volume 1 contains the Constitution of the State of Texas; the
Business and Commerce Code; the Education Code; the Family Code;
the Penal Code; Penal Auxiliary Laws (Liquor Control Act; Game,
Fish and Oysters); the Code of Criminal Procedure; and the Water
Code. The Business and Commerce, Education, Family, Penal and
Water Codes are units of the Texas Legislative Council’s on-going
statutory revision program, authorized by Civil Statutes, Art. 5429b—1.

Volume 2 contains the Business Corporation Act; Title 32, Cor-
porations, of the Civil Statutes; the Election Code; the Insurance
Code; Title 78, Insurance, of the Civil Statutes; the Probate Code;
and Title 122, Taxation, and Title 122A, Taxation-General, of the
Civil Statutes.

Volumes 8 to 5 contain the balance of the text of the Civil Statutes.

Tables

Disposition Tables are provided following each Code and through-
out the Civil Statutes, providing a means of tracing repealed subject
matter to parallel provisions.

Special laws pertaining to education and water, which were nei-
ther repealed by, nor incorporated into, the Education and Water
Codes, are tabulated following the respective Codes.

Additionally, Disposition Table 2 of the Penal Code shows the
new official citations or classifications of unrepealed articles of the
Texas Penal Code of 1925. '

III



PREFACE

Indexes

A separate detailed descriptive word Index follows the Constitu-
tion, each Code and the Penal Auxiliary Laws to facilitate the search
- for specific provisions found therein. Laws in the Civil Statutes may
be located by means of the Topical Index at the end of Volume 5.

THE PUBLISHER
November, 1974
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

STATE OF TEXAS 1876

Adopted February 15, 1876

As amended to November 6, 1973

Article
Preamble.
1. Bill of Rights.
11. The Powers of Government.
I11. Legislative Department.
1V. Executive Department.
V. Judicial Department.

V1. Suffrage.
Vil. Education.
" VIII. Taxation and Revente.
IX. Counties.

X. Railroads.
XI. Municipal Corporations.

XI1. Private Corporations.
XI1il. Spanish and Mexican Land Titles.
X1V. Public Lands and Land Office.
XV. Impeachment.
XVI1. General Provisions.
XVIl. Mode of Amending the Constitution of This

State.

PREAMBLE

. Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God,
the people of the State of Texas, do ordain and
establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE I
BILL OF RIGHTS

Section
Freedom and Sovereignty of State.
Inherent Political Power; Republican Form of Government.
Equal Rights.
. Equality Under the Law.
Religious Tests.
Witnesses not Disqualified by Religious Beliefs; Oaths and
Affirmations.
Freedom of Worship.
Appropriations for Sectarian Purposes.
Freedom of Speech and Press; Libel.
Searches and Seizures.
10. Rights of Accused in Criminal Prosecutions.
11. Bail
11-a. Multiple Convictions; Denial of Bail.
12. Habeas Corpus.
13. Excessive Bail or Fines; Cruel and Unusual Punishment;
Remedy by Due Course of Law.
14. Double Jeopardy.

’ 1 West's Tex.Stats. & Codes—1
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Section

15. Right of Trial by Jury.

15-a. Commitment of Persons of Unsound Mind.

16. Bills of Attainder; Ex Post Facto or Retroactive Laws; Im-
pairing Obligation of Contracts.

17. Taking, Damaging or Destroying Property for Public Use;
Special Privileges and Immunities; Control of Privileges and
Franchises.

18. Imprisonment for Debt. :

19. Deprivation of Life, Liberty, Etc.; Due Course of Law.

20. Outlawry or Transportation for Offence.

21. Corruption of Blood; Forfeiture of Estate; Descent in Case of

Suicide.
Treason.
Right to Keep and Bear Arms.
Military Subordinate to Civil Authority.

- Quartering Soldiers in Houses.

Perpetuities and Monopolies; Primogeniture or Entailments.

Right of Assembly; Petition for Redress of Grievances.

Suspension of Laws.

Provisions of Bill of Rights excepted from Powers of Govern-
ment; to Forever Remain Inviolate.

BRINERER

_That the general, great and essential principles of
liberty and free government may be recognized and
established, we declare:

§ 1. Freedom and Sovereignty of State

“Sec. 1. Texas is a free and independent State,
subject only to the Constitution of the United
States, and the maintenance of our free institutions
and the perpetuity of the Union depend upon the
preservation of the right of local self-government,
unimpaired to all the States.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
§ 2. Inherent Political Power; Republican Form
of Government

Sec. 2. All political power is inherent in the peo-
ple, and all free governments are founded on their
authority, and instituted for their benefit. The
faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to the
preservation of a republican form of government,
and, subject to this limitation only, they have at all
times the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish
their government in such manner as they may think
expedient.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3. Equal Rights

Sec. 8. All free men, when they form a social
compact, have equal rights, and no man, or set of
men, is entitled to exclusive separate public emolu-
ments, or privileges, but in consideration of public
services.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]



Art.1 §3a

§ 3a. Equality Under the Law

Sec. 3a. Equality under the law shall not be de-
nied or abridged because of sex, race, color, creed, or
national origin. This amendment is self-operative.

[Adopted Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 4. Religious Tests

Sec. 4. No religious test shall ever be required as
a qualification to any office, or public trust, in this
State; nor shall any one be excluded from holding
office on account of his religious sentiments, provid-
ed he acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Be-
ing.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 5. Witnesses not Disqualified by Religious Be-
liefs; Oaths and Affirmations

Sec. 5. No person shall be disqualified to give
evidence in any of the Courts of this State on
account of his religious opinions, or for the want of
any religious belief, but all oaths or affirmations
shall be administered in the mode most binding upon
the conscience, and shall be taken subject to the
pains and penalties of perjury.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 6. Freedom of Worship

Sec. 6. All men have a natural and indefeasible
right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences. No man shall be
compelled to attend, erect or support any place of
worship, or to maintain any ministry against his
consent. No human authority ought, in any case
whatever, to control or interfere with the rights of
conscience in matters of religion, and no preference
shall ever be given by law to any religious society or
mode of worship. But it shall be the duty of the
Legislature to pass such laws as may be necessary to
protect equally every religious denomination in the
pﬁ?.ceable enjoyment of its own mode of public wor-
ship.

- [Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§17. Appropfiations for Sectarian Purposes

Sec. 7. No money shall be appropriated, or
drawn from the Treasury for the benefit of any seet,
or religious society, theological or religious semi-
nary; nor shall property belonging to the State be
appropriated for any such purposes.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

‘§ 8. Freedom of Speech and Press; Libel

Sec. 8. Every };\)erson shall be at liberty to speak,
write or publish his opinions on any subject, being
responsible for the abuse of that privilege; and no
law shall ever be passed curtailing the liberty of
speech or of the press. In prosecutions for the
publication of papers, investigating the conduct of
officers, or men in public capacity, or when the
matter Eublished is proper for publiec information,
the truth thereof may be given in evidence. And in
all indictments for libels, the jury shall have the
right to determine the law and the facts, under the
direction of the court, as in other cases.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 9. Searches and Seizures

Sec. 9. The people shall be secure in their per-
sons, houses, papers and possessions, from all unrea-
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sonable seizures or searches, and no warrant to
search any place, or to seize any person or thing,
shall issue without deseribing them as near as may
be, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or
affirmation.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 10. Rights of Accused in Criminal Prosecutions

Sec. 10. In all criminal prosecutions the accused
shall have a speedy public trial by an impartial jury.
He shall have the right to demand the nature and
cause of the accusation against him, and to have a
copy thereof. He shall not be compelled to give
evidence against himself, and shall have the right of
being heard by himself or counsel, or both, shall be
confronted by the witnesses against him and shall
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in
his favor, except that when the witness resides out
of the State and the offense charged is in violation
of any of the anti-trust laws of this State, the
defendant and the State shall have the right to
produce and have the evidence admitted by deposi-
tion, under such rules and laws as the Legislature
may hereafter provide; and no person shall be held
to answer for a criminal offense, unless on an indict-
ment of a grand jury, except in cases in which the
punishment is by fine or imprisonment, otherwise
than in the penitentiary, in cases of impeachment,
and in cases arising in the army or navy, or in the
militia, when in actual service in time of war or
public danger.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1918]

§ 11. Bail

Sec. 11. All prisoners shall be bailable by suffi-
cient sureties, unless for capital offenses, when the
proof is evident; but this provision shall not be so
construed as to prevent bail after indictment found
upon examination of the evidence, in such manner as
may be prescribed by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11-a. Multiple Convictions; Denial of Bail

Sec. 11-a. Any person accused of a felony less
than capital in this State, who has been theretofore
twice convicted of a felony, the second conviction
being subsequent to the first, both in point of time
of commission of the offense and conviction therefor
may, after a hearing, and upon evidence substantial-
ly showing the guilt of the accused, be denied bail
pending trial, by any judge of a court of record or
magistrate in this State; provided, however, that if
the accused is not accorded a trial upon the accusa-
tion within sixty (60) days from the time of his
incarceration upon such charge, the order denying
bail shall be automatically set aside, unless a contin-
uance is obtained upon the motion or request of the
accused; provided, further, that the right of appeal
to the Court of Criminal Appeals of this State is
expressly accorded the accused for a review of any
judgment or order made hereunder,

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1956.]

§ 12. Habeas Corpus

_Sec. 12, The writ of habeas corpus is a writ of
right, and shall never be suspended. The Legisla-
ture shall enact laws to render the remedy speedy
and effectual.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 13. Excessive Bail or Fines; Cruel and Unusual
Eunishment; Remedy by Due Course of
aw,

See. 13. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punish-
ment inflicted. All courts shall be open, and every
person for an injury done him, in his lands, goods,
person or reputation, shall have remedy by due
course of law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 14. Double Jeopardy

Sec. 14. No person, for the same offense, shall be
twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty, nor shall a
person be again Fut upon trial for the same offense,
after a verdict of not guilty in a court of competent
jurisdiction.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 15. Right of Trial by Jury

Sec. 15. The right of trial by jury shall remain
inviolate. The Legislature shall pass such laws as
may be needed to regulate the same, and to main-
tain its purity and efficiency. Provided, that the
Legislature may provide for the temporary commit-
ment, for observation and/or treatment, of mentally
ill persons not charged with a eriminal offense, for a
period of time not to exceed ninety (90) days, by
order of the County Court without the necessity of a
trial by jury.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 24, 1935]
§ 15-a. Commitment of Persons of Unsound

Mind .

Sec. 15-a. No person shall be committed as a
person of unsound mind except on competent medi-
cal or psychiatric testimony. The Legislature ma
enact all laws necessary to provide for the tria{
adjudication of insanity and commitment of persons
of unsound mind and to provide for a method of
appeal from judgments rendered in such cases.
Such laws may provide for a waiver of trial by jury,
in cases where the person under inquiry has not been
charged with the commission of a criminal offense,
by the concurrence of the person under inquiry, or
his next of kin, and an attorney ad litem appointed
by a judge of either the County or Probate Court of
the county where the trial is being held, and shall
provide for a method of service of notice of such
trial upon the person under inquiry and of his right
to demand a trial by jury.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1956.]

§ 16. Bills of Attainder; Ex Post Facto or Retro-
active Laws; Impairing Obligation of Con-
tracts

Sec. 16. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law,
retroactive law, or any law impairing the obligation
of contracts, shall bé made.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 17. Taking, Damaging or Destroying Property
for Public Use; Special Privileges and Im-
munities; Control of Privileges and Fran-
chises

Sec. 17. No person’s property shall be taken,
damaged or destroyed for or applied to public use

Art.1 §25

without adequate compensation being made, unless
by the consent of such person; and, when taken,
except for the use of the State, such compensation
shall be first made, or secured by a deposit of
money; and no irrevocable or uncontrollable grant
of special privileges or immunities, shall be made;
but all privileges and franchises granted by the
Legislature, or created under its authority shall be
subject to the control thereof.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 18. Imprisonment for Debt

Sec. 18. No person shall ever be imprisoned for
debt.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 19. Deprivation of Life, Liberty, Etc.; Due
Course of Law
Sec. 19. No citizen of this State shall be deprived
of life, liberty, property, privileges or immunities, or
in any manner disfranchised, except by the ‘due
course of the law of the land.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 20. Outlawry or Transportation for Offence

Sec. 20. No citizen shall be outlawed, nor shall
any person be transported out of the State for any
offence committed within the same. o
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 21. Corruption of Blood; Forfeiture of Estate;
Descent in Case of Suicide
Sec. 21. No conviction shall work corruption of
blood, or forfeiture of estate, and the estates of
those who destroy their own lives shall descend or
vest as in case of natural death. '
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 22. Treason g

Sec. 22. Treason against the State shall consist
only in levying war against it, or adhering to its
enemies, giving them aid and comfort; and no per-
son shall be convicted of treason except on the
testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or
on confession in open court.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 23. Right to Keep and Bear Arms

Sec. 23. Every citizen shall have the right to
keep and bear arms in the lawful defence of himself
or the State; but the Legislature shall have power,
by law, to regulate the wearing of arms, with a view
to prevent crime.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 24. Military Subordinate to Civil Authority

Sec. 24. The military shall at all times be subor-
dinate to the civil authority. .
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 25. Quartering Soldiers in Houses

Sec. 25. No soldier shall in time of peace be
quartered in the house of any citizen without the
consent of the owner, nor in time of war but in a
manner prescribed by law.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]



Art.1 §26

§ 26. Perpetuities and Monopolies; Primogeniture
or Entailments
Sec. 26. Perpetuities and monopolies are con-
trary to the genius of a free government, and shall
never be allowed, nor shall the law of primogeniture
or entailments ever be in force in this State.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 27. Right of Assembly; Petition for Redress of
Grievances -

Sec. 27. The citizens shall have the right, in a
peaceable manner, to assemble together for their
common good; and apply to those invested with the
powers of government for redress of grievances or
other purposes, by petition, address or remonstrance.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 28. Suspension of Laws

Sec. 28. No power of suspending laws in this
State shall be exercised except by the Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 29. Provisions of Bill of Rights excepted from
Powers of Government; to Forever Re-
main Inviolate

Sec. 29. To guard against transgressions of the

high powers herein delegated, we declare that every-

thing in this “Bill of Rights” is excepted out of the
general powers of government, and shall forever
remain inviolate, and ali laws contrary thereto, or to
the following provisions, shall be void.

fAdopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

ARTICLE I
THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

Section

1. Division of Powers; Three Separate Departments; Exercise of .

Power Properly Attached to Other Departments.

Division of Powers; Three Separate Depart-
ments; Exercise of Power Properly At-
tached to Other Departments

Sec. 1. The powers of the Government of the
State of Texas shall be divided into three distinct
departments, each of which shall be confided to a
separate body of magistracy, to wit: Those which
are Legislative to one; those which are Executive to
another, and those which are Judicial to another;
and no person, or collection of persons, being of one
of these departments, shall exercise any power prop-
erly attached to either of the others, except m the
instances herein expressly permltted
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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ARTICLE III
- LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

Section

1. Senate and House of Representatives,

Membership of Senate and House of Representatives.
Election and term of office of Senators.

Election and term of members of House of Representatives.
Meetings; Order of Business.

Qualifications of Senator.

oomwe
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7. Qualifications of Representatives.

8. Each. House Judge of Qualifications and Electlon, Contests.

9. President Pro Tempore of Senate; Speaker of House of Repre-
sentatives. -

10. Quorum; Adjournments from Day to Day; Compelling At-

" tendance.

11. Rules of Procedure; Expulsion of Member.

12. Journals of Proceedings; Entering Yeas and Nays

13. Vacancies; Writs of Election.

14. Privileged from Arrest.

15. Disrespectful or Disorderly Conduet; Obstruction of Proceed-
ings.

16. Open Sessions.

17. Adjournments.

18. Ineligibility for other Offices; Interest in Contracts

19. Ineligibility of Persons holding other Offices.

20. Collectors of Taxes; Persons entrusted with Public Money;
Ineligibility.

21. Words spoken in Debate. )

22. Disclosure of Private Interest in Measure or Bill; Not to Vote.

23. Removal from District or County from which Elected.

24. Compensation and Expenses of members of Legislature; Du-
ration of Sessions.

25. Senatorial Districts.

26. Apportionment of members of House of Representatives.

26-a. Counties with More than Seven Representatives.

27. Elections.

28. Time for Apportionment; Apportionment by Legislative Re-
districting Board.

PROCEEDINGS

29. Enacting Clause of Laws.

30. Laws Passed by Bill; Amendments Changing Purpose.

31. Origination in either House; Amendment.

32. Reading on Three Several Days; Suspension of Rule,

33. Revenue Bills.

34. Defeated Bills and Resolutions.

35. Subjects and Titles of Bills.

36. Revival or Amendment by Reference; Re-enactment and Pub-
lication at Length.

87. Reference to Committee and Report.

38. Signing Bills and Joint Resolutions; Entry on Journals.

89. Time of taking Effect of Laws; Emergencies; Entry on
Journal. ' )

40. Special Sessions; Subjects of Legislation; Duration.

41. Elections by Senate and House of Representatives.

REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS

42. Repealed.

43. Revision of Laws.

44, Compensation of Public Officers, Servants, Agents and Con-
tractors; Extra Compensation; Unauthorized Claims; Un-
authorized Employment.

45. Change of Venue in Civil and Criminal Cases.

46. Repealed. - ;

47. Lotteries and Gift Enterpnses

48. Taxes; Restrictions on Levy; Permissible Purposes.

48-a. Fund for Retirement, Disability and Death Benefits for Em-
ployees of Public Schools, Colleges and Universities.

48-b. Teacher Retirement System of Texas.

48-d. Rural Fire Prevention Districts.

49. State Debts.

49-a. Financial Statement and Esumate by Comptroller of Publlc
Accounts; Limitation of Appropnatlons, Bonds

49-b. Veterans’ Land Program.

49-c. Texas Water Development Board; Bond Issue; Texas Water
Development Fund.

49-d. Acquisition and Development of Water Storage Facxhtles,
Filtration, Treatment and Transportation of Water; En-
largement of Reservoirs.

49-d-1. Texas Water Development Bonds; ‘Additional Issue.

49-¢. Texas Park Development Fund.

50. Loan or Pledge of Credit of State.

50-a. State Medical Education Board; State Medical Education

" Fund; Purpose.
50-b. Student Loans.
50-b-1.- Additional Student Loans.
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51. Grants of Public Money Prohibited; Exceptions.

51-a. Assistance Grants and Medical Care for Needy Aged, Dis-
abled and Blind Persons, and Needy Dependent Children;
Federal Funds; Supplemental Appropriations.

51-b. State Building Commission; State Building Fund.

51-b-1. Assistance for Totally and Permanently Disabled Individu-

als.

51~c. Aid or Compensation to Persons Improperly Fined or Impris-
oned.

51-d. Payment of Assistance to Survivors of Law Enforcement
Officers.

51-e. Municipal Retirement Systems and Disability Pensions.

51-f. State-wide Retirement and Disability System for Municipal
Officers and Employees.

51-g. Social Security Coverage of Proprietary Employees of Politi-
cal Subdivisions. ’

52. Counties, Cities, Towns or other Political Corporations or Sub-

divisions; Lending Credit; Grants.

52~a. Blank.

52-b. Loan of State’s Credit or Grant of Public Money for Toll
Road Purposes.

52~c. Blank.

52~d. County or Road District Tax for Road Purposes.

52~e. Payment of Medical Expenses of Law Enforcement Officials.

52—e. Dallas County Bond Issues for Roads and Turnpikes.

53. County or Municipal Authorities; Extra Compensation; Unau-

thorized Claims.

54. Liens on Railroad; Release, Alienation or Change.

55. Release or Extinguishiment of Indebtedness to State, County,

Subdivision or Municipal Corporation.

56. Local and Special Laws.

57. Notice of Intention to Apply for Local or Special Laws.

58. Seat of Government.

59. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance for State Employees.

- 60. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance for Employees of Coun-

ties and other Political Subdivisions.

61. Workmen's Compensation Insurance for Municipal Employees.

61. Minimum Salaries.

62. Continuity of State and Local Governmental Operations.

63. Consolidation of Governmental Functions of Political Subdivi-

sions in Counties of 1,200,000 or More.

64. Consolidation of Governmental Offices and Functions in Coun-

ties and Political Subdivisions.

65. Public Bonds; Interest Rate; Conflicting Rates Repealed.

§ 1. Senate and House of Representatives

Sec. 1. The Legislative power of this State shall
be vested in a Senate and House of Representatives,
which together shall be styled “The Legislature of
the State of Texas.”

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 2. Membership of Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives

Sec. 2. The Senate shall consist of thirty-one
members, and shall never be increased above this
number. The House of Representatives shall consist
of ninety-three members until the first apportion-
ment after the adoption of this Constitution, when
or at any apportionment thereafter, the number of
Representatives may be increased by the Legisla-
ture, upon the ratio of not more than one Represent-
ative for every fifteen thousand inhabitants; provid-
ed, the number of Representatives shall never ex-
ceed one hundred and fifty.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3. Election and term of office of Senators
Sec. 3. The Senators shall be chosen by the qual-

ified electors for the term of four years; but a new

Senate shall be chosen after every apportionment,

and the Senators elected after each apportionment

shall be divided by lot into two classes. The seats of
the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the

Art.3 §7

expiration of the first two years, and those of the
second class at the expiration of four years, so that
one half of the Senators shall be chosen biennially
thereafter. Senators shall take office following
their election, on the day set by law for the conven-
ing of the Regular Session of the Legislature, and
shall serve thereafter for the full term of years to
which elected and until their successors shall have
been elected and qualified.

{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 4. Election and term of members of House of
Representatives

Sec. 4. The Members of the House of Represent-
atives shall be chosen by the qualified electors for
the term of two years. Representatives. shall take
office following their election, on the day set by law
for the convening of the Regular Session of the
Legislature, and shall serve thereafter for the full
term of years to which elected and until their succes-
sors shall have been elected and qualified.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 5. Meetings; Order of Business

Sec. 5. The Legislature shall meet every two
years at such time as may be provided by law and at
other times when convened by the Governor. When
convened in regular session, the first thirty days
thereof shall be devoted to the introduction of biﬁs
and resolutions, acting upon emergency appropria-
tions, passing upon the confirmation of the recess
appointees of the Governor and such emergency
matters as may be submitted by the Governor in
special messages to the Legislature; provided that
during the succeeding thirty days of the regular
session of the Legislature the various committees of
each House shall hold hearings to consider all bills
and resolutions and other matters then pending;
and such emergency matters as may be submitted by
the Governor; provided further that during the fol-
lowing sixty days the Legislature shall act upon such
bills and resolutions as may be then pending and
upon such emergency matters as may be submitted
by the Governor in special messages to the Legisla-
ture; provided, however, either House may other-
wise determine its order of business by an affirma-
tive vote of four-fifths of its membership.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 4, 1930.]

§ 6. Qualifications of Senator

Sec. 6. No person shall be a Senator, unless he be
a citizen of the United States, and, at the time of his
election a qualified elector of this State, and shall
have been a resident of this State five years next
preceding his election, and the last year thereof a
resident of the district for which he shall be chosen,
and shall have attained the age of twenty-six years.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 7. Qualifications of Representatives

Sec. 7. No person shall be a Representative, un-
less he be a citizen of the United States, and, at the
time of his election, a qualified elector of this State,
and shall have been a resident of this State two
years next preceding his election, the last year
thereof a resident of the district for which he shall
be chosen, and shall have attained the age of twen-
ty-one years..

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 8. Each House Judge of Qualifications and
Election; Contests

Sec. 8. Each House shall be the judge of the
qualifications and election of its own members; but
contested elections shall be determined in such man-
ner as shall be provided by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 9. President Pro Tempore of Senate; Speaker of
House of Representatives

Sec. 9. The Senate shall, at the beginning and
close of each session, and at such other times as may
be necessary, elect one of its members President pro
tempore, wﬁo shall perform the duties of the Lieu-
tenant Governor in any case of absence or disability
of that officer, and whenever the said office of
Lieutenant Governor shall be vacant. The House of
Representatives shall, when it first assembles, or-
ganize temporarily, and thereupon. proceed to the
election of a Speaker from its own members; and
each House shall choose its other officers.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 10. Quorum; Adjournments from Day to Day;
Compelling Attendance

Sec. 10. Two-thirds of each House shall consti-
tute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number
may adjourn from day to day, and compel the at-
tendance of absent members, in such manner and
under ‘such penalties as each House may provide.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11. Rules of Procedure; Expulsion of Member

Sec. 11. Each House may determine the rules of
its own proceedings, punish members for disorderly
conduet, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel a
member, but not a second time for the same offence.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 12. Journals of Proceedings; Entering Yeas and
Nays

Sec. 12. Each House shall keep a journal of its
proceedings, and publish the same; and the yeas and
nays of the members of either House on any ques-
tion shall, at the desire of any three members
present, be entered on the journals.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 13. Vacancies; Writs of Election

See. 13. When vacancies occur in either House,
the Governor, or the person exercising the power of
the Governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such
vacancies; and should the Governor fail to issue a
writ of election to fill any such vacancy within
twenty days after it occurs, the returning officer of
the district in which such vacancy may have hap-
pened, shall be authorized to order an election for
that purpose.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 14. Privileged from Arrest

Seec. 14. Senators and Representatives shall, ex-
cept in cases of treason, felony, or breach of the
peace, be privileged from arrest during the session
of the Legislature, and in going to and returning
from the same, allowing one day for every twenty
miles such member may reside from the place at
which the Legislature is convened.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 15. Disrespectful or Disorderly Conduct; Ob-

struction of Proceedings

Sec. 15. Each House may punish, by imprison-
ment, during its sessions, any person not a member,
for disrespectful or disorderly conduct in its pres-
ence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings; pro-
vided, such imprisonment shall not, at any one time,
exceed forty-eight hours.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 16. Open Sessions

Sec. 16. The sessions of each House shall be
open, except the Senate when in Executive session.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

1 § 17. Adjournments

Sec. 17. Neither House shall, without the con-
sent of the other, adjourn for more than three days,
nor to any other place than that where the Legisla-
ture may be sitting.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 18. Ineligibility for other Offices; Interest in

Contracts
Sec. 18. No Senator or Representative shall, dur-
ing the term for which he was elected, be eligible to
(1) any civil office of profit under this State which

- shall have been created, or the emoluments of which

may have been increased, during such term, or (2)
any office or place, the appointment to which may
be made, in whole or in part, by either branch of the
Legislature; provided, however, the fact that the
term of office of Senators and Representatives does
not end precisely on the last day of December but
extends a few days into January of the succeeding
ear shall be considered as de minimis, and the
meligibility herein created shall terminate on the
last day in December of the last full calendar year of
the term for which he was elected. No member of
either House shall vote for any other member for
any office whatever, which may be filled by a vote
of the Legislature, except in such cases as are in this
Constitution provided, nor shall any member of the
Legislature be interested, either directly or indirect-
ly, in any contract with the State, or any county
thereof, authorized by any law passed during the
term for which he was elected.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 5, 1963.]

§ 19. Ineligibility of Persons holding other Offices

Sec. 19. No judge of any court, Secretary of
State, Attorney General, clerk of any court of
record, or any person holding a luerative office un-
der -the United States, or this State, or any foreign
government shall during the term for which he is
elected or appointed, be eligible to the Legislature.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 20. Collectors of Taxes; Persons entrusted with
Public Money; Ineligibility

Sec. 20. No person who at any time may have
been a collector of taxes, or who may have been
otherwise entrusted with public money, shall be eli-
gible to the Legislature, or to any office of profit or
trust under the State government, until he shall
have obtained a discharge for the amount of such
collections, or for all public moneys with which he
may have been entrusted.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 21. Words spoken in Debate

Sec. 21. No member shall be questioned in any
(ﬁther place for words spoken in debate in either
ouse. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876

§ 22. Disclosure of Private Interest in Measure or
Bill; Not to Vote

_ Sec. 22. A member who has a personal or private
interest in any measure or bill, proposed, or pending
before the Legislature, shall disclose the fact to the
House, of which he is a member, and shall not vote
thereon.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 23. Removal from District or County from which
Elected

Sec. 23. If any Senator or Representative re-
move his residence from the district or county for
which he was elected, his office shall thereby become
vacant, and the vacancy shall be fiiled as provided in
section 13 of this article.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876

§ 24. Compensation and Expenses of members of
Legislature; Duration of Sessions

Sec. 24. Members of the Legislature shall receive
from the Public Treasury an annual salary of not
exceeding Four Thousand, Eight Hundred Dollars
($4,800) per year and a per diem of not exceeding
Twelve Dollars ($12) per day for the first one hun-
dred and twenty (120) days only of each Regular
Session and for thirty (30) days of each Special
Session of the Legislature. No Regular Session shall
be of longer duration than one hundred and forty
(140) days.

In addition to the per diem the Members of each
House shall be entitled to mileage in going to and
returning from the seat of government, which mile-
age shall not exceed Two Dollars and Fifty Cents
($2.50) for every twenty-five (25) miles, the distance
to be computed by the nearest and most direct route
of travel, from a table of distances prepared by the

Comptroller to each county seat now or hereafter to.

be established; no Member to be entitled to mileage
for any extra Session that may be called within one
(1) day after the adjournment of the Regular or
Called Session.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 4, 1930; Nov. 2,
1954; Nov. 8, 1960.]

§ 25. Senatorial Districts

Sec. 25. The State shall be divided into Senatori-

al Districts of contiguous territory according to the
number of qualified electors, as nearly as may be,
and each district shall be entitled to elect one Sena-
tor; and no single county shall be entitled to more
than one Senator.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 26. Apportionment of members of House of Rep-
resentatives

Sec. 26. The members of the House of Repre-
sentatives shall be apportioned among the several
counties, according to the number of population in
each, as nearly as may be, on a ratio obtained by
dividing the population of the State, as ascertained
by the most recent United States census, by the

Art.3 §28

number of members of which the House is com-
posed; provided, that whenever a single county has
sufficient population to be entitled to a Representa-
tive, such county shall be formed into a separate
Representative District, and when two or more coun-
ties are required to make up the ratio of representa-
tion, such counties shall be contiguous to each other;
and when any one county. has more than sufficient
population to be entitled to one or more Representa-
tives, such Representative or Representatives shall
be apportioned to such county, and for any surplus
of population it may be joined in a Representative
District with any other contiguous county or coun-
ties.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 26 ~a. Counties with More than Seven Repre-
sentatives
Sec. 26-a. Provided however, that no ecounty

shall be entitled to or have under any apportionment
more than seven (7) Representatives unless the pop-
ulation of such ecounty shall exceed seven hundred
thousand (700,000) people as ascertained by the most
recent United States Census, in which event such
county shall be entitled to one additional Represent-
ative for each one hundred thousand (100,000) popu-
lation in excess of seven hundred thousand (700,000)
population as shown by the latest United States
Census; nor shall any district be created which
would permit any county to have more than seven
(7) Representatives except under the conditions set
forth above.

[Adopted Nov. 3, 1936.]

§ 27. Elections

Sec. 27. Elections for Senators and Representa-
tives shall be general throughout the State, and shall
be regulated by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 28. Time for Apportionment; Apportionment by
Legislative Redistricting Board

Sec. 28. The Legislature shall, at its first regular
session after the publication of each United States
decennial census, apportion the state into senatorial
and representative districts, agreeable to the provi-
sions of Sections 25, 26, and 26—a of this Article. In
the event the Legislature shall at any such first
regular session following the publication of a United
States decennial census, fail to make such apportion-
ment, same shall be done by the Legislative Redis-
tricting Board of Texas, which is hereby created,
and shall be composed of five (5) members, as fol-
lows: The Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the Attorney General, the
Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Commission-
er of the General Land Office, a majority of whom
shall constitute a quorum. Said Board shall assem-
ble in the City. of Austin within ninety (90) days
after the final adjournment of such regular session.
The Board shall, within sixty (60) days after assem-
bling, apportion the state into senatorial and repre-
sentative districts, or into senatorial or representa-
tive districts, as the failure of action of such Legisla-
ture may make necessary. Such apportionment
shall be in writing and signed by three 233% or more of
the members of the Board duly acknowledged as the
act and deed of such Board, and, when so executed
and filed with the Secretary of State, shall have
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force and effect of law. Such apportionment shall
become effective at the next succeeding statewide
general election. The Supreme Court of Texas shall
have jurisdiction to compel such Commission to per-
form its duties in accordance with the provisions of
this section by writ of mandamus or other extraordi-
nary writs conformable to the usages of law. The
Legislature shall provide necessary funds for clerical
and technical aid and for other expenses incidental
to the work of the Board, and the Lieutenant Gover-
nor and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall be entitled to receive per diem and travel
expense during the Board’s session in the same man-
ner and amount as they would receive while attend-
ing a special session of the Legislature. This
amendment shall become effective January 1, 1951.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.. Amended Nov. 2, 1948.]

PROCEEDINGS

§ 29. Enacting Clause of Laws

Sec. 29. The enacting clause of all laws shall be:
“Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Texas.”

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 30. Laws Passed by Bill; Amendments Chang-
ing Purpose
Sec. 30. No law shall be passed, except by bill,
and no bill shall be so amended in its passage
through either House, as to change its original pur-
pose.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 31. Origination in either House; Amendment

Sec. 31. Bills may originate in either House, and,
when passed by such House, may be amended, al-
tered or rejected by the other.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 32. Reading on Three Several Days; Suspension
of Rule ’

Sec. 32. No bill shall have the force of a law,
until it has been read on three several days in each
House, and free discussion allowed thereon; but in
cases of imperative public necessity (which necessity
shall be stated in a preamble or in the body of the
bill) four-fifths of the House, in which the bill may
be pending, may suspend this rule, the yeas and nays
being taken on the question of suspension, and en-
tered upon the journals.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 33. Revenue Bills

Sec. 383. All bills for raising revenue shall origi-
nate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate
may amend or reject them as other bills.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 34. Defeated Bills and Resolutions

Sec. 34. After a bill has been considered and
defeated by either House of the Legislature, no bill
containing the same substance, shall be passed into a
law during the same session. After a resolution has
been acted on and defeated, no resolution containing
the same substance, shall be considered at the same
session.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

CONSTITUTION

§ 35. Subjects and Titles of Bills

Sec. 35. No bill, (except general appropriation
bills, which may embrace the various subjects and
accounts, for and on account of which moneys are
appropriated) shall contain more than one subject,
which shall be expressed in its title. But if any
subject shall be embraced in an act, which shall not
be expressed in the title, such act shall be void onlgf
as to so much thereof, as shall not be so expressed.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 36. Revival or Amendment by Reference; Re-en-
actment and Publication at Length

Sec. 36. No law shall be revived or amended by
reference to its title; but in such case the act
revived, or the section or sections amended, shall be
re-enacted and published at length.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.] .

§ 37. Reference to Committee and Report

Sec. 37. No bill shall be considered, unless it has
been first referred to a committee and reported
thereon, and no bill shall be passed which has not
been presented and referred to and reported from a
committee at least three days before the final ad-
journment of the Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 38. Signing Bills and Joint Resolutions; Entry
on Journals

Sec. 38. The presiding officer of each House
shall, in the presence of the House over which he
presides, sign all bills and joint resolutions passed by
the Legislature, after their titles have been publicly
read before signing; and the fact of signing shall be
entered on the journals.

‘[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 39. Time of taking Effect of Laws; Emergen-
cies; Entry on Journal

Sec. 39. No law passed by the Legislature, ex-
cept the general appropriation act, shall take effect
or go into force until ninety days after the adjourn-
ment of the session at which it was enacted, unless
in case of an emergency, which emergency must be
expressed in a preamble or in the body of the act,
the Legislature shall, by a vote of two-thirds of ali
the members elected to each House, otherwise di-
rect; said vote to be taken by yeas and nays, and
entered upon the journals.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 40. Special Sessions;
Duration

_ Sec. 40. When the Legislature shall be convened
in special session, there shall be no legislation upon
subjects other than those designated in the procla-
mation of the Governor calling such session, or
presented to them by the Governor; and no such
session shall be of longer duration than thirty days.
{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 4L

Subjects of Legislation;

Elections by Senate and House of Represent-
atives

Sec. 41. In all elections by the Senate and House
of Representatives, jointly or separately, the vote
shall be given viva voce, except in the election of
their officers. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS
§ 42. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 43. Revision of Laws

Sec. 43. The first session of the Legislature un-
der this Constitution shall provide for revising, di-
gesting and publishing the laws, civil and criminal;
and a like revision, digest and publication may be
made every ten years thereafter; provided, that in
the adoption of and giving effect to any such digest
or revision, the Legislature shall not be limited by
sections 35 and 36 of this Article.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 44. Compensation of Public Officers, Servants,
Agents and Contractors; Extra Compensa-
tion; Unauthorized Claims; Unauthorized
Employment i

Sec. 44. The Legislature shall provide by law for
the compensation of all officers, servants, agents
and public contractors, not provided for in this Con-
stitution, but shall not grant extra compensation to
any officer, agent, servant, or public contractors,
after such public service shall have been performed
or contract entered into, for the performance of the
same; nor grant, by appropriation or otherwise, any
amount of money out of the Treasury of the State,
to any individual, on a claim, real or pretended,
when the same shall not have been provided for by
pre-existing law; nor employ any one in the name of
the State, unless authorized by pre-existing law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 45. Change of Venue in Civil and Criminal Cases
Sec. 45. The power to change the venue in civil

and criminal cases shall be vested in the courts, to be

exercised in such manner as shall be provided by

law; and the Legislature shall pass laws for that

purpose.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876

§ 46. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 47. Lotteries and Gift Enterprises

Sec. 47. The Legislature shall pass laws prohibit-
ing the establishment of lotteries and gift enterpris-
es in this State, as well as the sale of tickets in
lotteries; gift enterprises or other evasions involving
the lottery principle, established or existing in other
States.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 48. Taxes; Restrictions on Levy;
Purposes

Sec. 48. The Legislature shall not have the right
to levy taxes or impose burdens upon the people,
except to raise revenue sufficient for the economical
administration of the government, in which may be
included the following purposes:

The payment of all interest upon the bonded debt
of the State;

The erection and repairs of public buildings;

The benefit of the sinking fund, which shall not be
more than two per eentum of the public debt; and
for the payment of the present floating debt of the
State, including matured bonds for the payment of
which the sinking fund is inadequate;

Permissible

Art.3 §48-D

The support of public schools, in which shall be
included colleges and universities established by the
State; and the maintenance and support of the
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas;

_ The payment of the cost of assessing and collect-
ing the revenue; and the payment o% all officers,
agents and employees of the State Government, and
all incidental expenses connected therewith;

The support of the Blind Asylum, the Deaf and
Dumb Asylum and the Insane Asylum, the State
Cemetery and the public grounds of the State;

The enforcement of quarantine regulations on the
coast of Texas;

The protection of the frontier.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 48-a. Fund for Retirement, Disability and
Death Benefits for Employees of Public
Schools, Colleges and Universities

Sec. 48-a. In addition to the powers given the
Legislature under Section 48, Article III, it shall
have the right to levy taxes to establish a fund to
provide retirement, disability and death benefits for
persons employed in the public schools, colleges and
universities supported wholly or partly by the state;
provided that the amount contributed by the state to
such fund each gear shall be equal to the aggregate
amount required by law to be paid into the fund by
such employees, and shall not exceed at any time six
per centum (6%) of the compensation paid each such
person by the state and/or school districts; and
provided that no person shall be eligible for retire-
ment who has not rendered ten (10) years of credita-
ble service in such employment, and in no case shall
any person retire before either attaining the age
fifty-five (55) or completing thirty (30) years of
creditable service, but shall be entitled to refund of
moneys paid into the fund.

Moneys coming into such fund shall be managed
and invested as provided in Section 48b of Section
IIT of the Constitution of Texas; provided a suffi-
cient sum shall be kept on hand to meet payments as
they become due each year under such retirement
plan, as may be provided by law; and provided that
the recipients of such retirement fund shall not be
eligible for any other state pension retirement funds
or direct aid from the State of Texas, unless such
other state pension or retirement fund, contributed
by the state, is released to the State of Texas as a
condition to receiving such other pension aid; pro-
viding, however, that this Section shall not amend,
alter, or repeal Section 63 of Article 16 of the
Constitution of Texas as adopted November, 1954, or
any enabling legislation passed pursuant thereto.
[Adopted Nov. 3, 1936. Amended Nov. 6, 1956; Nov. 5,
1968.] ’

§ 48-b. Teacher Retirement System of Texas

Sec. 48-b. There is hereby created as as agency
of the State of Texas the Teacher Retirement Sys-
tem of Texas, the rights of membership in which,
the retirement privileges and benefits thereunder,
and the management and operations of which shall
be governed by the provisions herein contained and
by present or hereafter enacted Acts of the Legisla-
ture not inconsistent herewith. The general admin-
istration and responsibility for the proper operation
of said system are hereby vested in a State Board of
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Trustees, to be known as the State Board of Trus-
tees of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas,
which Board shall be constituted and shall serve as
may now or hereafter be provided by the Legisla-
ture. Said Board shall exercise such powers as are
herein provided together with such other powers and
duties not inconsistent herewith as may be pre-
scribed by the Legislature. All moneys from what-
ever source coming into the Fund to provide retire-
ment, disability, and death benefits for persons em-
ployed in the public schools, colleges, and universi-
ties supported wholly or partly by the state and all
other securities, moneys, and assets of the Teacher
Retirement System of Texas shall be administered
by said Board and said Board shall be the trustees
thereof. The Treasurer of the State of Texas shall
be custodian of said moneys and securities. Said
Board is hereby authorized and empowered to ac-
quire, hold, manage, purchase, sell, assign, trade,
transfer, and dispose of any securities, evidences of
debt, and other investments in which said securities,
moneys, and assets have been or may hereafter be
invested by said Board. Said Board is hereby autho-
rized and empowered to invest and reinvest any of
said moneys, securities, and assets, as well as the

proceeds of any of such investments, in bonds, notes,

or other evidences of indebtedness issued, or as-
sumed or guaranteed in whole or in part, by
the United States or any agency of the United
States, or by the State of Texas, or by any county,
city, school district, municipal corporation, or
other political subdivision of the State of Texas,
both general and special obligations; or in home
office facilities to be used in administering the
Teacher Retirement System including land, equip-
ment, and office building; or in such corporation
bonds, notes, other evidences or indebtedness,
and corporation stocks, including common and pre-
ferred stocks, of any corporation created or existing
under the laws of the United States or of any of
the states of the United States, as said Board may
deem to be proper investments; provided that in
making each and all of such investments said
"Board shall exercise the judgment and care under
the circumstances then prevailing which men of
-ordinary prudence, discretion, and intelligence exer-
cise in the management of their own affairs, not in
regard to speculation but in regard to the permanent
disposition' of their funds, considering the probable
income therefrom as well as probable safety of their
capital; and further provided, that a sufficient sum
shall be kept on hand to meet payments as they
become due each year under such retirement plan, as
may now or hereafter be provided by law. Unless
investments authorized herein are hereafter further
restricted by an Act of the Legislature, no more
than one per cent (1%) of the book value of the total
assets of the Teacher Retirement System shall be
invested in the stock of any one (1) corporation, nor
shall more than five per cent (5%) of the voting
stock of any one (1) corporation be owned; and
provided further, that stocks eligible for purchase
shall be restricted to stocks of companies incorporat-
ed within the United States which have paid cash
dividends for ten (10) consecutive years or longer
immediately prior to the date of purchase and which,
except for bank stocks and insurance stocks, are
listed upon an exchange registered with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission or its successors; and
provided further, that so long as less than $500,000,-
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000 of said Fund is invested in the government and
municipal securities enumerated above, not more
than thirty-three and one-third per cent (33%%) of
the Fund shall be invested at any given time In
common stocks. This Amendment shall be self-en-
acting and shall become effective immediately upon
its adoption without any enabling legislation... This
Section shall not alter, amend or repeal the first
paragraph of Section 48a of Article III of the Con-
stitution of Texas as amended November 6, 1956, or
any legislation passed pursuant thereto. This Sec-
tion shall not alter, amend or repeal the second
paragraph of Section 48a of Article III of the Con-
stitution of Texas as amended November 6, 1956, or
any legislation passed pursuant thereto, except inso-
far as the provisions of the second paragraph of
Section 48a and any legislation passed pursuant
thereto, may limit or restrict the provisions hereof

i and only to the extent of such limitation or restric-
“ tion. '

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1965.]

'§'48—-d. Rural Fire Prevention Districts

Sec. 48—d. The Legislature shall have the power
to provide for the establishment and creation of
rural fire prevention districts and to authorize a tax
on the ad valorem property situated in said districts
not to exceed Three (3¢) Cents on the One Hundred
($100.00) Dollars valuation for the support thereof;
provided that no tax shall be levied in support of
said districts until approved by vote of the people
residing therein.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1949.]

§ 49. State Debts

Sec. 49. No debt shall be created by or on behalf
of the State, except to supply casual deficiencies of
revenue, repel invasion, suppress insurrection, de-
fend the State in war, or pay existing debt; and the
debt created to supply deficiencies in the revenue,
shall never exceed in the aggregate at any one time
two hundred thousand dollars.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876].

§ 49-a. Financial Statement and Estimate by
Comptroller of Public Accounts; Limi-
tation of Appropriations; Bonds

Sec. 49-a. It shall be the duty of the Comptroller
of Public Accounts in advance of each Regular Ses-
sion of the Legislature to prepare and submit to the
Governor and to the Legislature upon its convening
a statement under oath showing fully the financial
condition of the State Treasury at the close of the
last fiscal period and an estimate of the probable
receipts and disbursements for the then current fis-
cal year. There shall also be contained in said
statement an itemized estimate of the anticipated
revenue based on the laws then in effect that will be
received by and for the State from all sources show-
ing the fund accounts to be credited during the
succeeding biennium and said statement shall con-
tain such other information as may be required by
law... Supplemental statements shall be submitted at
any Special Session of the Legislature and at such
other times as may be necessary to show probable
changes.

From and after January 1, 1945, save in the case
of emergency and imperative public necessity and
with a four-fifths vote of the total membership of
each House, no appropriation in excess of the cash
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and anticipated revenue of the funds from which
such appropriation is to be made shall be valid.
From and after January 1, 1945, no bill containing
an appropriation shall be considered as passed or be
sent to the Governor for consideration until and
unless the Comptroller of Public Accounts endorses
his certificate thereon showing that the amount
appropriated is within the amount estimated to be
available in the affected funds. When the Comp-
troller finds an appropriation bill exceeds the esti-
mated revenue he shall endorse such finding thereon
and return to the House in which same originated.
Such information shall be immediately made known
to both the House of Representatives and the Senate
and the necessary steps shall be taken to bring such
appropriation to within the revenue, either by pro-
viding additional revenue or reducing the appropria-
tion.

For the purpose of financing the outstanding obli-
gations of the General Revenue Fund of the State
and placing its current accounts on a cash basis the
Legislature of the State of Texas is hereby authoriz-
ed to provide for the issuance, sale, and retirement
of serial bonds, equal in prineipal to the total out-
standing, valid, and approved obligations owing by
said fund on September 1, 1943, provided such bonds
shall not draw interest in excess of two (2) per cent
per annum and shall mature within twenty (20)
years from date.

[Adopted Nov. 3, 1942.]

§ 49-b. Veterans’ Land Program

Sec. 49-b. By virtue of prior Amendments to
this Constitution, there has been created a govern-
mental agency of the State of Texas performing
governmental duties which has been designated the
Veterans’ Land Board. Said Board shall continue to
function for the purposes specified in all of the prior
Constitutional Amendments except as modified
herein. Said Board shall be composed of the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office and two (2)
citizens of the State of Texas, one (1) of whom shall
be well versed in veterans’ affairs and one (1) of
whom shall be well versed in finances. One (1) such
citizen member shall, with the advice and consent of
the Senate, be appointed biennially by the Governor
to serve for a term of four (4) years; but the
members serving on said Board on the date of
adoption hereof shall complete the terms to which
they were appointed. In-the event of the resigna-
tion or death of any such citizen member, the Gover-
nor shall appoint a replacement to serve for the
unexpired portion of the term to which the deceased
or resigning member had been appointed. The com-
pensation for said citizen members shall be as is now
or may hereafter be fixed by the Legislature; and
each shall make bond in such amount as is now or
may hereafter be prescribed by the Legislature.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office
shall act as Chairman of said Board and shall be the
administrator of the Veterans’ Land Program under
such terms and restrictions as are now or may
hereafter be provided by law. In the absence or
illness of said Commissioner, the Chief Clerk of the
General Land Office shall be the Acting Chairman
of said Board with the same duties and powers that
said Commissioner would have if present.

The Veterans’ Land Board may provide for, issue
and sell not be exceed Five Hundred Million Dollars
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($500,000,000) in bonds or obligations of the State of
Texas for the purpose of creating a fund to be
known as the Veterans’ Land Fund, Four Hundred
Million Dollars ($400,000,000) of which have hereto-
fore been issued and sold. Such bonds or obligations
shall be sold for not less than par value and accrued
interest; shall be issued in such forms, denomina-
tions, and upon such terms as are now or may
hereafter be provided by law; shall be issued and
sold at such times, at such places, and in such
installments as may be determined by said Board;
and shall bear a rate or rates of interest as may be
fixed by said Board but the weighted average annu-
al interest rate, as that phrase is commonly and
ordinarily used and understood in the municipal
bond market, of all the bonds issued and sold in any
installment of any bonds may not exceed the rate
specified in Section 65 of this Article. All bonds or
obligations issued and sold hereunder shall, after
execution by the Board, approval by the Attorney
General of Texas, registration by the Comptroller of
Public Accounts of the State of Texas, and delivery
to the purchaser or purchasers, be incontestable and
shall constitute general obligations of the State of
Texas under the Constitution of Texas; and all
bonds heretofore issued and sold by said Board are
hereby in all respects validated and declared to be
general obligations of the State of Texas. In order
to prevent default in the payment of principal or
interest on any such bonds, the Legislature shall
appropriate a sufficient amount to pay the same.

In the sale of any such bonds or obligations, a
preferential right of purchase shall be. given to the
administrators of the various Teacher Retirement
Funds, the Permanent University Funds, and the
Permanent School Funds.

Said Veterans’ Land Fund shall consist of any
lands heretofore or hereafter purchased by said
Board, until the sale price therefor, together with
any interest and penalties due, have been received
by said Board (although nothing herein shall be
construed to prevent said Board from accepting full
payment for a portion of any tract), and of the
moneys attributable to any bonds heretofore or here-
after issued and sold by said Board which moneys so
attributable shall include but shall not be limited to
the proceeds from the issuance and sale of such
bonds; the moneys received from the sale or resale
of any lands, or rights therein, purchased with such
proceeds; the moneys received from the sale or
resale of any lands, or rights therein, purchased with
other moneys attributab%e to such bonds; the inter-
est and penalties received from the sale or resale of
such lands, or rights therein; the bonuses, income,
rents, royalties, and any other pecuniary benefit
received by said Board from any such lands; sums
received by way of indemnity or forfeiture for the
failure of any bidder for the purchase of any such
bonds to comply with his bid and accept and pay for
such bonds or for the failure of any bidder for the
purchase of any lands comprising a part of said
Fund to comply with his bid and accept and pay for
any such lands; and interest received from invest-
ments of any such moneys. The principal and inter-
est on the bonds heretofore and hereafter issued by
said Board shall be paid out of the moneys of said
Fund in conformance with the Constitutional provi-
sions authorizing such bonds; but the moneys of said
Fund which are not immediately committed to the
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payment of principal and interest on such bonds, the
purchase of lands as herein provided, or the payment
of expenses as herein provided may be invested in
bonds or obligations of the United States until such
funds are needed for such purposes.

All moneys comprising a part of said Fund and
not expended for the purposes herein provided shall
be a part of said Fund until there are sufficient
moneys therein to retire fully all of the bonds here-
tofore or hereafter issued and sold by said Board, at
which time all such moneys remaining in said Fund,
except such portion thereof as may be necessary to
retire all sucii bonds which portion shall be set aside
and retained in said Fund for the purpose of retiring
all such bonds, shall be deposited to the credit of the
General Revenue Fund to be appropriated to such

urposes as may be prescribed by law. All moneys
Eecoming a part of said Fund thereafter shall like-
wise be deposited to the credit of the General Reve-
nue Fund.

When a Division of said Fund (each Division con-
sisting of the moneys attributable to the bonds is-
sued and sold pursuant to a single Constitutional
authorization and the lands purchased therewith)
contains sufficient moneys to retire all of the bonds
secured by such Division, the moneys thereof, except
such portion as may be needed to retire all of the
bonds secured by such Division which portion shall
be set aside and remain a part of such Division for
the purpose of retiring all such bonds, may be used
for the purpose of paying the principal and the
interest thereon, together with the expenses herein
authorized, of any other bonds heretofore or hereaf-
ter issued and sold by said Board. Such use shall be
a matter for the discretion and direction of said
Board; but there may be no such use of any such
moneys contrary to the rights of any holder of any
of the bonds issued and sold by said Board or viola-
tive of any contract to which said Board is a party.

The Veterans’ Land Fund shall be used by said
Board for the purpose of purchasing lands situated
in the State of Texas owned by the United States or
any governmental agency thereof, owned by the
Texas Prison System or any other governmental
agency of the State of Texas, or owned by any
person, firm, or corporation. All lands thus pur-
chased shall be acquired at the lowest price obtaina-
ble, to be paid for 1n cash, and shall be a part of said
Fund. Such lands heretofore or hereafter purchased
and comprising a part of said Fund are hereby
declared to be held for a governmental purpose,
although the individual purchasers thereof shall be
subject to taxation to the same extent and in the
same manner as are purchasers of lands dedicated to
the Permanent Free Public School Fund. -

The lands of the Veterans’ Land Fund shall be
sold by said Board in such quantities, on such terms,
at such prices, at such rates of interest and under
such rules and regulations as are now or may hereaf-
ter be provided by law to veterans who served not
less than ninety (90) continuous days, unless sooner
discharged by reason of a service-connected disabili-
ty, on active duty in the Army, Navy, Air Force,
Coast Guard or Marine Corps of the United States
after September 16, 1940 and who, upon the date of
filing his or her application to purchase any such
land is a citizen of the United States, is a bona fide
resident of the State of Texas, and has not been
dishonorably discharged from any branch of the
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Armed Forces above-named and who at the time of
his or her enlistment, induction, commissioning, or
drafting was a bona fide resident of the State of
Texas, or who has resided in Texas at least five (5)
years prior to the date of filing his or her applica-
tion. and provided that in the event of the death of
an eligible Texas Veteran after the veteran has filed
with the Board an application and contract of sale to
purchase through tiie Board the tract selected by
him or her and before the purchase has been com-
pleted, then the surviving spouse may complete the
transaction. The foregoing notwithstanding, any
lands in the Veterans’ Land Fund which have been
first offered for sale to veterans and which have not
been sold may be sold or resold to such purchasers,
in such quantities, and on such terms, and at such
prices and rates of interest, and under such rules and
regulations as are now or may hereafter be provided
by law.

Said Veterans’ Land Fund, to the extent of the
moneys attributable to any bonds hereafter issued
and sold by said Board may be used by said Board,
as is now or may hereafter be provided by law, for
the purpose of paying the expenses of surveying,
monumenting, road construction, legal fees, recorda-
tion fees, advertising and other like costs necessary
or incidental to the purchase and sale, or resale, of
any lands purchased with any of the moneys attrib-
utable to such additional bonds, such expenses to be
added to the price of such lands when sold, or resold,
by said Board; for the purpose of paying the ex-
penses of issuing, selling, and delivering any such
additional bonds; and for the purpose of meeting
the expenses of paying the interest or principal due
or to become due on any such additional bonds.

All of the moneys attributable to any series of
bonds hereafter issued and sold by said Board (a
“series of bonds” being all of the bonds issued and
sold in a single transaction as a single installment of
bonds) may be used for the purchase of lands as
herein provided, to be sold as herein provided, for a
period ending eight (8) years after the date of sale
of such series of bonds; provided, however, that so
much of such moneys as may be necessary to pa
interest on bonds hereafter issued and sold shall be
set aside for that purpose in accordance with the
resolution adopted by said Board authorizing the
issuance and sale of such series of bonds. After such
eight (8) year period, all of such moneys shall be set
aside for the retirement of any bonds hereafter
issued and sold and to pay interest thereon, together
with any expenses as provided herein, in accordance
with the resolution or resolutions authorizing the
issuance and sale of such additional bonds, until
there are sufficient moneys to retire all of the bonds
hereafter issued and sold, at which time all such
moneys then remaining a part of said Veterans’
Land Fund and thereafter becoming a part of said
Fund shall be governed as elsewhere provided here-
in.

This Amendment being intended only to establish
a basic framework and not to be a comprehensive
treatment of the Veterans’ Land Program, there is
hereby reposed in the Legislature full power to
Implement and effectuate the design and objects of
this Amendment, including the power to delegate
such duties, responsibilities, functions, and authority
to the Veterans’ Land Board as it believes necessary.
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Should the Legislature enact any enabling laws in
anticipation of this Amendment, no such law shall be
void by reason of its anticipatory nature.

This Amendment shall become effective upon its
adoption
[Adopted Nov. 13, 1951. Amended Nov. 6, 1956, Eff. Jan.
1, 1957; Nov. 8, 1960; Nov. 6, 1962; Nov. 11, 1967; Nov. 6,
1973.]

§ 49-c. Texas Water Development Board; Bond
Issue; Texas Water Development Fund

Sec. 49—c. There is hereby created as an agency
of the State of Texas the Texas Water Development
Board to exercise such powers as necessary under
this provision together with such other duties and
restrictions as may be prescribed by law. The quali-
fications, compensation, and number of members of
said Board shall be determined by law. They shall
be appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate in the manner and for such
terms as may be prescribed by law.

The Texas Water Development Board shall have
the authority to provide for, issue and sell general
obligation bonds of the State of Texas in an amount
not to exceed One Hundred Million Dollars ($100,-
000,000). The Legislature of Texas, upon two-thirds
(%) vote of the elected Members of each House, may
authorize the Board to issue additional bonds in an
amount not exceeding One Hundred Million Dollars
($100,000,000). The bonds authorized herein or per-
mitted to be authorized by the Legislature shall be
called “Texas Water Development Bonds,” shall be
executed in such form, denominations and upon such
terms as may be prescribed by law, provided, how-
ever, that the bonds shall not bear more than four
per cent (4%) interest per annum; they may be
issued in such installments as the Board finds feasi-
ble and practical in accomplishing the purpose set
forth herein.

All moneys received from the sale of State bonds
shall be deposited in a fund hereby created in the
State Treasury to be known as the Texas Water
Development Fund to be administered (without fur-
ther appropriation) by the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board in such manner as prescribed by law.

Such fund shall be used only for the purpose of
aiding or making funds available upon such terms
and conditions as the Legislature may prescribe, to
the various political subdivisions or bodies politic and
corporate of the State of Texas including river au-
thorities, conservation and reclamation distriets and
districts created or organized or authorized to be
created or organized under Article XVI, Section 59
or Article III, Section 52, of this Constitution, inter-
state compact commissions to which the State of
Texas is a party and municipal corporations, in the
conservation and development of the water re-
sources of this State, including the control, storing
and preservation of its storm and flood waters and
the waters of its rivers and streams, for all useful
and lawful purposes by the acquisition, improve-
ment, extension, or construction of dams, reservoirs
and other water storage projects, including any sys-
tem necessary for the transportation of water from
storage to points of treatment and/or distribution,
including facilities for transporting water therefrom
to wholesale purchasers, or for any one or more of
such purposes or methods.

| scribed by the Legislature.
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Any or all financial assistance as provided herein
shall be repaid with interest upon such terms, condi-
gonls and manner of repayment as may be provided

y law.

While any of the bonds authorized by this provi-
sion or while any of the bonds that may be authoriz-
ed by the Legislature under this provision, or any
interest on any of such bonds, is outstanding and
unpaid, there is hereby appropriated out of the first
moneys coming into the Treasury in each fiscal year,
not otherwise appropriated by this Constitution, an
amount which is sufficient to pay the principal and
interest on such bonds that mature or become due
during such fiscal year, less the amount in the
sinking fund at the close of the prior fiscal year.

The Legislature may provide for the investment
of moneys available in the Texas Water Develop-
ment Fund, and the interest and sinking funds es-
tablished for the payment of bonds issued by the
Texas Water Development Board. Income from
such investment shall be used for the purposes pre-
The Legislature may
also make appropriations from the General Revenue
gundd for paying administrative expenses of the

oard.

From the moneys received by the Texas Water
Development Board as repayment of principal for
financial assistance or as interest thereon, there
shall be deposited in the interest and sinking fund
for the bonds authorized by this Section sufficient
moneys to pay the interest and principal to become
due during the ensuing year and sufficient to estab-
lish and maintain a reserve in said fund equal to the
average annual principal and interest requirements
on all outstanding bonds issued under this Section.
If any year prior to December 31, 1982 moneys are
received in excess of the foregoing requirements
then such excess shall be deposited to the Texas
Water Development Fund, and may be used for
administrative expenses of the Board and for the
same purposes and upon the same terms and condi-
tions prescribed for the proceeds derived from the
sale of such State bonds. No grant of financial
assistance shall be made under the provisions of this
Section after December 31, 1982, and all moneys
thereafter received as repayment of principal for
financial assistance or as interest thereon shall be
deposited in the interest and sinking fund for the
State bonds; except that such amount as may be
required to meet the administrative expenses of the
Board may be annually set aside; and provided, that
after all State bonds have been fully paid with
interest, or after there are on deposit in the interest
and sinking fund sufficient moneys to pay all future
maturities of principal and interest, additional mon-
eys so received shall be deposited to the General
Revenue FFund. '

All bonds issued hereunder shall after approval by
the Attorney General, registration by the Comptrol-
ler of Public Accounts of the State of Texas, and
delivery to the purchasers, be incontestable and shall
constitute general obligations of the State of Texas
under the Constitution of Texas.

Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this amendment, such
acts shall not be void by reason of their anticipatory
nature.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1957.]
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§ 49-d. Acquisition and Development of Water
Storage Facilities; Filtration, Treat-
ment and Transportation of Water;
Enlargement of Reservoirs

Sec. 49-d. It is hereby declared to be the policy
of the State of Texas to encourage the optimum
development of the limited number of feasible sites
available for the construction or enlargement of
dams and reservoirs for conservation of the public
waters of the state, which waters are held in trust
for the use and benefit of the public. The proceeds
from the sale of the additional bonds authorized
hereunder deposited in the Texas Water Develop-
ment Fund and the proceeds of bonds previously
authorized by Article III, Section 49—c of this Consti-
tution, may be used by the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board, under such provisions as the Legisla-
ture may prescribe by General Law, including the
requirement of a permit for storage or beneficial
use, for the additional purposes of acquiring and
developing storage facilities, and any system or
works necessary for the filtration, treatment and
transportation of water from storage to points of
treatment, filtration and/or distribution, including
facilities for transporting water therefrom to whole-
sale purchasers, or for any one or more of such
purposes or methods; provided, however, the Texas
Water Development Fund or any other state fund
provided for water development, transmission, trans-
fer or filtration shall not be used to finance any
project which contemplates or results in the removal
from the basin of origin of any surface water neces-
sary to supply the reasonably foreseeable future
water requirements for the next ensuing fifty-year
period within the river basin of origin, except on a
temporary, interim basis.

Under such provisions as the Legislature may
preseribe by General Law the Texas Water Develop-
ment Fund may be used for the conservation and
development of water for useful purposes by con-
struction or reconstruction or enlargenient of reser-
voirs constructed or to be constructed or enlarged
within the State of Texas or on any stream constitu-
ting a boundary of the State of Texas, together with
any system or works necessary for the filtration,
treatment and/or transportation of water, by any
one or more of the following governmental agencies:
by the United States of America or any agency,
department or instrumentality thereof; by the State
of Texas or any agency, department or instrumen-
fality thereof; by political subdivisions or bodies
politic and corporate of the state; by interstate
compact commissions to which the State of Texas is
a party; and by municipal corporations. The Legis-
lature shall provide terms and conditions under
which the Texas Water Development Board may
sell, transfer or lease, in whole or in part, any
reservoir and associated system or works which the
Texas Water Development Board has financed in
whole or in part.

Under such provisions as the Legislature ma
prescribe by General Law, the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board-may also execute long-term contracts
with the United States or any of its agencies for the
acquisition and development of storage facilities in
reservoirs constructed or to be constructed by the
Federal Government. Such contracts when exe-
cuted shall constitute general obligations of the
State of Texas in the same manner and with the
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same effect as state bonds issued under the authori-
ty of the preceding Section 49—c of this Constitution,
and the provisions in said Section 49—c with respect
to payment of principal and interest on state bonds
issued shall likewise apply with respect to payment
of principal and interest required to be paid by such
contracts. If storage facilities are acquired for a
term of years, such contracts shall contain provisions
for renewal that will protect the state’s investment.

The aggregate of the bonds authorized hereunder
shall not exceed $200,000,000 and shall be in addition
to the aggregate of the bonds previously authorized
by said gection 49—c of Article IIT of this Constitu-
tion. The Legislature upon two-thirds (%) vote of
the elected members of each House, may authorize
the Board to issue all or any portion of such $200,-
000,000 in additional bonds herein authorized.

The Legislature shall provide terms and conditions
for the Texas Water Development Board to sell,
transfer or lease, in whole or in part, any acquired
storage facilities or the right to use such storage
facilities together with any associated system or
works necessary for the filtration, treatment or
transportation of water at a price not less than the
direct cost of the Board in acquiring same; and the
Legislature may provide terms and conditions for
the Board to sell any unappropriated public waters
of the state that might be stored in such facilities.
As a prerequisite to the purchase of such storage or
water, the applicant therefor shall have secured a
valid permit from the Texas Water Commission or
its successor authorizing the acquisition of such stor-
age facilities or the water impounded therein. The
money received from any sale, transfer or lease of
storage facilities or associated system or works shall
be used to pay principal and interest on state bonds
issued or contractual obligations incurred by the
Texas Water Development Board, provided that
when moneys are sufficient to pay the full amount
of indebtedness then outstanding and the full
amount of interest to accrue thereon, any further
sums received from the sale, transfer or lease of
such storage facilities or associated system or works
may be used for the acquisition of additional storage
facilities or associated system or works or for provid-
ing financial assistance as authorized by said Section
49—c. Money received from the sale of water, which
shall include standby service, may be used for the
operation and maintenance of acquired facilities, and
for the payment of principal and interest on debt
incuered.

Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this Amendment,
such Acts shall not be void by reason of their antici-
patory character.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1962. Amended Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 49-d-1. Texas Water Development Bonds; Ad- -
ditional Issue

Sec. 49-d-1. (a) The Texas Water Development
Board shall upon direction of the Texas Water Qual-
ity Board, or any successor agency designated by the
Legislature, issue additional Texas Water Develop-
ment Bonds up to an additional aggregate principal
amount of One Hundred Million Dollars ($100,000,-
000) to provide grants, loans, or any combination of
grants and loans for water quality enhancement
purposes as established by the Legislature. The
Texas Water Quality Board or any successor agency
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designated by the Legislature may make such grants
and loans to political subdivisions or bodies politic
and corporate of the State of Texas, including mu-
nicipal corporations, river authorities, conservation
and reclamation districts, and districts created or
organized or authorized to be created or organized
under Article XVI, Section 59, or Article 1II, Section
52, of this Constitution, state agencies, and inter-
state agencies and compact commissions to which
the State of Texas is a party, and upon such terms
and conditions as the Legislature may authorize by
general law. The bonds shall be issued for such
terms, in such denominations, form and installments,
and upon such conditions as the Legislature may
authorize.

(b) The proceeds from the sale of such bonds shall
be deposited in the Texas Water Development Fund
ico be invested and administered as prescribed by
aw.

(¢) The bonds authorized in this Section 49-d—1
and all bonds authorized by Sections 49—¢ and 49-d
of Article III shall bear interest at not more than 6%
per annum and mature as the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board shall prescribe, subject to the limitations
as may be imposed by the Legislature.

(d) The Texas Water Development Fund shall be
used for the purposes heretofore permitted by, and
subject to the limitations in Sections 49-c, 49-d and
49-d-1; provided, however, that the financial assist-
ance may be made pursuant to the provisions of
Sections 49-c, 49—d and 49-d-1 subject only to the
availability of funds and without regard to the pro-
visions in Section 49-c that such financial assistance
shall terminate after December 31, 1982.

(e) Texas Water Development Bonds are secured
by the general credit of the State and shall after
approval by the Attorney General, registration by
the Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of
Texas, and delivery to the purchasers, be incontesta-
ble and shall constitute general obligations of the
State of Texas under the Constitution of Texas.

(f) Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this amendment, such
Acts shall not be void by reason of their anticipatory
character. ’

[Adopted May 18, 1971.]

§ 49-e. Texas Park Development Fund

Sec. 49-e. .The Parks and Wildlife Department,
or its successor vested with the powers, duties, and
authority which deals with the operation, mainte-
nance, and improvement of State Parks, shall have
the authority to provide for, issue and sell general
obligation bonds of the State of Texas in an amount
not to exceed Seventy-Five Million Dollars ($75,000,-
000). The bonds authorized herein shall be called
“Texas Park Development Bonds,” shall be executed
in such form, denominations, and upon such terms as
may be prescribed by law, provided, however, that
the bonds shall bear a rate or rates of interest as
may be fixed by the Parks and Wildlife Department
or its successor, but the weighted average annual
interest rate, as that phrase 1s commonly and ordi-
narily used and understood in the municipal bond
market, of all the bonds issued and sold in any
installment of any bonds, shall not exceed four and
one-half percent (4'4%). interest per annum; they
may be issued in such installments as said Parks and
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Wildlife Department, or its said successor, finds fea-
sible and practical in accomplishing the purpose set
forth herein.

All moneys received from the sale of said bonds
shall be deposited in a fund hereby created with the
State Treasurer to be known as the Texas Park
Development Fund to be administered (without fur-
ther appropriation) by the said Parks and Wildlife
Department, or its said successor, in such manner as
prescribed by law.

Such fund shall be used by said Parks and Wildlife
Department, or its said successor, under such provi-
sions as the Legislature may prescribe by general
law, for the purposes of acquiring lands from the
United States, or any governmental agency thereof,
from any governmental ageney of the State of Tex-
as, or from any person, firm, or corporation, for
State Park Sites and for developing said sites as
State Parks.

While any of the bonds authorized by this provi-
sion, or any interest on any such bonds, is outstand-
ing and unpaid, there is hereby appropriated out of
the first moneys coming into the Treasury in each
fiscal year, not otherwise appropriated by this Con-
stitution, an amount which 1s sufficient to pay the
principal and interest on such bonds that mature or
become due during such fiscal year, less the amount
in the interest and sinking fund at the close of the
prior fiscal year, which includes any receipts derived
during the prior fiscal year by said Parks and Wild-
life Department, or its said successor, from admis-
sion charges to State Parks, as the Legislature may
prescribe by general law.

The Legislature may provide for the investment
of moneys available in the Texas Park Development
Fund and the interest and sinking fund established
for the payment of bonds issued by said Parks and
Wildlife Department, or its said successor. Income
from such investment shall be used for the purposes
prescribed by the Legislature.

From the moneys received by said Parks and
Wildlife Department, or its said successor, from the
sale of the bonds issued hereunder, there shall be
deposited in the interest and sinking fund for the
bonds authorized by this section sufficient moneys to
pay the interest to become due during the State
fiscal year in which the bonds were issued. After all
bonds have been fully paid with interest, or after
there are on deposit in the interest and sinking fund
sufficient moneys to pay all future maturities of
principal and interest, additional moneys received
from .admission charges to State Parks shall be
deposited to the State Parks Fund, or any successor
fund which may be established by the Legislature as
a depository for Park revenue earned by said Parks
and Wildlife Department, or its said successor.

All bonds issued hereunder shall after apé)roval by
the Attorney General, registration by the Comptrol-
ler of Public Accounts of the State of Texas, and
delivery to the purchasers, be incontestable and shall
constitute general obligations of the State of Texas
under the Constitution of Texas.

Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this amendment, such
Acts shall not be void by reason of their anticipatory
nature.

[Adopted Nov. 11, 1967.]
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§ 50. Loan or Pledge of Credit of State

See. 50. The Legislature shall have no power to
give or to lend, or to authorize the giving or lending,
of the credit of the State in aid of, or to any person,
association or corporation, whether municipal or oth-
er, or to pledge the credit of the State in any
manner whatsoever, for the payment of the liabili-
ties, present or prospective, of any individual, associ-
ation of individuals, municipal or other corporation
whatsoever.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 50-a. State Medical Education Board; State
: Medical Education Fund; Purpose

Sec. 50—a. The Legislature shall create a State
Medical Education Board to be composed of not
more than six (6) members whose qualifications,
duties and terms of office shall be prescribed by law.
The Legislature shall also establish a State Medical
Education Fund and make adequate appropriations
therefor to be used by the State Medical Education
Board to provide grants, loans or scholarships to
students desiring to study medicine and agreeing to
practice in the rural areas of this State, upon such
terms and conditions as shall be prescribed by law.
The term “rural areas” as used in this Section shall
be defined by law.

[Adopted Nov. 4, 1952.]

§ 50~b. Student Loans

Sec. 50-b. (a) The Legislature may provide
that the Coordinating Board, Texas College and
University System, or its successor or successors,
shall have the authority to provide for, issue and sell
general obligation bonds of the State of Texas in an
amount not to exceed Eighty-five Million Dollars
($85,000,000). The bonds authorized herein shall be
called “Texas College Student Loan Bonds”, shall be
executed in such form, denominations and upon such
terms as may be prescribed by law, provided, how-
ever, that the bonds shall not bear more than four

er cent (4%) interest per annum; they may be

issued in such installments as the Board finds feasi-
ble and practical in accomplishing the purposes of
this Section.

(b) All moneys received from the sale of such
bonds shall be deposited in a fund hereby created in
the State Treasury to be known as the Texas Oppor-
tunity Plan Fund to be administered by the Coordi-
nating Board, Texas College and University System,
or its successor or successors to make loans to stu-
dents who have been admitted to attend any institu-
tion of higher education within the State of Texas,
public or private, including Junior Colleges, which
are recognized or accredited under terms and condi-
tions prescribed by the Legislature, and to pay inter-
est and principal on such bonds and provide a sink-
ing fund therefor under such conditions as the Leg-
islature may prescribe.

(¢) While any of the bonds, or interest on said
bonds authorized by this Section is outstanding and
unpaid, there is hereby appropriated out of the first
moneys coming into the Treasury in each fiscal year,
not otherwise appropriated by this Constitution, an
amount sufficient to pay the principal and interest
on such bonds that mature or become due during
such fiscal year, less the amount in the sinking fund
at the close of the prior fiscal year.
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(d) The Legislature may provide for the invest-
ment of moneys available in the Texas Opportunity
Plan Fund, and the interest and sinking funds estab-
lished for the payment of bonds issued by the Coor-
dinating Board, Texas College and University Sys-
tem, or its successor or successors. Income from
such investment shall be used for the purposes pre-
seribed by the Legislature. ’

(e) All bonds issued hereunder shall, after approv-
al by the Attorney General, registration by the
Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Tex-
as, and delivery to the purchasers, be incontestable
and shall constitute general obligations of the State
of Texas under this Constitution.

(f) Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this Amendment,
such acts shall not be void because of their anticipa-
tory nature.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1965.]

§ 50-b~1. Additional Student Loans

See. 50-b-1. (a) The Legislature may provide
that the Coordinating Board, Texas College and
University System, or its successor or successors,
shall have authority to provide for, issue and sell
general obligation bonds of the State of Texas in an
amount not to exceed Two Hundred Million Dollars
($200,000,000) in addition to those heretofore autho-
rized to be issued pursuant to Section 50b of the
Constitution. The bonds authorized herein shall be
executed in such form, upon such terms and be in
such denomination as may be prescribed by law and
shall bear interest, and be issued in such installments
as shall be prescribed by the Board provided that the
maximum net effective interest rate to be borne by
such honds may be fixed by law.

(b) The moneys received from the sale of such
bonds shall be deposited to the credit of the Texas
Opportunity Plan Fund created by Section 50b of
the Constitution and shall otherwise be handled as
provided in Section 50b of the Constitution and the
laws enacted pursuant thereto.

(c) The said bonds shall be general obligations of
the state and shall be payable in the same manner
and from the same sources as bonds heretofore au-
thorized pursuant to Section 50b.

(d) All bonds issued hereunder shall, after approv-
al by the Attorney General, registration by the
Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Tex-
as, and delivery to the purchasers, be incontestable
and shall constitute general obligations of the State
of Texas under this Constitution.

(e) Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this Amendment such
acts shall not be void because of their anticipatory
nature.

[Adopted Aug. 5, 1969.]

§ 51. Grtqnts of Public Money Prohibited; Excep-’
ions

Sec. 51. The Legislature shall have no power to
make any grant or authorize the making of any
grant of public moneys to any individual, association
of individuals, municipal or other corporations what-
soever; provided, however, the Legislature may
grant aid to indigent and disabled Confederate sol-
diers and sailors under such regulations and limita-
tions as may be deemed by the Legislature as expe-
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dient, and to their widows in indigent circumstances
under such regulations and limitations as may be
deemed by the Legislature as expedient; provided
that the provisions of this Section shall not be con-
strued so as to prevent the grant of aid in cases of
public calamity.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 6, 1894; Nov. 1,

1898; Nov. 8, 1904; Nov. 8, 1910; Nov. 5, 1912; Nov. 4,

1924; Nov. 6, 1928; Nov. 5, 1968.]

§ 51-a. Assistance Grants and Medical Care for
Needy Aged, Disabled and Blind Per-
sons, and Needy Dependent Children;
Federal Funds; Supplemental Appro-
priations
Sec. 51-a. The Legislature shall have the power,

by General Laws, to provide, subject to limitations

herein contained, and such other limitations, restric-
tions and regulations as may by the Legislature be
deemed expedient, for assistance grants to and/or
medical care for, and for rehabilitation and any
other services included in the federal laws as the
now read or as they may hereafter be amended,
providing matching funds to help such families and
individuals attain or retain capability for independ-
ence or self-care, and for the payment of assistance
grants to and/or medical care for, and for rehabilita-
tion and other services to or on behalf of:

(1) Needy aged persons who are citizens of
the United States or noncitizens who shall have
resided within the boundaries of the United
States for at least twenty-five (25) years;

(2) Needy individuals who are totally and per-
manently disabled by reason of a mental or
physical handicap or a combination of physical
and mental handicaps;

(3) Needy blind persons;

(4) Needy dependent children and the care-
takers of such children.

The Legislature may prescribe such other eligibili-
ty requirements for participation in these programs
as it deems appropriate.

The Legislature shall have authority to enact ap-
propriate legislation which will enable the State of
Texas to cooperate with the Government of the
United States in providing assistance to and/or
medical care on behalf of needy persons, in provid-
ing rehabilitation and any other services included in
the federal laws making matching funds available to
help such families and individuals attain or retain
capability for independence or self-care, to accept
and expend funds from the Government of the Unit-
ed States for such purposes in accordance with the
laws of the United States as they now are or as they
may hereafter be amended, and to make appropria-
tions out of state funds for such purposes; provided
that the maximum amount paid out of state funds to
or on behalf of any needy person shall not exceed
the amount that is matchable out of federal .funds;
provided that the total amount of such assistance
payments only out of state funds on behalf of such
individuals shall not exceed the amount of Eighty
Million Dollars ($80,000,000) during any fiscal year.

Supplementing legislative appropriations for as-
sistarll)(l:)e payments authorized by this Section, the
following sums are allocated out of the Omnibus Tax
Clearance Fund and are approgrlated to the State
Department of Public Welfare for the period begin-

] West's Tex.Stats. & Codes—2

"1957;
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ning September 1, 1969 and ending August 31, 1971:
Three Million, Six Hundred Thousand Dollars
($3,600,000) for Old Age Assistance, Two Million,
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000) for Aid
to the Permanently and Totally Disabled, and Twen-
ty-Three Million, Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars
(%123,900,000) for Aid to Families with Dependent
Children. Such allocations and appropriations shall
be made available on the basis of equal monthly
installments and otherwise shall be subject to the
provisions of currently existing laws making alloca-
tions and appropriations for these purposes.
Provided further, that if the limitations and re-
strictions herein contained are found to be in conflict
with the provisions of appropriate federal statutes,
as they now are or as they may be amended to the

extent that federal matching money is not available

to the state for these purposes, then and in that
event the Legislature is specifically authorized and
empowered to prescribe such limitations and restric-
tions and enact such laws as may be necessary in
order that such federal matching money willy be
available for assistance and/or medical care for or
on behalf of needy persons.

Nothing in this Section shall be construed to
amend, modify or repeal Section 31 of Article XVI
of this Constitution; provided further, however, that
such medical care, services or assistance shall also
include the employment of objective or subjective
means, without the use of drugs, for the purpose of
ascertaining and measuring the powers of vision of
the human eye, and fitting lenses or prisms to cor-
rect or remedy any defect or abnormal condition of
vision. Nothing herein shall be construed to permit
optometrists to treat the eyes for any defect whatso-
ever in any manner nor to administer nor to pre-
seribe any drug or physical treatment whatsoever,
unless such optometrist is a regularly licensed physi-
cian or surgeon under the laws of this state.
[Adopted Aug. 25, 1945. Amended Nov. 2, 1954; Nov. 5,
Nov. 6, 1962; Nov. 9, 1963; Nov. 2, 1965; Aug. 5,
1969:) - '

§ 51-b. State Building Commission; State Build-
ing Fund

Sec. 51-b. (a) The State Building Commission is
hereby created. Its membership shall consist of the
Governor, the Attorney General and the Chairman
of the Board of Control. The Legislature may pro-
vide by law for some other State official to be a
member of this Commission in lieu of the Chairman
of the Board of Control, and in the event said State
official has not already been confirmed by the Sen-
ate as such State official he shall be so confirmed as’
a member of the State Building Commission in the
same manner that other State officials are con-
firmed.

(b) The State Building Fund is hereby created.
On or before the first day of January following the
adoption of this amendment, and each year thereaft-
er, the Comptroller of Public Accounts shall certify
to the State Treasurer the amount of money neces-
sary to pay Confederate pensions for the ensuing
calendar year as provided by the constitution and
laws of this State. Thereupon each year the State
Treasurer shall transfer forthwith from the Confed-
erate Pension Fund to the State Building Fund all
money except that needed to pay the Confederate
pensions as certified by the Comptroller. This provi-
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sion is self-enacting. The State Building Fund shall
be expended by the Commission upon appropriation
by the Legislature for the uses and purposes set
forth in subdivision (c) hereof.

(¢) Under such terms and conditions as are now or
may be hereafter provided by law, the Commission
may acquire necessary real and personal property,
salvage-and dispose of property unsuitable for State

urposes, modernize, remodel, build and equip build-
ings for State purposes, and negotiate and make
contracts necessary to carry out and effectuate the
purposes herein mentioned.

The first major structure erected from the State
Building Fund shall be known and designated as a
memorial to the Texans who served in the Armed
Forces of the Confederate States of America, and
shall be devoted to the use and occupancy of the
Supreme Court and such other courts and State
agencies as may be provided by law. The second
major structure erected from the State Building
Fund shall be a State office building and shall be
used by whatever State agencies as may be provided
by law.

Under such terms and conditions as are now or
may hereafter be provided by law, the State Build-
ing Commission may expend not exceeding five (5%)
percent of the moneys available to it in any one

ear, for the purpose of erecting memorials to the

;{‘exans who served in the Armed Forces of the
Confederate States of America. Said memorials
may be upon battlefields or other suitable places
within or without the boundaries of this State. The
authorization for expenditures for memorials herein
mentioned shall cease as of December 31, 1965.

Under such terms and conditions as are now or
may hereafter be permitted by law, the State Build-
ing Commission may expend not exceeding Thirty
Thousand ($30,000.00) Dollars in the aggregate for
the purpose of erecting memorials to the Texans
who served in the Armed Forces of the Republic in
the Texas War for Independence. Said memorials
may be erected upon battlefields, in cemeteries, or
other suitable places within or without the bounda-
ries of this State. The authorization for expendi-
tures for memorials herein mentioned shall cease as
of December 31, 1965.

(d) The State ad valorem tax on property of Two
(2¢) Cents on the One Hundred (%100.00 Dollars
valuation now levied under Section 51 of Article III
of the Constituticn as amended by Section 17, of
Article VII (adopted in 1947) is hereby specifically
levied for the purposes of continuing the payment of
Confederate pensions as provided under Article ITI,
Section 51, and for the establishment and continued
maintcanance of the State Building Fund hereby
created.

(e) Should the 53rd Legislature enact a law or
laws in anticipation of the adoption of this amend-
ment, such shall not be invalid by reason of their
anticipatory character.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 51-b-1. Assistance for Totally and Permanent-

ly Disabled I_ndividuals
Amendment proposed by S.J.R. No. 21, Acts
1963, 58th Leg., p. 1804, adopted by the voters
at election held on Nov. 9, 1963, amended and
merged this section and section 51-a into one
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section designated section 51-a. See, section

51-a, ante.

§ 51—c. Aid or Compensation to Persons Improp-
erly Fined or Imprisoned

Sec. 51-c. The Legislature may grant aid and
compensation to any person who has heretofore paid
a fine or served a sentence in prison, or who may
hereafter pay a fine or serve a sentence In prison,
under the laws of this State for an offense for which
he or she is not guilty, under such regulations and
limitations as the Legislature may deem expedient.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1956.]

§ 51-d. Payment of Assistance to Survivors of
Law Enforcement Officers

Sec. 51-d. The Legislature shall have the power,
by general law, to provide for the payment of assist-
ance by the State of Texas to the surviving spouse
and minor children of officers, employees, and
agents, including members of organized volunteer
fire departments and members of organized police
reserve or auxiliary units with authority to make an
arrest, of the state or of any city, county, district, or
other political subdivision who, because of the haz-
ardous nature of their duties, suffer death in the
course of the performance of those official duties.
Should the Legislature enact any enabling laws in
anticipation of this amendment, no such law shall be
void by reason of its anticipatory nature.

{Adopted Nov. 8, 1966. Amended Aug. 5, \1969.]
§ 51 -e. Municipal Retirement Systems and Dis-
ability Pensions

Sec. 51—e. Bach incorporated city and town in
this State shall have the power and authority to
provide a system of retirement and disability pen-
sions for its appointive officers and employees who
have become (Fisabled as a direct and proximate
result of the performance of their duties, or have
passed their sixty-fifth birthday, or have been em-
ployed by such city or town for more than twenty-
five (25) years and have passed their sixtieth birth-
day, when and if, but only when and if, such system
has been approved at an election by the qualified
voters of such city or town entitled to vote on the
question of issuance of tax supported bonds; provid-
ed that no city or town shall contribute more than
the equivalent of seven and one half (7%4) per cen-
tum of salaries and wages of the officers and em-
p]o(grees entitled to participate in its pension system,
and that said officers and employees shall contribute
a like amount; and this Amendment shall not reduce
the authority nor duty of any city or town otherwise
existing.

[Adopted Nov. 7, 1944.]

§ 51-f. State-wide Retirement and Disability Sys-
tem for Municipal Officers and Em-
ployees

Sec. 51-f. The Legislature of this State shall
have the authority to provide for a system of retire-
ment and disability pensions for appointive officers
and employees of cities and towns to operate State-
wide or by districts under such a plan and program
as the Legislature shall direct and shall provide that
participation therein by cities and towns shall be
voluntary; provided that the Legislature shall never
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make an appropriation to pasy any of the cost of any
system authorized by this Section.
[Adopted Nov. 7, 1944.]

§ 51-g. Social Security Coverage of Proprietary
Employees of Political Subdivisions

Sec. 51-g. The Legislature shall have the power
to pass such laws as may be necessary to enable the
State to enter into agreements with the Federal
Government to obtain for proprietary employees of
its political subdivisions coverage under the old-age
and survivors insurance provisions of Title II of the
Federal Social Security Act as amended.! The Leg-
islature shall have the power to make appropriations
and authorize all obligations necessary to the estab-
lishment of such Social Security coverage program.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]
142 US.C.A. § 401 et seq.

§ 52. Counties, Cities, Towns or other Political
Corporations or Subdivisions; Lending
Credit; Grants

Sec. 52. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this
section, the Legislature shall have no power to au-
thorize any county, city, town or other political
corporation or subdivision of the State to lend its
credit or to grant public money or thing of value in
aid of, or to any individual, association or corpora-
tion whatsoever, or to become a stockholder in such
corporation, association or company.

(b) Under Legislative provision, any county, any
political subdivision of a county, any number of
adjoining counties, or any political subdivision of the
State, or any defined district now or hereafter to be
described and defined within the State of Texas, and
which may or may not include, towns, villages or
municipal corporations, upon a vote of two-thirds
majority of the resident property taxpayers voting
thereon who are qualified electors of such district or
territory to be affected thereby, in addition to all
other debts, may issue bonds or otherwise lend its
credit in any amount not to exceed one-fourth of the
assessed valuation of the real property of such dis-
trict or territory, except that the total bonded in-
debtedness of any city or town shall never exceed
the limits imposed by other provisions of this Consti-
tution, and levy and collect taxes to pay the interest
thereon and provide a sinking fund for the redemp-
tion thereof, as the Legislature may authorize, and
in such manner as it may authorize the same, for the
following purposes to wit:

(1) The improvement of rivers, creeks, and
streams to prevent overflows, and to' permit of
navigation thereof, or irrigation thereof, or in
aid of such purposes.

(2) The construction and maintenance of
pools, lakes, reservoirs, dams, canals and water-
ways for the purposes of irrigation, drainage or
navigation, or in aid thereof.

(3) The construction, maintenance and opera-
tion of macadamized, graveled or paved roads
and turnpikes, or in aid thereof.

(¢) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection
(b) of this Section, bonds may be issued by any
county in an amount not to exceed one-fourth of the
assessed valuation of the real property in the county,
for the construction, maintenance, and operation of
macadamized, graveled, or paved roads and turn-
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pikes, or in aid thereof, upon a vote of a majority of
the resident property taxpayers voting thereon who
are qualified electors of the county, and without the
necessity of further or amendatory legislation. The
county may levy and collect taxes to pay the interest
on the bonds as it becomes due and to provide a
sinking fund for redemption of the bonds.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1904, proclama-
tion Dec. 29, 1904; Nov. 3, 1970.]

§ 52-a. Blank

§ 52-b. Loan of State’s Credit or Grant of Public
Money for Toll Road Purposes

Sec. 52—-b. The Legislature shall have no power
or authority to in any manner lend the credit of the
State or grant any public money to, or assume any
indebtedness, present or future, bonded or otherwise,
of any individual, person, firm, partnership, associa-
tion, corporation, public corporation, public agency,
or political subdivision of the State, or anyone else,
which is now or hereafter authorized to construct,
maintain or operate toll roads and turnpikes within
this State.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 52-c. Blank
§ 52~-d. County or Road District Tax for Road
Purposes

Sec. 52-d. Upon the vote of a majority of the
resident qualified electors owning rendered taxable
property therein so authorizing, a county or road
district may collect an annual tax for a period not
exceeding five (5) years to create a fund for con-
structing lasting and permanent roads and bridges
or both. No contract involving the expenditure of
any of such fund shall be valid unless, when it is
made, money shall be on hand in such fund.

At such election, the Commissioners’ Court shall
submit for adoption a road plan and designate the
amount of special tax to be levied; the number of
years said tax is to be levied; the location, descrip-
tion, and character of the roads and bridges; and
the estimated cost thereof. The funds raised by
such taxes shall not be used for purposes other than
those specified in the plan submitted to the voters.
Elections may be held from time to time to extend
or discontinue said plan or to increase or diminish
said tax. The Legislature shall enact laws prescrib-
ing the procedure hereunder.

The provisions of this section shall apply only to
Harris County and road districts therein.

[Adopted Aug. 23, 1937.]

§ 52-e. Payment of Medical Expenses of Law En-
forcement Officials
Sec. 52-e. Each county in the State of Texas is

hereby authorized to pay all medical expenses, all
doctor bills and all hospital bills for Sheriffs, Deputy
Sheriffs, Constables, Deputy Constables or other
county or precinct law enforcement officials who are
injured in the course of their official duties; provid-
ing that while said Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Con-
stable, Deputy Constable or other county or precinct
law enforcement official is hospitalized or incapaci-
tated that the county shall continue to pay his
maximum salary; providing, however, that said pay-
ment of salary shall cease on the expiration of the
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term of office to which such official was elected or
appointed. Provided, however, that no provision
contained herein shall be construed to amend, modi-
fy, repeal or nullify Article 16, Section 81, of the
Constitution of the State of Texas.

[Adopted Nov. 11, 1967.]

Dalias County bond issues for roads and turn-
pikes, see § 5Ze, post. ~

§ 52-e. Dallas County Bond Issues for Roads and
Turnpikes '

Sec. 52-e. Bonds to be issued by Dallas County
under Section 52 of Article III of this Constitution
for the construction, maintenance and operation of
macadamized, graveled or paved roads and turn-
pikes, or in aid thereof, may, without the necessity
of further or amendatory legislation, be issued upon
a vote of a majority of the resident property taxpay-
ers voting thereon who are qualified electors of said
county, and bonds heretofore or hereafter issued
under Subsections (a) and (b) of said Section 52 shall
not be included in determining the debt limit pre-
scribed in said Section.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1968.]

Payment of medical expenses of law enforce-
ment officers, see § 52e, ante.

§ 53. County or Municipal Authorities; Extra
Compensation; Unauthorized Claims

Sec. 53. The Legislature shall have no power to
grant, or to authorize any county or municipal au-
thority to grant, any extra compensation, fee or
allowance to a public officer, agent, servant or con-
tractor, after service has been rendered, or a con-
tract has been entered into, and performed in whole
or in part; nor pay, nor authorize the payment of,
any claim created against any county or municipali-
ty of the State, under any agreement or contract,
made without authority of law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 54. Liens on Railroad; Release, Alienation or
Change

See. 54. The Legislature shall have no power to
release or alienate any lien held by the State upon
any railroad, or in any wise change the tenor or
meaning, or pass any act explanatory thereof; but
the same shall be enforced in accordance with the
original terms upon which it was acquired.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 55. Release or Extinguishment of Indebtedness
to State, County, Subdivision or Municipal
Corporation

Sec. 55. The Legislature shall have no power to
release or extinguish, or to authorize the releasing or
extinguishing, in whole or in part, the indebtedness,
liability or obligation of any corporation or individu-
al, to this State or to any county or defined subdivi-
sion thereof, or other municipal corporation therein,
except delinquent taxes which have been due for a
period of at least ten years.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1932.]
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§ 56. Local and Special Laws

Sec. 56. The Legislature shall not, except as oth-
erwise provided in this Constitution, pass any local
or special law, authorizing:

The creation, extension or impairing of liens;

Regulating the affairs of counties, cities, towns,
wards or school districts;

Changing the names of persons or places;

Changing the venue in civil or criminal cases;

Authorizing the laying out, opening, altering or
maintaining of roads, highways, streets or alleys;

Relating to ferries or bridges, or incorporating
ferry or bridge companies, except for the erection of
bridges crossing streams which form boundaries be-
{ween this and any other State;

Vacating roads, town plats, streets or alleys;

Relating to cemeteries, grave-yards or public
grounds not of the State;

Authorizing the adoption or legitimation of chil-
dren;

Locating or changing county seats;

Incorporating cities, towns or villages, or changing
their charters;

For the opening and conducting of elections, or
fixing or changing the places of voting;

Granting divorces;

Creating offices, or prescribing the powers and
duties of officers, in counties, cities, towns, election
or school districts;

Changing the law of descent or succession;

Regulating the practice or jurisdiction of, or
changing the rules of evidence in any judicial pro-
ceeding or inquiry before courts, justices of the
peace, sheriffs, commissioners, arbitrators or other
tribunals, or providing or changing methods for the
collection of (Febts, or the enforcing of judgments, or
prescribing the effect of judicial sales of real estate;

Regulating the fees, or extending the powers and
duties of aldermen, justices of the peace, magis-
trates or constables;

Regulating the management of public schools, the
building or repairing of school houses, and the rais-
ing of money for such purposes;

Fixing the rate of interest;

Affecting the estates of minors, or persons under
disability;

Remitting fines, penalties and forfeitures, and re-
funding moneys legally paid into the treasury;

Exempting property from taxation;

. Regulating labor, trade, mining and manufactur-
ing;

Declaring any named person of age;

Extending the time for the assessment or collec-
tion of taxes, or otherwise relieving any assessor or
collector of taxes from the due performance of his
official duties, or his securities from liability;

Giving effect to informal or invalid wills or deeds;

Summoning or empanelling grand or petit juries;

For limitation of civil or criminal actions;

For incorporating railroads or other works of in-
ternal improvements;

And in all other cases where a general law can be
made applicable, no local or special law shall be
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enacted; provided, that nothing herein contained
shall be construed to prohibit the Legislature from
passing special laws for the preservation of the
game and fish of this State in certain localities.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 57. Notice of Intention to Apply for Loecal or
Special Laws :

Sec. 57. No local or special law shall be passed,.

unless notice of the intention to apply therefor shall
have been published in the locality Wgere the matter
or thing to be affected may be situated, which notice
shall state the substance of the contemplated law,
and shall be published at least thirty days prior to
the introduction into the Legislature of such bill and
in the manner to be provided by law. The evidence
of such notice having been published, shall be exhib-
ited in the Legislature, before such act shall be
passed. .

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 58. Seat of Government

Sec. 58. The Legislature shall hold its sessions at
the City of Austin, which is hereby declared to be
the seat of government. .

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 59. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance for
State Employees .

Sec. 59. The Legislature shall have power to pass
such laws as may be necessary to provide for Work-
men’s Compensation Insurance for such State em-
ployees, as 1n its judgment is necessary or required;
and to provide for the payment of all costs, charges,
and premiums on such policies of insurance; provid-
ing the State shall never be required to purchase
insurance for any employee.

[Adopted Nov. 3, 1936.]

§' 60. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance for Em-
ployees of Counties and other Political
Subdivisions

Sec. 60. The Legislature shall have the power to
pass such laws as may be necessary to enable all
counties and other political subdivisions of this State
to provide Workmen’s Compensation Insurance, in-
cluding the right to provide its own insurance risk,
for all employees of the county or political subdivi-
sion as in its judgment is necessary or required; and
the Legislature shall provide suitable laws for the
administration of such insurance in the counties or
political subdivisions of this State and for the pay-
ment of the costs, charges and premiums on such
policies of insurance and the benefits to be paid
thereunder.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1948. Amended Nov. 6, 1962.]

§ 61. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance for Mu-
nicipal Employees

Sec. 61. The Legislature shall have the'Fower to
enact laws to enable cities, towns, and villages of
this State to provide Workmen’s Compensation In-
surance, including the right to provide their own
insurance risk for all employees; and the Legisla-
ture shall provide suitable laws for the administra-
tion of such insurance in the said municipalities and
for payment of the costs, charges, and premiums on
policies of insurance and the benefits to be paid
thereunder.
[Adopted Nov. 4, 1952.]

Art.3 §64

Minimum salaries, see § 61, post.

§ 61. Minimum Salaries

Sec. 61. The Legislature shall not fix the salary
of the Governor, Attorney General, Comptroller of
Public Accounts, the Treasurer, Commissioner of the
General Land Office or Secretary of State at a sum
less than that fixed for such officials in the Consti-
tution on January 1, 1953.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]

Workmen’s compensation insurance for mu-
nicipal employees, see § 61, ante.

§ 62. Continuity of State and Local Governmental
Operations

Sec. 62. The Legislature, in order to insure conti-
nuity of state and local governmental operations in
periods of emergency resulting from disasters
caused by enemy attack, shall have the power and
the immediate duty to provide for prompt and tem-
porary succession to the powers and duties of public
offices, excépt members of the Legislature, of what-

~ever nature and whether filled by election or ap-

pointment, the incumbents of which may become
unavailable for carrying on the powers and duties of
such offices. Provided, however, that Article I of
the Constitution of Texas, known as the “Bill of
Rights” shall not be in any manner, affected, amend-
gd, impaired, suspended, repealed or suspended here-
y.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1962.]

§ 63. Consolidation of Governmental Functions of
Political Subdivisions in Counties of 1,200,-
000 or More

Sec. 63. (1) The Legislature may by statute pro- .
vide for the consolidation of some functions of
government of any one or more political subdivisions
comprising or located within any county in this State
having one million, two hundred thousand (1,200,000)
or more inhabitants. Any such statute shall require
an election to be held within the political subdivi-
sions affected thereby with approval by a majority
of the voters in each of these political subdivisions,
under such terms and conditions as the Legislature
may require.

(2) The county government, or any political subdi-
vision(s) comprising or located therein, may contract
one with another for the performance of govern-
mental functions required or authorized by this Con-
stitution or the Laws of this State, under such terms
and conditions as the Legislature may prescribe.
The term “governmental functions,” as it relates to

- counties, includes all duties, activities and operations

of state-wide importance in which the county acts
for the State, as well as of local importance, whether
required or authorized by this Constitution or the
Laws of this State.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 64. Consolidation of Governmental Offices and
Functions in Counties and Political Subdi-
visions ’

Sec. 64. (a) The Legislature may by special stat-
ute provide for consolidation of governmental offices
and functions of government of any one or more
political subdivisions comprising or located within
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any county. Any such statute shall require an
election to be held within the political subdivisions
affected thereby with approval by a majority of the
voters in each of these subdivisions, under such
terms and conditions as the Legislature may require.

(b) The county government, or any political subdi-
vision(s) comprising or located therein, may contract
one with another for the performance of govern-
mental functions required or authorized by this Con-
stitution or the Laws of this State, under such terms
and conditions as the Legislature may prescribe. No
person acting under a contract made pursuant to
this Subsection (b) shall be deemed to hold more
than one office of honor, trust or profit or more than
one civil office of emolument. The term “govern-
mental functions,” as it relates to counties, includes
all duties, activities and operations of statewide im-
portance in which the county acts for the State, as
well as of local importance, whether required or
authorized by this Constitution or the Laws of this
State.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1968. Amended Nov. 3, 1970.]

§ 65. Public Bonds; Interest Rate;
Rates Repealed

Sec. 65. Wherever the Constitution authorizes an
agency, instrumentality, or subdivision of the State
to issue bonds and specifies the maximum rate of
interest which may be paid on such bonds issued
pursuant to such constitutional authority, such bonds
may bear interest at rates not to exceed a weighted
average annual interest rate of 6%. All Constitu-
tional provisions specifically setting rates in conflict

Conflicting

with this provision are hereby repealed. [This
amendment shall become effective upon its
adoption].

[Adopted Nov. 7, 1972.]

ARTICLE 1V
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Section

1. Officers constituting the Executive Department.

2. Election of officers of Executive Department.

3. Returns of Election; Declaration of Election; Tie Votes; Con-
tests.

3-a. Death, Disability or Failure to Qualify of Person receiving

Highest Vote.

4. Installation of Governor; Term; Eligibility.

5. Compensation of Governor.

6. Holding other Offices; Practice of Profession; Other Salary
Reward or Compensation.

. Commander in Chief of Military Forces; Calling Forth Militia.

7

8. Convening Legislature on Extraordinary Oceasions.

9. Governor's Message and Recommendations; Accounting for
Public Money; Estimates of Money Required.

10. Execution of Laws; Conduct of Business with other States and
United States.

11. Reprieves, Commutations and Pardons; Remission of Fines
and Forfeitures.

11-A. Suspension of Sentence and Probation.

12. Vacancies in State or District Offices.

13. Residence of Governor.

14.  Approval or Disapproval of Bills; Return and Reconsideration;
Failure to Return; Disapproval of Items of Appropriation.

15.  Approval or Disapproval of Orders, Resolutions or Votes.

16. Lieutenant Governor.

17. Death, Resignation, Refusal to Serve, Removal, Inability to
Serve, Impeachment or Absence; Compensation.

18. Restrictions and Inhibitions.
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19. Seal of State.

20. Commissions.

21. Secretary of State.

22. Attorney General.

23. Comptroller of Public Accounts; Treasurer; Commissioner of
General Land Office; Elected Statutory State Officers;
Term; Salary, Fees, Costs and Perquisites.

24. Accounts and Reports; Information To, and Inspection By,
Governor; Perjury.

25. Custodians of Public Funds;

26. Notaries Public.

Breaches of Trust and Duty.

§ 1. Officers constituting the Executive Depart-
ment '

~Sec. 1. The Executive Department of the State
shall consist of a Governor, who shall be the Chief
Executive Officer of the State, a Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Secretary of State, Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Treasurer, Commissioner of the General
Land Office, and Attorney General.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 2. Election of officers of Executive Department

Sec. 2. All the above officers of the Executive
Department (except Secretary of State) shall be -
elected by the qualified voters of the State at the
time and places of election -for members of the
Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3. Returns of Election; -Declaration of Election;
Tie Votes; Contests

Sec. 3. The returns of every election for said
executive officers, until otherwise provided by law,
shall be made out, sealed up, and transmitted by the
returning officers prescribed by law, to the seat of
Government, directed to the Secretary of State, who
shall deliver the same to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, as soon as the Speaker shall be
chosen, and the said Speaker shall, during the first
week of the session of the Legislature, open and
publish them in the presence of both Houses of the
Legislature. The person, voted for at said election,
having the highest number of votes for each of said
offices respectively, and being constitutionally eligi-
ble, shall be declared by the Speaker, under sanction
of the Legislature, to be elected to said office. But,
if two or more persons shall have the highest and an
e(f;ual number of votes for either of said offices, one
of them shall be immediately chosen to such office
by joint vote of both Houses of the Legislature.
Contested elections for either of said offices, shall be
determined by both Houses of the Legislature in
joint session.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3-a. Death, Disability or Failure to Qualify of
Person receiving Highest Vote

Sec. 3-a. If, at the time the Legislature shall
canvass the election returns for the offices of Gover-
nor and Lieutenant Governor, the person receiving
the highest number of votes for the office of Gover-
nor, as declared by the Speaker, has died, then the
person having the highest number of votes for the
office of Lieutenant (%overnor shall act as Governor
until after the next general election. It is further
provided that in the event the person with the
highest number of votes for the office of Governor,
as declared by the Speaker, shall become disabled, or
fail to qualify, then the Lieutenant Governor shall
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act as Governor until a person has qualified for the
office of Governor, or until after the next general
election. Any succession to the Governorship not
otherwise provided for in this Constitution, may be
provided for by law; provided, however, that any
person succeeding to the office of Governor shall be
qualified as otherwise provided in this Constitution,
and shall, during the entire term to which he may
succeed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions
imposed in this Constitution on the Governor.
[Adopted Nov. 2, 1948.]

§ 4. Installation of Governor; Term; Eligibility

Sec. 4. The Governor elected at the general
election in 1974, and thereafter, shall be installed on
the first Tuesday after the organization of the Leg-
islature, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and
shall hold his office  for the term of four years, or
until his successor shall be duly installed. He shall
be at least thirty years of age, a citizen of the
United States, and shall have resided in this State at
least five years immediately preceding his election.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 5. Compensation of Governor

Sec. 5. The Governor shall, at stated times, re-
ceive as compensation for his services an annual
salary in an amount to be fixed by the Legislature,
and shall have the use and occupation of the Gover-
nor’s ‘Mansion, fixtures and furniture.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 3, 1936; Nov. 2,
1954.]

§ 6. Holding other Offices; Practice of Profes-
sion; Other Salary Reward or Compensa-
tion

Sec. 6. During the time he holds the office of
Governor, he shall not hold any other office: civil,
military or corporate;
profession, and receive compensation, reward, fee, or
the promise thereof for the same; nor receive any
salary, reward or compensation or the promise there-
of from any person or corporation, for any service
rendered or performed during the time he is Gover-
nor, or to be thereafter rendered or performed.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 7. Commander in Chief of Military Forces; Call-
ing Forth Militia

Sec. 7. He shall be Commander-in-Chief of the
military forces of the State, except when they are
called into actual service of the United States. He
shall have power to call forth the militia to execute
the laws of the State, to suppress insurrections, repel
invasions, and protect the frontier from hostile in-
cursions by Indians or other predatory bands.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.] ~

§ 8. Convening Legislature on Extraordinary Oc-
casions ]

Sec. 8. The Governor may, on extraordinary oc-
casions, convene the Legislature at the seat of
Government, or at a different place, in case that
should .be in possession of the public enemy or in
case of the prevalence of disease thereat. His proc-
lamation therefor shall state specifically the purpose
for which the Legislature is convened. '
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

nor shall he practice any-

Art.4 §11

§ 9. Governor’s Message and Recommendations;
Accounting for Public Money; Estimates of
Money Required
Sec. 9. The Governor shall, at the commence-
ment of each session of the Legislature, and at the
close of his term of office, give to the Legislature
information, by message, 0%1 the condition of the
State; and he shall recommend to the Legislature
such measures as he may deem expedient. He shall
account to the Legislature for all public moneys
received and paid out by him, from any funds sub-
ject to his order, with vouchers; and shall accompa-
ny his message with a statement of the same. And
at the commencement of each regular session, he
shall present estimates of the amount of money
required to be raised by taxation for all purposes.
{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 10. Execution of Laws; Conduct of Business
with other States and United States

Sec. 10. He shall cause the laws to be faithfull
executed and shall conduct, in person, or in suc
manner as shall be prescribed by law, all intercourse
and business of the State with other States and with
the United States. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11. Reprieves, Commutations and Pardons; Re-

mission of Fines and Forfeitures

Sec. 11. " There is hereby created a Board of Par-
dons and Paroles, to be composed of three members,
who shall have been resident citizens of the State of
Texas for a period of not less than two years imme-
diatel¥l i)receding such appointment, each of whom
shall hold office for a term of six years; provided
that of the members of the first board appointed,
one shall serve for two years, one for four years and
one for six years from the first day of February,
1937, and they shall cast lots for their respective
terms. One member of said Board shall be appoint-
ed by the Governor, one member by the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, and
one member by the presiding Justice of the Court of
Criminal Appeals; the appointments of all members
of said Board shall be made with the advice and
consent of two-thirds of the Senate present. Each
vacancy shall be filled by the respective appointing
power that theretofore made the appointment to
such position and the appointive powers shall have
the authority to make recess appointments until the
convening of the Senate.

In all criminal cases, except treason and impeach-
ment, the Governor shall have power, after convie-
tion, on the written signed recommendation and
advice of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, or a
majority thereof, to grant reprieves and commuta-
tions of punishment and pardons; and under such
rules as t{)\e Legislature may preseribe, and upon the
written recommendation and advice of a majority of
the Board of Pardons and Paroles, he shall have the
power to remit fines and forfeitures. The Governor
shall have the power to grant one reprieve in any
capital case for a period not to exceed thirty (30)
days; and he shall have power to revoke J)aroles and
conditional pardons. With the advice and consent of
the Legislature, he may grant reprieves, commuta-
tions of punishment and pardons in cases of treason.

The Legislature shall have power to regulate pro-

cedure before the Board of Pardons and Paroles and
shall require it to keep record of its actions and the



Art. 4 §11

reasons therefor, and shall have authority to enact
parole laws.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 3, 1936.]

§ 11-A. Suspension of Sentence and Probation

Sec. 11-A. The Courts of the State of Texas
having original jurisdiction of criminal actions shall
have the power, after conviction, to suspend the
imposition or execution of sentence and to place the
defendant upon probation and to reimpose such sen-
tence, under sucﬁ conditions as the Legislature may
prescribe.

[Adopted Aug. 24, 1935.]

§ 12. Vacancies in State or District Offices

Sec. 12. All vacancies in State or district offices,
except members of the Legislature, shall be filled
unless otherwise provided by law, by appointment of
the Governor, which appointment, if made during its
session, shall be with the advice and consent of
two-thirds of the Senate present. If made during
the recess of the Senate, the said appointee, or some
other person to fill such vacancy, shall be nominated
to the Senate during the first ten days of its session.
If rejected, said office shall immediately become
vacant, and the Governor shall, without delay, make
further nominations, until a confirmation takes
place. But should there be no confirmation during
. the session of the Senate, the Governor shall not
thereafter appoint any person to fill such vacancy
who has been rejected by the Senate; but may
appoint some other person to fill the vacaney until
the next session of the Senate or until the regular
election to said office, should it sooner ocecur. Ap-
pointments to vacancies in offices elective by the
people shall only continue until the first general
election thereafter.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 13. Residence of Governor

Sec. 13. During the session of the Legislature
the Governor shall reside where its sessions are held,
and at all other times at the seat of Government,
except when by act of the Legislature, he may be
required or authorized to reside elsewhere.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 14. Approval or Disapproval of Bills; Return
and Reconsideration; Failure to Return;
Disapproval of Items of Appropriation

Sec. 14. Every bill which shall have passed both
Houses of the Legislature shall be presented to the
Governor for his approval. If he approve he shall
sign it; but if he disapprove it, he shall return it,
with his objections, to the House in which it origi-
nated, which House shall enter the objections at
large upon its journal, and proceed to reconsider it.
If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the mem-
bers present agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent,
with the objections, to the other House, by which
likewise it shall be reconsidered; and, if approved b
two-thirds of the members of that House, it shall
become a law; but in such cases the votes of both
Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and
the names of the members voting for and against
the bill shall be entered on the journal of each House
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the
Governor with his objections within ten days (Sun-
days excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he
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had signed it, unless the Legislature, by its adjourn--
ment, prevent its return, in which case it shall _be a
law, unless he shall file the same, with his objections,
in the office of the Secretary of State and give
notice thereof by gublic proclamation within twenty
days after such adjournment. If any bill presented
to the Governor contains several items of appropria-
tion he may object to one or more of such items, and
approve the other portion of the bill. In such case
he shall append to the bill, at the time of signing it,
a statement of the items to which he objects, and no
item so objected to shall take effect. If the Legisla-
ture be in session, he shall transmit to the House in
which the bill originated a copY of such statement
and the items objected to shall be separately con-
sidered. If, on reconsideration, one or more of such
items be approved by two-thirds of the members
resent of each House, the same shall be part of the
aw, notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.
If any such bill, containing several items of appro-
priation, not having been presented to the Governor
ten days (Sundays excepted) prior to adjournment,
be in the hands of the Governor at the time of
adjournment, he shall have twenty days from such
adjournment within which to file objections to any
items thereof and make proclamation of the same,
and such item or items shall not take effect.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 15. Approval or Disapproval of Orders, Resolu-
tions or Votes

See. 15. Every order, resolution or vote to which
the concurrence of both Houses of the Legislature
may be necessary, except on questions of adjourn-
ment, shall be presented to the Governor, and, be-
fore it shall take effect, shall be approved by him;
or, being disa{)proved, shall be repassed by both
Houses, and all the rules, provisions and limitations
shall apply thereto as prescribed in the last preced-
ing section in the case of a bill.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 16. Lieutenant Governor

Sec. 16. There shall also be a Lieutenant Gover-
nor, who shall be chosen at every election for Gover-
nor by the same electors, in the same manner, con-
tinue in office for the same time, and possess the
same qualifications. The electors shall distinguish
for whom they vote as Governor and for whom as
Lieutenant Governor.- The Lieutenant Governor,
shall by virtue of his office, be President of the
Senate, and shall have, when in Committee of the
Whole, a right to debate and vote on all questions;
and when the Senate is equally divided to give the
casting vote. In case of the death, resignation,
removal from office, inability or refusal of the Gov-
ernor to serve, or of his impeachment or absence
from the State, the Lieutenant Governor shall exer-
cise the powers and authority appertaining to the
office of Governor until another }l))e chosen at the
periodical election, and be duly qualified; or until
the Governor impeached, absent or disabled, shall be
acquitted, return, or his disability be removed.
{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 17. Death, Resignation, Refusal to Serve, Re-
moval, Inability to Serve, Impeachment or

‘ Absence; Compensation
Sec. 17. 1If, during the vacancy in the office of
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor should die, re-
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sign, refuse to serve, or be removed from office, or
be unable to serve; or if he shall be impeached or
absent from the State, the President of the Senate,
for the time being, shall, in like manner, administer
the Government until he shall be superseded by a
Governor or Lieutenant Governor. The Lieutenant
Governor shall, while he acts as President of the
Senate, receive for his services the same compensa-
tion and mileage which shall be allowed to the
members of the Senate, and no more; and during
the time he administers the Government, as Gover-
nor, he shall receive in like manner the same com-
pensation which the Governor would have received
had he been employed in the duties of his office, and
no more. The President, for the time being, of the
Senate, shall, during the time he administers the
Government, receive in like manner the same com-

ensation, which the Governor would have received

ad he been employed in the duties of his office.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 18. Restrictions and Inhibitions

Sec. 18. The Lieutenant Governor or President
of the Senate succeeding to the office of Governor,
shall, during the entire term to which he may sue-
ceed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions
imposed in this Constitution on the Governor.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 19. Seal of State

Sec. 19. There shall be aSeal of the State which
shall be kept by the Secretary of State, and used by
him officially under the direction of the Governor.
The Seal of the State shall be a star of five points
encircled by olive and live oak branches, and the
words: “The State of Texas.”

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 20. Commissions

Sec. 20. All commissions shall be in the name
and by the authority of the State of Texas, sealed
with the State Seal, signed by the Governor and
attested by the Secretary of State.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 21.. Secretary of State

Sec. 21. There shall be a Secretary of State, who
shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, and who shall
continue in office during the term of service of the
"~ Governor. He shall authenticate the publication of
the laws, and keep a fair register of all official acts
and proceedings of the Governor, and shall, when
required, lay the same and all papers, minutes and
vouchers relative thereto, before the Legislature, or
either House thereof, and shall perform such other
duties as may be required of him by law. He shall
receive for his services an annual salary in an
amount to be fixed by the Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 3, 1936; Nov. 2,
1954.)

§ 22. Attorney General

Sec. 22. The Attorney General elected at the
general election in 1974, and_thereafter, shall hold
office for four years and until his successor is duly
qualified. He shall represent the State in all suits
and pleas in the Supreme Court of the State in
which the State may be a party, and shall especially
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inquire into the charter rights of all private corpora-
tions, and from time to time, in the name of the
State, take such action in the courts as may be
proper and necessary to prevent any private corpora-
tion from exercising any power or demanding or
collecting any species of taxes, tolls, freight or
wharfage not authorized by law. He shall, whenev-
er sufficient cause exists, seek a judicial forfeiture
of such charters, unless otherwise expressly directed
by law, and give legal advice in writing to the
Governor and other executive officers, when re-
quested by them, and perform such other duties as
may be required by law. He shall reside at the seat
of %overnment during his continuance in office. He
shall receive for his services an annual salary in an
amount to be fixed by the Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 23. Comptroller of Public Accounts; Treasurer; -
Commissioner of General Land Office;
Elected Statutory State Officers; Term;
Salary, Fees, Costs and Perquisites

Sec. 23. The Comptroller of Public Accounts, the
Treasurer, the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, and any statutory State officer who is elect-
ed by the electorate of Texas at large, unless a term
of office is otherwise specifically provided in this
Constitution, shall each ﬁold office for the term of
four years and until his successor is qualified. The
four-year term applies to these officers who are
elected at the general election in 1974 or thereafter.
Each shall receive an annual salary in an amount to
be fixed by the Legislature; reside at the Capital of
the State during his continuance in office, and per-
form such duties as are or may be required by law.
They and the Secretary of State shall not receive to
their own use any fees, costs or perquisites of office.
All fees that may be payable by law for any service
performed by any officer specified in this section or
1n his office, shall be paid, when received, into the
State Treasury. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 24. Accounts and Reports; Information To, and
Inspection By, Governor; Perjury

Sec. 24. .An account shall be kept by the officers
of the Executive Department, and by all officers and
managers of State institutions, of all moneys and
choses in action received and disbursed or otherwise
disposed of by them, severally, from all sources, and
for every service performed; and a semi-annual
report thereof shall be made to the Governor under
oath. The Governor may, at any time, require in-
formation in writing from any and all of said offi-
cers or managers, upon any subject relating to the
duties, condition, management and expenses of their
respective offices and institutions, which informa-
tion shall be required by the Governor under oath,
and the Governor may also inspect their books,
accounts, vouchers and public funds; and any officer
or manager who, at any time, shall wilfully make a
false report or give false information, shall be guilty
of perjury, and so adjudged, and punished according-
ly, and removed from office. :
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 25. Custodians of Public Funds; Breaches of
Trust and Duty

Sec. 25. The: Legislature shall pass efficient laws
facilitating the investigation of breaches of trust
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and duty by all custodians of public funds and
providing for their suspension from office on reason-
able cause shown, and for the appointment of tem-
porary incumbents of their offices during such sus-
pension.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 26. Notaries Public

Sec. 26. (a) The Secretary of State shall appoint
a convenient number of Notaries Public for each
county who shall perform such duties as now are or
may be prescribed by law. The qualifications of
Notaries Public shall be prescribed by law.

(b) Nothing herein shall affect the terms of office
of Notaries Public who have qualified for the
present term prior to the taking effect of this
amendment. :

(¢) Should the Legislature enact an enabling law
hereto in anticipation of the adoption of this amend-
ment, such law shall not be invalid by reason of its
anticipatory character.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 5, 1940.]

ARTICLE V
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Section

1. Judicial Power; Courts in which Vested.

1-a. Retirement, Censure, Removal and Compensation of Justices
and Judges; State Judicial Qualifications Commission;
Procedure.

2. Supreme Court; Justices; Sections; Eligibility; Election; Va-

cancies.

3. Jurisdiction of Supreme Court; Writs; Sessions; Clerk.

3-a. Sessions of Court.

3-b. Appeal from Order granting or denying Injunction.

. Court of Criminal Appeals; Judges.

5.- Jurisdiction of Court of Criminal Appeals; Terms of Court;

Clerk.

6. Courts of Civil Appeals; Transfer of Causes; Terms of Judges.

7. Judicial Districts; District Judges; Terms or Sessions; Ab-
sence, Disability or Disqualification of Judge.

8. Jurisdiction of District Court. .

9. Clerk of District Court.

10. Trial by Jury.

11. Disqualification of Judges; Exchange of Districts; Holding
Court for other Judges.

12. Judges to be Conservators of the Peace; Style of Writs and
Process; Prosecutions in Name of State; Conclusion.

13. Number of Grand and Petit Jurors; Number Concurring.

14. Judicial Districts and Time of Holding Court fixed by Ordi-
nance.

15. County Court; County Judge.

16. County Courts; Jurisdiction; Appeals to Court of Civil Ap-
peals and Court of Criminal Appeals; Disqualification of
Judge.

17. Terms of County Court; Prosecutions; Juries.

18. Division of Counties into Precincts; Election of Constablé and
Justice of the Peace; County Commissioners and County
Commissioners Court.

19. Justices of the Peace; Jurisdiction; Appeals; Ex Officio No-
taries Public; Times and Places of holding Court.

20. County Clerk.

21. County Attorneys; District Attorneys.

22. Changing Jurisdiction of County Courts.

23. Sheriffs.

24. Removal of County Officers.

25. Rules of Court.

26. Criminal Cases; No Appeal by State.

27. Transfer of Cases Pending at Adoption of Constitution.

28. Vacancies in Judicial Offices.

29. County Court; Terms of Court; Probate Business; Com-
mencement of Prosecutions; Jury.
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30. Judges of Courts of County-wide Jurisdiction; Criminal Dis-
trict Attorneys.

§ 1. Judicial Power; 'Courts in which Vested

Sec. 1. The judicial power of this State shall be
vested in one Supreme Court, in Courts of Civil
Appeals, in a Court of Criminal Appeals, in District
Courts, in County Courts, in Commissioners Courts,
in Courts of Justices of the Peace, and in such other
courts as may be provided by law.

The Criminal District Court of Galveston and Har-
ris Counties shall continue with the district jurisdic-
tion and organization now existing by law until
otherwise provided by law.

The Legislature may establish such other courts as
it may deem necessary and prescribe the jurisdiction
and organization thereof, and may conform the ju-
risdiction of the district and other inferior courts
thereto. }

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891.]

§ 1-a. Retirement, Censure, Removal and Com-
pensation of Justices and Judges; St.:ate
Judicial Qualifications Commission;

Procedure

Sec. 1-a. (1) Subject to the further provisions of
this Section, the Legislature shall provide for the
retirement and compensation of Justices and Judges
of the Appellate Courts and District and Criminal
Distriet Courts on account of length of service, age
and disability, and for their reassignment to active
duty where and when needed. The office of every
such Justice and Judge shall become vacant when
the incumbent reaches the age of seventy-five (75)
years or such earlier age, not less than seventy (70)
years, as the Legislature may prescribe; but, in the
case of an incumbent whose term of office includes
the effective date of this Amendment, this provision
shall not prevent him from serving the remainder of
said term nor be applicable to him before his period
or periods of judicial service shall have reached a
total of ten (10) years.

(2) There is hereby created the State Judicial
Qualifications Commission, to consist of nine (9)
members, to wit: (1) two (2) Justices of Courts of
Civil Appeals; (ii) two (2) Distriet Judges; (iii) two
(2) members of the State Bar, who have respectively
practiced as such for over ten (10) consecutive years
next preceding their selection; (iiii) three (8) citi-
zens, at least thirty (30) years of age, not licensed to
practice law nor holding any salaried public office or
employment; provided that no person shall be or
remain a member of the Commission, who does not
maintain physical residence within this State, or who
resides in, or holds a judgeship within or for, the
same Supreme Judicial District as another member
of the Commission, or who shall have ceased to
retain the qualifications above specified for his re-
spective class of membership. Commissioners of
classes (i) and (ii) above shall be chosen by the
Supreme Court with advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, those of class (iii) by the Board of Directors of
the State Bar under regulations to be prescribed by
the Supreme Court with advice and consent of the
Senate, and those of class (iiii) by appointment of
the Governor with advice and consent of the Senate.

(3) The regular term of office of Commissioners
shall be six (6) years; but the initial members of
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each of classes (i), (ii) and (iii) shall respectively be
chosen for terms of four (4) and six (6? years, and
the initial members of class (iiii) for respective terms
of two (2), four (4) and six (6) years. Interim
vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as
vacancies due to expiration of a full term, but only
for the unexpired portion of the term in question.
Commissioners may succeed themselves in office
only if having served less than three (3) consecutive
years.

(4) Commissioners shall receive no compensation
for their services as such. The Legislature shall
rovide for the payment of the necessary expense
or the operation of the Commission.

(5) The Commission may hold its meetings, hear-
ings and other proceedings at such times and places
as it shall determine but shall meet at Austin at
least once each year. It shall annually select one of
its members as Chairman. A quorum shall consist of
five (5) members. Proceedings shall be by majority
vote of those present, except that recommendations
for retirement, censure, or removal of any person
holding an office named in Paragraph A ofy S}l)lbsec-
tion (6) of this Section shall be by affirmative vote
of at least five (5) members.

(6) A. Any Justice or Judge of the Appellate
Courts and District and Criminal District Courts,
any County Judge, and any Judge of a County Court
at Law, a Court of Domestic Relations, a Juvenile
Court, a Probate Court, or a Corporation or Munici-

al Court, and any Justice of the Peace, and any

udge or presidin% officer of any special court creat-
ed % the Legislature as provided in Section 1,
Article V, of this Constitution, may, subject to the
other provisions hereof, be removed from office for
willful or persistent conduct, which is clearly incon-
sistent with the proper performance of ﬂis said
duties or casts pub?ic discredit upon the judiciary or
administration of justice; or any person holding
such office may be censured, in lieu of removal from
office, under procedures provided for by the Legisla-
ture. '

B. Any person holding an office named in Para-
graph A of this subsection who is eligible for retire-
ment benefits under the laws of this state providin
for judicial retirement may be involuntarily retired,
and any person holding an office named in that
paragraph who is not eligible for retirement benefits
under such laws may be removed from office, for
disability seriously interfering with the performance
of his duties, which is, or is likely to become, perma-
nent in nature.

(7) The Commission shall keep itself informed as

fully as may be of circumstances relating to the
misconduct or disability of particular persons hold-
ing an office named in Paragraph A of Subsection
§6) of this Section, receive complaints or reports,
ormal or informal, from any source in this behalf
and make such preliminary investigations as it may
determine. Its orders for the attendance or testimo-
ny of witnesses or for the production of documents
at any hearing or investigation shall be enforceable
by contempt proceedings in the District Court.

(8) After such investigation as it deems necessary,
the Commission may in its discretion issue a private
reprimand, or if the Commission determines that the
situation merits such action, it may order a hearing
to be held before it concerning the removal, or
retirement of a person holding an office named in

Art.5 §2

Paragraph A of Subsection (6) of this Section, or it
may 1n 1ts discretion request the Supreme Court to
agpomt an active or retired District Judge or Justice
of a Court of Civil Appeals as a Master to hear and
take evidence in any such matter, and to report
thereon to the Commission. If, after hearing, or
after considering the record and report of a Master,
the Commission finds good cause therefor, it shall
issue an order of public censure or it shall recom-
mend to the Supreme Court the removal, or retire-
ment, as the case may be, of the person in question
holding an office named in Paragraph A of Subsec-
tion (6) of this Section and shall thereupon file with
the Clerk of the Supreme Court the entire record

before the Commission.

(9) The Supreme Court shall review the record of
the proceedings on the law and facts and in its
discretion may, for good cause shown, permit the
introduction of additional evidence and shall order
public censure, retirement or removal, as it finds
just and proper, or wholly reject the recommenda-
tion. Upon an order for involuntary retirement for
disability or an order for removal, the office in
question shall become vacant. The rights of an
incumbent so retired to retirement benefits shall be
the same as if his retirement had been voluntary.

(10) All papers filed with and proceedings before
the Commission or a Master shall be confidential,
and the filin% of papers with, and the giving of
testimony before, the Commission, Master or the
Supreme Court shall be privileged; provided that
upon being filed in the Supreme Court the record
loses its confidential character.

(11) The Supreme Court shall by rule provide for
the procedure before the Commission, Masters and
the Supreme Court. Such rule shall afford to any

erson holding an office named in Paragraph A of
Iéubsection (6) of this Section, against whom a pro-
ceeding is instituted to cause his retirement or re-
moval, due proecess of law for the procedure before
the Commission, Masters and the Supreme Court in
the same manner that any person whose property
rights are in jeopardy in an adjudicatory proceeding
is entitled to due process of law, regardless of
whether or not the interest of the person holding an
office named in Paragraph A of Subsection (6% of
this Section in remaining in active status is con-
sidered to be a right or a privilege. Due process
shall include the right to notice, counsel, hearing,
confrontation of his accusers, and all such other
incidents of due process as are ordinarily available in
proceedings whether or not misfeasance is charged,
upon proof of which a penalty may be imposed.

(12) No person holding an office named in Para-
graph A of Subsection (6) of this Section shall sit as
a member of the Commission or Supreme Court in
any proceeding involving his own retirement or re-
moval.

(13) This Section 1-a is alternative to and cumula-
tive of, the methods of removal of persons holding
an office named in Paragraph A of Subsection (6) of
this Section provided elsewhere in this Constitution.
[Adopted Nov. 2, 1948. Amended Nov. 2, 1965; Nov. 3,
1970.]

§ 2. Supreme Court; Justices; Sections; Eligibili-
ty; Election; Vacancies

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of a

Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices, any five



Art.5 §2

of whom shall constitute a quorum, and the concur-
rence of five shall be necessary to a decision of a
case; provided, that when the business of the court
may require, the court may sit in sections as desig-
nated by the court to hear argument of causes and
to consider applications for writs of error or other
preliminary matters. No person shall be eligible to
the office of Chief Justice or Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court unless he be, at the. time of his
election, a citizen of the United States and of this
state, and unless he shall have attained the age of
thirty-five years, and shall have been a practicing
lawyer, or a lawyer and judge of a court of record
together at least ten years. Said Justices shall be
elected (three of them each two years) by the quali-
fied voters of the state at a general election; shall
hold their offices six years, or until their successors
are elected and qualified; and shall each receive
such compensation as shall be provided by law. In
case of a vacancy in the office of any Justice of the
Supreme Court, the Governor shall fill the vacancy
until the next general election for state officers, and
at such general election the vacancy for the unex-
pired term shall be filled by election by the qualified
voters of the state. The Justices of the Supreme
Court who may be in office at the time this amend-
ment takes effect shall continue in office until the
expiration of their term of office under the present
Constitution, and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The Judges of the Commission of
Appeals who may be in office at the time this
amendment takes effect shall become Associate Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court and each shall continue
in office as such Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court until January 1st next preceding the expira-
tion of the term to which he has been appointed and
until his successor shall be elected and qualified.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891; Aug. 25,
1945.]

§ 3. Jurisdiction of Supreme Court; Writs; Ses-
sions; Clerk

Sec. 3. The Supreme Court shall have appellate
jurisdiction only except as herein specified, which
shall be co-extensive with the limits of the State.
Its appellate jurisdiction shall extend to questions of
law arising in cases of which the Courts of Civil
Appeals have appellate jurisdiction under such re-
strictions and regulations as the Legislature may
prescribe.  Until otherwise provided by law the ap-
pellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall ex-
tend to questions of law arising in the cases in the
Courts of Civil Appeals in which the Judges of any
Court of Civil Appeals may disagree, or where the
several Courts of Civil Appeals may hold differently
on the same question of law or where a statute of
the State is held void. The Supreme Court and the
Justices thereof shall have power to issue writs of
habeas corpus, as may be preseribed by law, and
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law,
the said courts and the Justices thereof may issue
the writs of mandamus, procedendo, certiorari and
such other writs, as may be necessary to enforce its
Jurisdiction. The Legislature may confer original
Jurisdiction on the Supreme Court to issue writs of
quo warranto and mandamus in such cases as may
lé(ta stpemfied, except as against the Governor of the

ate.
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The Supreme Court shall also have power, upon
affidavit or otherwise as by the court may be deter-
mined, to ascertain such matters of fact as may be
necessary to the proper exercise of its jurisdiction.

The Supreme Court shall appoint a clerk, who
shall give bond in such manner as is now or may
hereafter, be required by law, and he may hold his
office for four years and shall be subject to removal
by said court for good cause entered of record on the
minutes of said court who shall receive such compen-
sation as the Legislature may provide.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891; Nov. 4,
1930.]

§ 3—a. Sessions of Court

Sec. 3-a. The Supreme Court may sit at any
time during the year at the seat of government for
the transaction of business and each term thereof
shall begin and end with each calendar year.

fAdopted Nov. 4, 1930.]

§ 3-b. Appeal from Order granting or denying
_ Injunction
Sec. 3-b. The Legislature shall have the power
to provide by law, for an appeal direct to the Su-
preme Court of this State from an order of any trial
court granting or denying an interlocutory or per-
manent injunction on the grounds of the constitu-
tionality or unconstitutionality of any statute of this
State, or on the validity or invalidity of any adminis-
trative order issued by any state agency under any
statute of this State.
[Adopted Nov. 5, 1940.]

§ 4. Court of Criminal Appeals; Judges

Sec. 4. The Court of Criminal Appeals shall con-
sist of five Judges, one of whom shall be Presiding
Judge, a majority of whom shall constitute a quo-
rum, and the concurrence of three Judges shall be
necessary to a decision of said court. Said Judges
shall have the same qualifications and receive the
same salaries as the Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court. They shall be elected by the qualified
voters of the state at a general election and shall
hold their offices for a term of six years. In case of
a vacancy in the office of a Judge of the Court of
Criminal Appeals, the Governor shall, with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, fill said vacancy by
appointment until the next succeeding general
election.

The Judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals who
may be in office at the time when this Amendment
takes effect shall become Judges of the Court of
Criminal Appeals and continue in office until the
expiration of the term of office for which each has
been elected or appointed under the present Consti-
tution and laws of this state, and until his successor
shall have been elected and qualified.

. The two members of the Commission of Appeals
in aid of the Court of Criminal Appeals who may be
in office at the time when this Amendment takes
effect shall become Judges of the Court of Criminal
Appeals and shall hold their offices, one for a term
of two years and the other for a term of four years,
beginning the first day of January following the
adoption of this Amendment and until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified. Said Judges shall by
agreement or otherwise designate the incumbent for
each of the terms mentioned.
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The Governor shall designate one of the five
Judges as Presiding Judge and at the expiration of
his term and each six years thereafter a Presiding
Judge shall be elected. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 8, 1966.] ‘

§ 5. Jurisdiction of Court of Criminal Appeals;
Terms of Court; Clerk

Sec. 5. The Court of Criminal Appeals shall have
appellate jurisdiction coextensive with the limits of
the state in all criminal cases of whatever grade,
with such exceptions and under such regulations as
may be prescribed by law.

The Court of Criminal Appeals and the Judges
thereof shall have the power to issue the writ of
habeas corpus, and under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law, issue such writs as may be neces-
sary to enforce its own jurisdiction. The Court of
Criminal Appeals shall have power upon affidavit or
otherwise to ascertain such matters of fact as may
be necessary to the exercise of its jurisdiction.

The Court of Criminal Appeals may sit for the
transaction of business at any time from the first
Monday in October to the last Saturday in Septem-
ber in each year, at the State Capitol. The Court of
Criminal Appeals shall appoint a clerk of the court
who shall give bond in such manner as is now or may
hereafter be required by law, and who shall hold his
office for a term of four years unless sooner re-
moved by the court for good cause entered of record
on the minutes of said court.

The Clerk of the Court of Criminal Appeals who
may be in office at the time when this Amendment
takes effect shall continue in office for the term of
his appointment. '
{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 6. Courts of Civil Appeals; Transfer of Causes;
Terms of Judges

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall as soon as practica-
ble after the adoption of this amendment divide the
State into not less than two nor more than three
Supreme judicial districts and thereafter into such
additional districts as the increase of population and
business may require, and shall establish a Court of
Civil Appeals in each of said districts, which shall
consist of a Chief Justice and two Associate Justices,
who shall have the qualifications as herein pre-
scribed for Justices of the Supreme Court. Said
Court of Civil Appeals shall have appellate jurisdic-
tion co-extensive with the limits of their respective
districts, which shall extend to all civil cases of
which the District Courts or County Courts have
original or appellate jurisdiction, under such restrie-
tions and regulations as may be prescribed by law.
Provided, that the decision of said courts shall be
conclusive on all questions of fact brought before
them on appeal or error.

Each of said Courts of Civil Appeals shall hold its
sessions at a place in its district to be designated by
the Legislature, and at such time as may be pre-
seribed by law. Said Justices shall be elected by the
qualified voters of their respective districts at a
general election, for a [a] term of six years and shall
receive for their services the sum of three thousand
five hundred dollars per annum, until otherwise pro-
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vided by law. Said courts shall have such other
jurisdiction, original and appellate as may be pre-
scribed by law. Each Court of Civil Appeals shall
appoint a clerk in the same manner as the clerk of
the Supreme Court which clerk shall receive such
compensation as may be fixed by law.

Until the organization of the Courts of Civil Ap-
peals and Criminal Appeals, as herein provided for,
the jurisdiction, power and organization and location
of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals and the
Commission of Appeals shall continue as they were
before the adoption of this amendment.

All civil cases which may be pending in the Court
of Appeals shall as soon as practicable after the
organization of the Courts of Civil Appeals be certi-
fied to, and the records thereof transmitted to the
proper Courts of Civil Appeals to be decided by said
courts. At the first session of the Supreme Court
the Court of Criminal Appeals and such of [of] the
Courts of Civil Appeals which may be hereafter
created under this article after the first election of
the Judges of such courts under this amendment.
The terms of office of the Judges of each court shall
be divided into three classes and the Justices thereof
shall draw for the different classes. Those who shall
draw class No. 1 shall hold their offices two years,
those drawing class No. 2 shall hold their offices for
four years and those who may draw class No. 3 shall
hold - their offices for six years, from the date-of
their election and until their successors are elected
and qualified, and thereafter each of the said Judges
shall hold his office for six years, as provided in-this
Constitution.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891.]

§ 7. Judicial Districts; District Judges; Terms or
Sessions; Absence, Disability or Disqualifi-
cation of Judge

Sec. 7. The State shall be divided into as many
judicial districts as may now or hereafter be provid-
ed by law, which may be increased or diminished by
law. For each district there shall be elected by the
qualified voters thereof, at a General Election, a
Judge, who shall be a citizen of the United States
and of this State, who shall be licensed to practice
law in this State and shall have been a practicin
lawyer or a Judge of a Court in this State, or bot%
combined, for four (4) years next preceding his
election, who shall have resided in the district in
which he was elected for two (2) years next preced-
ing his-election, who shall reside in his district dur-
ing his term of office, who shall hold his office for
the period of four (4) years, and shall receive for his
services an annual salary to be fixed by the Legisla-
ture. The Court shall conduct its proceedings at the
county seat of the county in which the case is
pending, .except as otherwise provided by law. He
shall hold the regular terms of his Court at the
County Seat of each County in his district at least
twice 1n each year in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by law. The Legislature shall have power by
General or Special Laws to make such provisions
concerning the terms or sessions of each Court as it
may deem necessary.

The Legislature shall also provide for the holding
of Distriét Court when the Judge thereof is absent,
or is from any cause disabled or disqualified from
presiding.
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The District Judges who may be in office when
this Amendment takes effect shall hold their offices
until their respective terms shall expire under their
present election or appointment.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891; Nov. 6,
1949

§ 8. Jurisdiction of District Court

Sec. 8. The District Court shall have original ju-
risdiction in all criminal cases of the grade of felony;
in all suits in behalf of the State to recover penal-
ties, forfeitures and escheats; of all cases of divorce;
of all misdemeanors involving official misconduct;
of all suits to recover damages for slander or defa-
mation of character; of all suits for trial of title to
land and for the enforcement of liens thereon; of all
suits for the trial of the right of property levied
upon by virtue of any writ of execution, sequestra-
tion or attachment when the property levied on shall
be equal to or exceed in value five hundred dollars;
of all suits, complaints or pleas whatever, without
regard to any distinction between law and equity,
when the matter in controversy shall be valued at or
amount to five hundred dollars exclusive of interest;
of contested elections, and said court and the judges
thereof, shall have power to issue writs of habeas
corpus, mandamus, injunction and certiorari, and all
writs necessary to enforce their jurisdiction.

The Distriet Court shall have appellate jurisdiction
and general control in probate matters, over the
County Court established in each county, for ap-
pointing . guardians, granting letters testamentary
and of administration, probating wills, for settling
the accounts of executors, administrators and guard-
ians, and for the transaction of all business apper-
taining to estates; and original jurisdiction and gen-
eral control over executors, administrators, guardi-
ans and minors under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law. The District Court shall have
appellate jurisdiction and general supervisory con-
trol over the County Commissioners Court, with such
exceptions and under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law; and shall have general original
jurisdiction over all causes of action whatever for
which a remedy or jurisdiction is not provided by
law or this Constitution, and such other jurisdiction,
original and appellate, as may be provided by law.

The distriet court, concurrently with the county
court, shall have the general jurisdiction of a pro-
bate court. It shall probate wills, appoint guardians
of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos men-
tis and common drunkards, grant letters testamenta-
ry and of administration, settle accounts of execu-
tors, transact all business appertaining to deceased
persons, minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos
mentis and common drunkards, including the settle-
ment, partition and distribution of estates of de-
ceased persons and to apprentice minors, as provided
by law. In any proceeding involving the general
jurisdiction of a probate court, including such speci-
fied proceedings, the district court shall also have all
other jurisdiction conferred upon the district court
by law. The legislature, however, shall have the
power, by local or general law, Section 16 of Article
V of this Constitution notwithstanding, to increase,
diminish or eliminate the jurisdiction of either the
district court or the county court in probate matters,
and in cases of any such change of jurisdiction, the
legislature shall also conform the jurisdiction of the
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other courts to such change. The legislature shall
have power to adopt rules governing the filing,
distribution and transfer of all such cases and pro-
ceedings as between district courts, county courts,
and other courts having jurisdiction thereof, and
may provide that all appeals in such matters shall be
to the courts of (civil) appeals.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 6, 1973.]

§ 9. Clerk of District Court

Sec. 9. There shall be a Clerk for the District
Court of each county, who shall be elected by the
qualified voters for State and county officers, and
who shall hold his office for four years, subject to
removal by information, or by indictment of a grand
jury, and conviction of a petit jury. In case of
vacancy, the Judge of the District Court shall have
the power to appoint a Clerk, who shall hold until
the office can be filled by election.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 10. Trial by Jury

See. 10. In the trial of all causes in the District
Courts, the plaintiff or defendant shall, upon appli-
cation made in open court, have the right of trial by
jury; but no jury shall be empaneled in any civil
case unless demanded by a party to the case, and a
jury fee be paid by the party demanding a jury, for
such sum, and with such exceptions as may be pre-
scribed by the Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11. Disqualification of Judges; Exchange of
Districts; Holding Court for other Judges

Sec. 11. No judge shall sit in any case wherein
he may be interested, or where either of the parties
may be connected with him, either by affinity or
consanguinity, within such a degree as may be pre-
scribed by law, or when he shall have been counsel in
the case. When the Supreme Court, the Court of
Criminal Appeals, the Court of Civil Appeals, or any
member of either, shall be thus disqualified to hear
and determine any case or cases in said court, the
same shall be certified to the Governor of the State,
who shall immediately commission the requisite
number of persons learned in the law for the trial
and determination of such cause or causes. When a
judge of the District Court is disqualified by any of
the causes above stated, the parties may, by consent,
appoint a proper person to try said case; or upon
their failing to do so, a competent person may be
appointed to try the same in the county where it is
Fendmg, in such manner as may be prescribed by
aw.

And the District Judges may exchange districts, or
hold courts for each other when they may deem it
expedient, and shall do so when required by law.
This disqualification of judges of inferior tribunals
shall be remedied and vacancies in their offices filled
as may be prescribed by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891.]

§ 12. Judges to be Conservators of the Peace;
Style of Writs and Process; Prosecutions
in Name of State; Conclusion

_Sec. 12. All judges of courts of this State, by
virtue of their office,' be conservators of the peace
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throughout the State. The style of all writs and
process shall be, “The State of Texas.” All prosecu-
tions shall be carried on in the name and by authori-
ty of the State of Texas, and shall conclude:
“Against the peace and dignity of the State.”

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama- '

tion Sept. 22, 1891.]

! The resolution proposing this section, Acts 22nd Leg., 1891, p. 197, read
as above. It is apparent that the word “shall” should be read into the first
sentence making it read: “All judges of courts of this state, by virtue of their
office, shall be conservators of the peace throughout the state.”

§ 13. Number of Grand and Petit Jurors; Number
Concurring

Sec. 13. Grand and petit juries in the District
Courts shall be composed of twelve men; but nine
members of a grand jury shall be a quorum to
transact business and present bills. In trials of civil
cases, and in trials of criminal cases below the grade
of felony in the District Courts, nine members of the
jury, concurring, may render a verdict, but when the
verdict shall be rendered by less than the whole
number, it shall be signed by every member of the
jury concurring in it. When, pending the trial of
any case, one or more jurors not exceeding three,
may die, or be disabled from sitting, the remainder
of the jury shall have the power to render the
verdict; provided, that the Legislature may change
or modify the rule authorizing less than the whole
number of the jury to render a verdict.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 14. Judicial Districts and Time of Holding Court
fixed by Ordinance

Sec. 14. The Judicial Districts in this State and
the time of holding the Courts therein are fixed by
ordinance forming part of this Constitution, until
otherwise provided by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 15. County Court; County Judge

Sec. 15. There shall be established in each county
in this State a County Court, which shall be a court
of record; and there shall be elected in each county,
by the qualified voters, a County Judge, who shall be
well informed in the law of the State; shall be a
conservator of the peace, and shall hold his office for
four years, and until his successor shall be elected
and qualified. He shall receive as compensation for
his services such fees and perquisites as may be
prescribed by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 16. County Courts; Jurisdiction; Appeals to
Court of Civil Appeals and Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals; Disqualification of Judge

Sec. 16. The County Court shall have original
jurisdiction of all misdemeanors of which exclusive
original jurisdiction is not given to the Justices
Court as the same is now or may hereafter be
prescribed by law, and when the fine to be imposed
shall exceed $200, and they shall have exclusive
jurisdiction in all civil cases when the matter in
controversy shall exceed in value $200, and not ex-
ceed $500, exclusive of interest, and concurrent juris-
diction with the Distriet Court when the matter in
controversy shall exceed $500, and not exceed $1,000,
exclusive of interest, but shall not have jurisdiction
of suits for the recovery of land. They shall have
appellate jurisdiction in cases civil and criminal of
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which Justices Courts have original jurisdiction, but
of such civil cases only when the judgment of the
court appealed from shall exceed $20, exclusive of
cost, under such regulations as may be prescribed b
law. In all appeals from Justices Courts there shaH
be a trial de novo in the County Court, and appeals
may be prosecuted from the final judgment ren-
dered in such cases by the County Court, as well as
all cases civil and criminal of which the County
Court has exclusive or concurrent or original juris-
diction of civil appeals in civil cases to the Court of
Civil Appeals and in such criminal cases to the Court
of Criminal Appeals, with such exceptions and under
such regulations as may be prescribed by law.

The County Court shall have the general jurisdic-
tion of a Probate Court; the shaﬁ probate wills,
appoint guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons
non compos mentis and common drunkards, grant
letters testamentary and of administration, settle
accounts of executors, transact all business apper-
taining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics,
persons non compos mentis and common drunkards,
including the settlement, partition and distribution
of estates of deceased persons and to apprentice
minors, as provided by law; and the County Court,
or judge thereof, shall have power to issue writs of
injunctions, mandamus and all writs necessary to the
enforcement of the jurisdiction of said Court, and to
issue writs of habeas corpus in cases where the
offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the
County Court, or any other Court or tribunal inferi-
or to said Court. The County Court shall not have
criminal jurisdiction in any county where there is a
Criminal District Court, unless expressly conferred
by law, and in such counties appeals from Justices
Courts and other inferior courts and tribunals in
criminal cases shall be to the Criminal District
Court, under such regulations as may be prescribed
by law; and in all such cases an appeal shall lie from
such District Court to the Court of Criminal Ap-
peals. When the judge of the County Court is
disqualified in any case pending in the County Court
the parties interested may, by consent, appoint a
proper person to try said case, or upon their failing
to do so a competent person may be appointed to tr%f
the same in the county where it is pending in suc
manner as may be prescribed by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891.]

§ 17. Ter.mS of County Court; Prosecutions; Ju-
ries

Sec. 17. The County Court shall hold a term for
civil business at least once in every two months, and
shall dispose of probate business, either in term time
or vacation as may be provided by law, and said
court shall hold a term for criminal business once in
every month as may be provided by law. Prosecu-
tions may be commenced in said court by informa-
tion filed by the county attorney, or by affidavit, as
may be provided by law. Grand juries empaneled in
the District Courts shall enquire into misdemeanors,
and all indictments therefor returned into the Dis-
trict Courts shall forthwith be certified to the Coun-
ty Courts or other inferior courts, having jurisdiction
to try them for trial; and if such indictment be
quashed in the County, or other inferior court, the
person charged, shall not be discharged if there is
probable cause of guilt, but may be held by such
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court or magistrate to answer an information or
affidavit. A jury in the County Court shall consist
of six men; but no jury shall be empaneled to try a
civil case unless demanded by one of the parties, who
shall pay such jury fee therefor, in advance, as may
be prescribed by law, unless he makes affidavit that
he is unable to pay the same.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 18. Division of Counties into Precincts; Election
of Constable and Justice of the Peace;
County Commissioners and County Com-

missioners Court

See. 18. Each organized county in the State now
or hereafter existing, shall be divided from time to
time, for the convenience of the people, into pre-
cinets, not less than four and not more than eight.
Divisions shall be made by the Commissioners Court
provided for by this Constitution. In each such
precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the
Peace and one Constable, each of whom shall hold
his office for four years and until his successor shall
be elected and qualified; provided that in any pre-
cinct in which there may be a city of 8,000 or more
. inhabitants, there shall be elected two Justices of
the Peace. Kach county shall in like manner be
divided into four commissioners precinets in each of
which there shall be elected by the qualified voters
thereof one County Commissioner, who shall hold his
office for four years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. The County Commissioners so
chosen, with the County Judge as presiding officer,
shall compose the County Commissioners Court,
which shall exercise such powers and jurisdiction
over all county business, as is conferred by this
Constitution and the laws of the State, or as may be
hereafter prescribed.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 19. Justices of the Peace; Jurisdiction; Appeals;
Ex Officio Notaries Public; Times and
Places of holding Court -

Sec. 19. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdie-
tion in criminal matters of all cases where the penal-
tK or fine to be imposed by law may not be more
than for two hundred dollars, and in civil matters of
all cases where the amount in controversy is two
hundred dollars or less, exclusive of interest, of
which exclusive original jurisdiction is not given to
the District or County Courts; and such other juris-
diction, criminal and civil, as may be provided by
law, under such regulations as may be prescribed by
law; and appeals to the County Courts shall be
allowed in all cases decided in Justices’ Courts where
the judgment is for more than twenty dollars exclu-
sive of costs; and in all criminal cases under such
regulations as may be prescribed by law. And the
justices of the peace shall be ex officio notaries
public. And they shall hold their courts at such
times and places as may be provided by law.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 20. County Clerk

Sec. 20. There shall be elected for each county,
by the qualified voters, a County Clerk, who shall
hold his office for four years, who shall be clerk of
the County and Commissioners Courts and recorder
of the county, whose duties, perquisites and fees of
office shall be prescribed by the Legislature, and a
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vacancy in whose office shall be filled by the Com-
missioners Court, until the next general election;
provided, that in counties having a population of less
than 8,000 persons there may be an election of a
single Clerk, who shall perform the duties of District
and County Clerks. '

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 21. County Attorneys; District Attorneys

Sec. 21. A County Attorney, for counties in
which there is not a resident Criminal District Attor-
ney, shall be elected by the qualified voters of each
county, who shall be commissioned by the Governor,
and hold his office for the term of four years. In
case of vacancy the Commissioners Court of the
county shall have the power to appoint a County
Attorney until the next general election. The Coun-
ty Attorneys shall represent the State in all cases in
the Distriect and inferior courts in their respective
counties; but if any county shall be included in a
district in which there shalfl be a District Attorney,
the respective duties of District Attorneys and Coun-
ty Attorneys shall in such counties be regulated by
the Legislature. The Legislature may provide for
the election of District Attorneys in such districts, as
may be deemed necessary, and make provision for
the compensation of District Attorneys and County
Attorneys. District Attorneys shall hold office for a
term of four years, and until their successors have
qualified. '

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 22. Changing Jurisdiction of County Courts
Sec. 22. The Legislature shall have power, by
local or general law, to increase, diminish or change
the civil and criminal jurisdiction of County Courts;
and in cases of any such change of jurisdiction, the
Legislature shall also conform the jurisdiction of the
other courts to such change.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 23. Sheriffs ,
Sec. 23. There shall be elected by the qualified

"voters of each county a Sheriff, who shall hold his

office for the term of four years, whose duties and
perquisites, and fees of office, shall be prescribed by
the Legislature, and vacancies in whose office shall
be filled by the Commissioners Court until the next
general election.

[Adopted Febh. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 24. Removal of County Officers

See. 24. County Judges, county attorneys, clerks
of the District and County Courts, justices of the
peace, constables, and other county officers, may be
removed by the Judges of the District Courts for
incompetency, official misconduct, habitual drunken-
ness, or other causes defined by law, upon the cause
therefor being set forth in writing and the finding
of its truth by a jury.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 25. Rules of Court

Sec. 25. The Supreme Court shall have power to
make and establish rules of procedure not inconsist-
ent with the laws of the State for the government of
said court and the other courts of this State to
expedite the dispatch of business therein.

o
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[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891.]

§ 26. Criminal Cases; No Appeal by State

Sec. 26. The State shall have no right of appeal
in criminal cases.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 27. Transfer of Cases Pending at Adoption of
Constitution

Sec. 27. The Legislature shall, at its first session,
provide for the transfer of all business, civil and
criminal, pending in District Courts, over which ju-
risdiction is given by this Constitution to the County
Courts, or other inferior courts, to such County or
inferior courts, and for the trial or disposition of all
such causes by such County or other inferior courts.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 28. Vacancies in Judicial Offices

Sec. 28. Vacancies In Offices Of Judges Of Su-
perior Courts To Be Filled By The Governor.

Vacancies in the office of judges of the Supreme
Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the Court of
Civil Appeals and the District Courts shall be filled
by the Governor until the next succeeding General
Election; and vacancies in the office of County
Judge and Justices of the Peace shall be filled by the
Commissioners Court until the next succeeding Gen-

_eral Election.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 4, 1958.]

§ 29. County Court; Terms of Court; Probate
Business; Commencement of Prosecutions;
Jury

Sec.'29. The County Court shall hold at least
four terms for both civil and criminal business annu-
ally, as may be provided by the Legislature, or by
the Commissioners’ Court of the county under au-
thority of law, and such other terms each year as
may be fixed by the Commissioners’ Court; provid-
ed, the Commissioners’ Court of any county having
fixed the times and number of terms of the County
Court, shall not change the same again until the
expiration of one year. Said court shall dispose of
probate business either in term time or vacation,
under such regulation as may be prescribed by law.
Prosecutions may be commenced in said courts in
such manner as is or may be provided by law, and a
jury therein shall consist of six men. Until other-
wise provided, the terms of the County Court shall
be held on the first Mondays in February, May,
August and November, and may remain in session
three weeks. »

[Adopted Aug. 14, 1883, proclamation Sept. 25, 1883.]

§ 30. Judges of Courts of County-wide Jurisdic-
tion; Criminal District Attorneys

Sec. 30. The Judges of all Courts of county-wide
jurisdiction heretofore or hereafter created by the
Legislature of this State, and all Criminal District
Attorneys now or hereafter authorized by the laws
of this State, shall be elected for a term of four
years, and shall serve until their successors have
qualified.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]

| West's Tex.Stats. & Codes—3

Art.6 §2-a
ARTICLE VI
SUFFRAGE

Section

1. Classes of Persons not allowed to Vote.

2. Qualified Elector; Registration; Absentee Voting.

2-a. Voting for Presidential and Vice Presidential Electors and
Statewide Offices; Qualified Persons except for Residence
Requirements.

3. Municipal Elections; Qualifications of Voters.

3-a. Bond Issues; Loans of Credit; Expenditures; Assumption of
Debts; Qualifications of Voters.

4. Elections by Ballot; Numbering,

Elections; Registration of Voters.

5. Privilege of Voters from Arrest.

§ 1. Classes of Persons not allowed to Vote

Sec. 1. The following classes of personé shall not
be allowed to vote in this State, to wit:

First: Persons under twenty-one (21) years of age.
Second: Idiots and lunatics.
Third: All paupers supported by any county.

Fourth: All persons convicted of any felony, sub-
ject to such exceptions as the Legislature may make.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1932; Nov. 2,
1954.]

Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 1722, ch. 626, §§ 1, 2 [Civil Statutes, art. 5923b,
§§ 1, 2] provided that a person who is at least 18 years of age has all the
rights, privileges, and obligations of a person who is 21 years of age.

§ 2. Qualified Elector;
Voting

Sec. 2. Every person subject to none of the fore-
going disqualifications who shall have attained the
age of twenty-one (21) years and who shall be a
citizen of the United States and who shall have
resided in this State one (1) year next preceding an
election and the last six (6) months within the dis-
triet or county in which such person offers to vote,
shall be deemed a qualified elector; provided, how-
ever, that before offering to vote at an election a
voter shall have registered annually, but such re-
quirement for registration shall not be considered a
qualification of an elector within the meaning of the
term “qualified elector” as used in any other Article
of this Constitution in respect to any matter except
qualification and eligibility to vote at an election.
Any legislation enacted in anticipation of the
adoption of this Amendment shall not be invalid
because of its anticipatory nature. The Legislature
may authorize absentee voting. And this provision
of the Constitution shall be self-enacting without the
necessity of further legislation. '
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 3, 1896, proclama-
tion Dec. 18, 1896; Nov. 4, 1902, proclamation Dec. 26,
1902; July 23, 1921; Nov. 2, 1954; Nov. 8, 1966, eff. Feb. 1,
1968.]

Fraud and Purity of

Registration; Absentee

§ 2-a. Voting for Presidential and Vice Presiden-
tial Electors and Statewide Offices;
Qualified Persons except for Residence
Requirements

Sec. 2-a. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Constitution, the Legislature may enact
laws and provide a method of registration, including
the time of such registration, permitting any person
who is qualified to vote in this State except for the
residence requirements within a county or district,
as set forth in Section 2 of this Article, to vote for
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(1) electors for President and Vice President of the
United States and (2) all offices, questions or propo-
sitions to be voted on by all electors throughout this
State.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Constitution, the Legislature may enact laws and
provide for a method of registration, including the
time for such registration, permitting any person (1)
who is qualified to vote in this State except for the
residence requirements of Section 2 of this Article,
and (2) who shall have resided anywhere within this
State at least thirty (80) days next preceding a
General Election in a presidential election year, and
(3) who shall have been a qualified elector in another

state immediately prior to his removal to this State -

or would have been eligible to vote in such other
state had he remained there until such election, to
vote for electors for President and Vice President of
the United States in that election.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Constitution, the Legislature may enact laws and
provide for a method of registration, including the

time for such registration, permitting absentee vot--

ing for electors for President and Vice President of
the United States in this State by former residents
of this State (1) who have removed to another state,
and (2) who meet all qualifications, except residence
requirements, for voting for electors for President
and Vice President in this State at the time of the
election, but the privileges of suffrage so granted
shall be only for such period of time as would permit
a former resident of this State to meet the residence
requirements for voting in his new state of resi-
dence},] and in no case for more than twenty-four (24)
months.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 3. Municipal Elections; Qualifications of Voters

Sec. 3. All qualified electors of the State, as
herein described, who shall have resided for six
months immediately preceding an election, within
the limits of any city or corporate town, shall have
the right to vote for Mayor and all other elective
officers; but in all elections to determine expendi-
ture of money or assumption of debt, only those
shall be qualified to vote who pay taxes on property
in said city or incorporated town; provided, that no
poll tax for the payment of debts thus incurred, shall
be levied upon the persons debarred from voting in
relation thereto.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3~a. Bond Issues; Loans of Credit; Expendi-
tures; Assumption of Debts; Qualifica-
tions of Voters

Sec. 3-a. When an election is held by any coun-
ty, or any number of counties, or any political sub-
division of the State, or any political sub-division of
a county, or any defined district now or hereafter to
be described and defined within the State and which
may or may not include towns, villages or municipal
corporations, or any city, town or village, for the
purpose of issuing bonds or otherwise lending credit,
or- expending money or assuming any debt, only
qualified electors who own taxable property in the
State, county, political sub-division, district, ecity,
town or village where such election is held, and who
have duly rendered the same for taxation, shall be

CONSTITUTION 34

qualified to vote and all electors shall vote in the
election precinct of their residence.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1932.]

§ 4. Elections by Ballot; Numbering, Fraud and
Purity of Elections; Registration of Voters

Sec. 4. In all elections by the people, the vote
shall be by ballot, and the Legislature shall provide
for the numbering of tickets and make such other
regulations as may be necessary to detect and punish
fraud and preserve the purity of the ballot box; and
the Legislature shall provide by law for the registra-
tion of all voters.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 8, 1966, eff. Nov. 3, 1967.]

§ 5. Privilege of Voters from Arrest

Sec. 5. Voters shall, in all cases, except treason,
felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from
arrest during their attendance at elections, and in
going to and returning therefrom.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

ARTICLE VII
EDUCATION

THE PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS

Section

1. Support and Maintenance of System of Public Free Schools.

2. Perpetual School Fund.

3. Taxes for Benefit of Schools; School Districts.

3-a. Repealed.

3~b. Independent School Districts and Junior College Districts;
Taxes and Bonds; Changes in Boundaries.

4. Sale of Lands; Investment of Proceeds.

5. Permanent School Fund; Available School Fund; Use of
Funds; Distribution of Available School Fund.

6. County School Lands; Proceeds of Sales; Investment; Availa-
ble Schoo! Fund.

6-a. County Agricultural or Grazing School Land subject to Tax.

6-b. County Permanent School Fund; Reduction and its Distribu-
tion.

7. Repealed.

8. State Board of Education.

ASYLUMS

9. Lands for Benefit of Asylums; Permanent Fund; Sale and
Investment of Proceeds.

UNIVERSITY

10. Establishment of University; Agricultural and Mechanical
Department. :

11. Permanent University Fund; Investment; Alternate Sections
of Railroad Grant.

11-a. Investment of Permanent University Fund.

12. Sale of Lands.

13.  Agricultural and Mechanical College.

14. College or Branch University for Colored Youths; Taxes and
Appropriations. :

15. Grant of Additional Lands to University.

16. Terms of Office.

16. County Taxation of University Lands.

17. State Ad Valorem Tax for Pensions and for Permanent Im-
provements at Institutions of Higher Learning.

18. Texas A & M University System; University of Texas System;
Bonds or Notes Payable from income of Permanent Univer-
sity Fund.
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THE PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS

§ 1. Suppbrt and Maintenance of System of Public
Free Schools

Sec. 1. A general diffusion of knowledge being
essential to the preservation of the liberties and
rights of the people, it shall be the duty of the
Legislature of the State to establish and make suit-
able provision for the support and maintenance of an
efficient system of public free schools.

{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 2. Perpetual School Fund

Sec. 2. All funds, lands and other property here-
tofore set apart and appropriated for the support of
public schools; all the alternate sections of land
reserved by the State out of grants heretofore made
or that may hereafter be made to railroads or other
corporations of any nature whatsoever; one half of
the public domain of the State; and all sums of
money that may come to the State from the sale of
anK portion of the same, shall constitute a perpetual
public school fund.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3. Taxes for Benefit of Schools; School Districts

Sec. 3. One-fourth of the revenue derived from
the State occupation taxes and poll tax of one dollar
on every inhabitant of the State, between the ages
of twenty-one and sixty years, shall be set apart
annually for the benefit of the public free schools;
and in addition thereto, there shall be levied and
collected an annual ad valorem State tax of such an
amount not to exceed thirty-five cents on the one
hundred ($100.00) dollars valuation, as with the
available school fund arising from all other sources,
will be sufficient to maintain and support the public
schools of this State for a period of not less than six
months in each year, and it shall be the duty of the
State Board of Education to set aside a sufficient
amount out of the said tax to provide free text
books for the use of children attending the public
free schools of this State; provided, however, that
should the limit of taxation herein named be in-
sufficient the deficit may be met by appropriation
from the general funds of the State and the Legisla-
ture may also provide for the formation of school
district by general laws; and all such school districts
may embrace parts of two or more counties, and the
Legislature shall be authorized to pass laws for the
assessment and collection of taxes in all said districts
and for the management and control of the public
school or schools of such districts, whether such
districts are composed of territory wholly within a
county or in parts of two or more counties, and the
Legislature may authorize an additional ad valorem
tax to be levied and collected within all school dis-
tricts heretofore formed or hereafter formed, for the
further maintenance of public free schools, and for
the erection and equipment of school buildings
therein; provided that a majority of the qualified
property taxpa in%1 voters of the district voting at
an election to ge eld for that purpose, shall vote
such tax not to exceed in any one year one ($1.00)
dollar on the one hundred dollars valuation of the
property subject to taxation in such district, but the
limitation upon the amount of school district tax
herein authorized shall not apply to incorporated
cities or towns constituting separate and independ-
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ent school districts, nor to independent or common
school districts created by general or special law.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 14, 1883, proclama-
Llion Sept. 25, 1883; Nov. 3, 1908, proclamation Feb. 2, 1909;
Aug. 8, 1909, proclamation Sept. 24, 1909; Nov. 5, 1918;
Nov. 2, 1920; Nov. 2, 1926, preclamation Jan. 20, 1927.]

§ 3-a. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 3-b. Independent School Districts and Junior
College Districts; Taxes and Bonds;
Changes in Boundaries

Sec. 3-b. No tax for the maintenance of public
free schools voted in any independent school district
and no tax for the maintenance of a junior college
voted by a junior college district, nor any bonds
voted in any such district, but unissued, shall be
abrogated, cancelled or invalidated by change of any
kind in the boundaries therecf. After any change in
boundaries, the governing body of any such district,
without the necessity of an additional election, shall
have the power to assess, levy and collect ad valorem
taxes on all taxable property within the boundaries
of the district as changed, for the purposes of the
maintenance of public free schools or the mainte-
nance of a junior college, as the case may be, and the
payment of principal of and interest on all bonded
indebtedness outstanding against, or attributable,
adjusted or allocated to, such district or any territo-
ry therein, in the amount, at the rate, or not to
exceed the rate, and in the manner authorized in the
district prior to the change in its boundaries, and

‘further in accordance with the laws under which all

such bonds, respectively, were voted; and such gov-
erning body also shall have the power, without the
necessity of an additional election, to sell and deliver
any unissued bonds voted in the district prior to any
such change in boundaries, and to assess, levy and
collect ad valorem taxes on all taxable propérty in
the district as changed, for the payment of principal
of and interest on such bonds in the manner permit-
ted by the laws under which such bonds were voted.
In those instances where the boundaries of any such
independent school district are changed by the an-
nexation of, or consolidation with, one or more whole
school districts, the taxes to be levied for the pur-
poses hereinabove authorized may be in the amount
or at not to exceed the rate theretofore voted in the
district having at the time of such change the great-
est scholastic population according to the latest scho-
lastic census and only the unissued bonds of such
district voted prior to such change, may be subse-
quently sold and delivered and any voted, but unis-
sued, bonds of other school districts involved in such
annexation or consolidation shall not thereafter be
issued. :

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1962. Amended Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 4. Sale of Lands; Investment of Proceeds

Sec. 4. The lands herein set apart to the Public
Free School fund, shall be sold under such regula-
tions, at such times, and on such terms as may be
prescribed by law; and the Legislature shall not
have power to grant any relief to purchasers there-
of. The Comptroller shall invest the proceeds of
such sales, and of those heretofore made, as may be
directed by the Board of Education herein provided
for, in the bonds of the United States, the State of
Texas, or counties in said State, or in such other
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securities, and under such restrictions as may be
prescribed by law; and the State shall be responsible
for all investments.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 14, 1883, proclama-
tion Sept. 25, 1883.]

§ 5. Permanent School Fund; Available School
Fund; Use of Funds; Distribution of Avail-
able School Fund

Sec. 5. The principal of all bonds and other
funds, and the principal arising from the sale of the
lands hereinbefore set apart to said school fund,
shall be the permanent school fund, and all the
interest derivable therefrom and the taxes herein
authorized and levied shall be the available school
fund. The available school fund shall be applied
annually to the support of the public free schools.
And no law shall ever be enacted appropriating any
part of the permanent or available school fund. to
any other purpose whatever; nor shall the same, or
any part thereof ever be appropriated to or used for
the support of any sectarian school; and the availa-
ble school fund herein provided shall be distributed
to the several counties according to their scholastic
population and applied in such manner as may be
provided by law. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 3, 1964.]

§ 6. County School Lands; Proceeds of Sales; In-
vestment; Available School Fund

Sec. 6. All lands heretofore, or hereafter granted
to the several counties of this State for educational
purposes, are of right the property of said counties
respectively, to which they were granted, and title
thereto is vested in said counties, and no adverse
possession or limitation shall ever be available
against the title of any county. Each county may
sell or dispose of its lands in whole or in part, in
manner to be provided by the Commissioners’ Court
‘of the county. Actual settlers residing on said lands,
shall be protected in the prior right of purchasing
the same to the extent of their settlement, not to
exceed one hundred and sixty acres, at the price
fixed by said court, which price shall not include the
value of existing improvements made thereon b
such settlers. Said lands, and the proceeds thereof,
when sold, shall be held by said counties alone as a
trust for the benefit of public schools therein; said
groceeds to be invested in bonds of the United

tates, the State of Texas, or counties in said State,
or in such other securities, and under such restric-
tions as may be prescribed by law; and the counties
shall be responsible for all investments; the interest
thereon, and other revenue, except the principal
shall be available fund.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 14, 1883, proclama-
tion Sept. 25, 1883.]

§ 6-a. County Agricultural or Grazing School
Land subject to Tax

Sec. 6-a. All agricultural or grazing school land
mentioned in Section 6 of this article owned by any
county shall be subject to taxation except for State

purposes to the same extent as lands privately
owned.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1926, proclamation Jan. 20, 1927.)
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§ 6-b. County Permanent School Fund; Reduc-
tion and its Distribution

Sec. 6-b. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec-
tion 6, Article VII, Constitution of the State of
Texas, any county, acting through the commissioners
court, may reduce the county permanent school fund
of that county and may distribute the amount of the
reduction to the independent and common school
districts of the county on a per scholastic basis to be
used solely for the purpose of reducing bonded in-
debtedness of those districts or for making perma-
nent improvements. The commissioners court shall,
however, retain a sufficient amount of the corpus of
the county permanent school fund to pay ad valorem
taxes on school.lands or royalty interests owned at
the time of the distribution. Nothing in this Section
affects financial aid to any school district by the
state.

[Adopted Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 7. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 8. State Board of Education

Sec. 8. The Legislature shall provide by law for
a State Board of Education, whose members shall be
appointed or elected in such manner and by such
authority and shall serve for such terms as the
Legislature shall prescribe not to exceed six years.
The said board shall perform such duties as may be
prescribed by law.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 6, 1928.]

ASYLUMS

§ 9. Lands for Benefit of Asylums; Permanent
Fund; Sale and Investment of Proceeds

Sec. 9. All lands heretofore granted for the ben-
efit of the Lunatic, Blind, Deaf and Dumb, and
Orphan Asylums, together with such donations as
may have been or may hereafter be made to either
of them, respectively, as indicated in the several
%rants, are hereby set apart to provide a permanent
und for the support, maintenance and improvement
of said Asylums. And the Legislature may provide
for the sale of the lands and the investment of the
proceeds in manner as provided for the sale and
nlwestment of school lands in section 4 of this Arti-
cle.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

UNIVERSITY

§ 10. Establishment of University; Agricultural
and Mechanical Department

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall as soon as practi-
cable establish, organize and provide for the mainte-
nance, support and direction of a University of the
first class, to be located by a vote of the eople of
this State, and styled, “TZe University ofP Texas”,
for the promotion of literature, and the arts and
sciences, including an Agricultural, and Mechanical
department.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11. Permanent University Fund; Investment;
Alternate Sections of Railroad Grant

Sec. 11. In order to enable the Legislature to

perform the duties set forth in the foregoing Sec-
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tion, it is hereby declared all lands and other proper-
ty heretofore set apart and appropriated &r the
establishment and maintenance of the University of
Texas, together with all the proceeds of sales of the
same, heretofore made or hereafter to be made, and
all grants, donations and appropriations that may
hereafter be made by the State of Texas, or from
any other source, except donations limited to specific
%ur.pose§, shall constitute and become a Permanent

niversity Fund. And the same as realized and
received into the Treasury of the State (together
with such sums belonging to the Fund, as may now
be in the Treasury), shall be invested in bonds of the
United States, the State of Texas, or counties of said
State, or in School Bonds of municipalities, or in
bonds of any city of this State, or in bonds issued
under and by virtue of the Federal Farm Loan Act
approved by the President of the United States, July
17, 1916, and amendments thereto; ' and the interest
accruing’ thereon shall be subject to appropriation by
the Legislature to accomplish the purpose declared
in the foregoing Section; provided, that the one-
tenth of the alternate Section of the lands granted
to railroads, reserved by the State, which were set
apart and appropriated to the establishment of the
University of Texas, by an Act of the Legislature of
February 11, 1858, entitled, “An Act to establish the
University of Texas,” shall not be included in, or
(I:?ons(fiitute a part of, the Permanent University

und.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 4, 1930; Nov. 8,

1932.]
12 US.C.A. & 641 et seq.

§ 11-a. Investment of ‘Permanent University
- Fund

Sec. 11-a. In addition to the bonds enumerated
in Section 11 of Article VII of the Constitution of
the State of Texas, the Board of Regents of The
University of Texas may invest the Permanent Uni-
versity Fund in securities, bonds or other obligations
issued, insured, or guaranteed in any manner by the
United States Government, or any of its agencies,
and in such bonds, debentures, or obligations, and
preferred and common stocks issued by corporations,
associations, or other institutions as the Board of
Regents of The University of Texas System may
deem to be proper investments for said funds; pro-
vided, however, that not more than one per cent Fl%)
of said fund shall be invested in the securities of any
one (1) corporation, nor shall more than five per cent
(5%) of the voting stock of any one (1) corporation be
owned; provided, further, that stocks eligible for
purchase shall be restricted to stocks of companies
incorporated within the United States which have
paid dividends for five (5) consecutive years or long-
er immediately prior to the date of purchase and
which, except for bank stocks and insurance stocks,
are listed upon an exchange registered with the
Securities and Exchange Commission or its succes-
SOrs.

In making each and all of such investments said
Board of Regents shall exercise the judgment and
care under the circumstances then prevailing which
men of ordinary prudence, discretion, and intelli-
gence exercise in the mana%ement of their own
affairs, not in regard to speculation but in regard to
the permanent disposition of their funds, considering
the probable income therefrom as well as the proba-
ble safety of their capital. i
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The interest, dividends and other income accruing
from the investments of the Permanent University
Fund, except the portion thereof which is appropri-
ated by the operation of Section 18 of Article VII
for the payment of principal and interest on bonds
or notes issued thereunder, shall be subject to appro-
priation by the Legislature to accomplish the pur-
poses declared in Section 10 of Article VII of this
Constitution.

This amendment shall be self-enacting, and shall
become effective upon its adoption, provided, how-
ever, that the Legislature shall provide by law for
full disclosure of all details concerning the invest-
ments in corporate stocks and bonds and other in-
vestments authorized herein.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1956. Amended Nov. 5, 1968.]

§ 12. Sale of Lands

Sec. 12. The land herein set apart to the Univer-
sity fund shall be sold under such regulations, at
such times, and on such terms as may be provided by
law; and the Legislature shall provide for the
prompt collection, at maturity, of all debts due on
account of University lands, heretofore sold, or that
may hereafter be sold, and shall in neither event
have the power to grant relief to the purchasers.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 13. Agricultural and Mechanical College

Sec. 13. The Agricultural and Mechanical Col-
lege of Texas, established by an Act of the Legisla-
ture passed April 17th, 1871, located in the county of
Brazos, is hereby made, and constituted a Branch of
the University of Texas, for instruction in Agricul-
ture, the Mechanic Arts, and the Natural Sciences
connected therewith. And the Legislature shall at
its next session, make an appropriation, not to ex-
ceed forty thousand dollars, for the construction and
completion of the buildings and improvements, and
for providing the furniture necessary to put said
College in immediate and successful operation.
[Adopted Febh. 15, 1876.] B

§ 14. College or Branch University for Colored
Youths; Taxes and Appropriations

Sec. 14. The Legislature shall also when deemed
practicable, establish and provide for the mainte-
nance of a College or Branch University for the
instruction of the colored youths of the State, to be
located by a vote of the people: Provided, that no
tax shall be levied, and no money appropriated, out
of the general revenue, either for this purpose or for
the establishment, and erection of the buildings of
the University of Texas.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 15. Grant of Additional Lands to University

Sec. 15. In addition to the lands heretofore
granted to the University of Texas, there is hereby
set apart, and appropriated, for the endowment
maintenance, and support of said University and its
branches, one million acres of the unappropriated
public domain of the State, to be designated, and
surveyed as may be provided by law; and said lands
shall be sold under the same regulations, and the
proceeds invested in the same manner, as is provided
for the sale and investment of the permanent Uni-
versity fund; and the Legislature shall not have
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power to grant any relief to the purchasers of said
lands.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 16. Terms of Office ]

Sec. 16. The Legislature shall fix by law th
terms of all offices of the public school system and
of the State institutions of higher education, inclu-
sive, and the terms of members of the respective
boards, not to exceed six years.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1928.]

County taxation of University lands, see § 16,
post. ' .

§ 16. County Taxation of University Lands

Sec. 16. All land mentioned in Sections 11, 12
and 15 of Article VII, of the Constitution of the
State of Texas, now belonging to the University of
Texas shall be subject to the taxation for county
purposes to the same extent as lands privately
owned; provided they shall be rendered for taxation
upon values fixed by the State Tax Board; and
providing that the State shall remit annually to each
of the counties in which said lands are located an
amount equal to the tax imposed upon said land for
county purposes. :
[Adopted Nov. 4, 1930.]

Terms of office, see § 16, ante.

§ 17. State Ad Valorem Tax for Pensions and for
Permanent Improvements at Institutions
of Higher Learning

Sec. 17. In leu of the state ad valorem tax on
property of Seven Cents (7¢) on the One Hundred
Doﬁ)ars ($100.00) valuation heretofore permitted to
be levied by Section 51 of Article III, as amended,
there is hereby levied, in addition to all other taxes
permitted by the Constitution of Texas, a state ad
valorem tax on property of Two Cents (2¢) on the
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valuation for the
purpose of creating a special fund for the continuing
payment of Confederate pensions as provided under
Section 51, Article III, and for the establishment and
continued maintenance of the State Building Fund
as provided in Section 51b, Article III, of the Consti-
tution. '

Also, there is hereby levied, in addition to all other
taxes permitted by the Constitution of Texas, a state
ad valorem tax on property of Ten Cents (10¢) on
the One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valuation for the
purpose of creating a special fund for the purpose of
acquiring, constructing and initially equipping build-
ings or other permanent improvements at the desig-
nated institutions of higher learning provided that
none of the proceeds of this tax shall be used for
auxiliary enterprises; and the governing board of
each such institution of higher learning is fully
authorized to pledge all or any part of said funds
allotted to such institution as hereinafter provided,
to secure bonds or notes issued for the purpose of
acquiring, constructing and initially equipping such
buildings or other permanent improvements at said
respective institutions. Such bonds or notes shall be
issued in such amounts as may be determined by the
governing boards of said respective institutions,
shall bear interest not to exceed four per cent (4%)
per annum and shall mature serially or otherwise in
not more than ten (10) years; provided further, that
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the state tax on property as heretofore permitted to
be levied by Section 9 of Article VIII, as amended,
exclusive of the tax necessary to pay the public debt,
and of the taxes provided for the benefit of the
ublic free schools, shall never exceed Thirty Cents
30¢) on the One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valua-
tion. All bonds shall be examined and approved by
the Attorney General of the State of Texas, and
when so approved shall be incontestable; and all
approved bonds shall be registered in the office of
t}!l)e Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of
Texas. Said bonds shall be sold only through com-
petitive bids and shall never be sold for less than
their par value and accrued interest.

The following state institutions then in existence
shall be eligible to receive funds raised from said
Ten Cent (10¢) tax levy for the twelve-year period
beginning January 1, 1966, and for the succeeding
ten-year period: _

Arlington State College at Arlington'
Texas Technological College at Lubbock
North Texas State University at Denton

Lamar State College of Technology at Beau-
mont

Texas College of Arts and Industries at Kings-
ville o

Texas Woman’s University at Denton
Texas Southern University at Houston
Midwestern University at Wichita Falls
University of Houston at Houston

Pan American College at Edinburg
East Texas State College at Commerce

Sam Houston State Teachers College at Hunts-
ville

Southwest Texas State College at San Marcos
West Texas State University at Canyon
Stephen F. Austin State College at Nacogdoches
Sul Ross State College at Alpine

Angelo State College at San Angelo.

Eighty-five per cent (85%) of such funds shall be
allocated by the Comptroller of Public Accounts of
the State of Texas on June 1, 1966, and fifteen per
cent (15%) of such funds shall be allocated by said
Comptroller on June 1, 1972, based on the following
determinations:

(1) Ninety per cent (90%) of the funds allocat-
ed on June 1, 1966, shall be allocated to state
institutions based on projected enrollment in-
creases published by the Coordinating Board,
Texas College and University System for fall
1966 to fall 1978,

(2) Ten per cent (10%) of the funds allocated
on June 1, 1966 shall be allocated to certain of
the eligible state institutions based on the num-
ber of additional square feet needed in educa-
tional and general facilities by such eligible
state institution to meet the average square feet
per full time equivalent student of all state
iem)or institutions (currently numbering twenty-

wo).

(3) All of the funds allocated on June 1, 1972,
shall be allocated to certain of the eligible state
institutions based on determinations used in the
June 1, 1966, allocations except that the alloca-
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tion of fifty per cent (50%) of the funds allocat-
ed on June 1, 1972, shall be based on projected
enrollment increases for fall 1972 to fall 1978,
and fifty per cent (50%) of such funds allocated
on June 1, 1972, shall be based on the need for
additional square feet of educational and gener-
al facilities.

Not later than June first of the beginning year of
each succeeding ten-year period the Comptroller of
Public Accounts of the State of Texas shall reallo-
cate eighty-five per cent (85%) of the funds to be
derived from said Ten Cent (10¢) ad valorem tax for
said ten-year period and not later than June first of
the sixth year of each succeeding ten-year period
said Comptroller shall reallocate fifteen per cent
(15%) of such funds to the eligible state institutions
then in existence based on determinations for the
said ten-year period that are similar to the determi-
nations used in allocating funds during the twelve-
year period beginning January 1, 1966, except that
enrollment projections for succeeding ten-year peri-
ods will be from the fall semester of the first year to
the fall semester of the tenth year. All such desig-

. nated institutions of higher learning shall not there-
after receive any general revenue funds for the
acquiring or constructing of buildings or other per-
manent improvements for which said Ten Cent (10¢)
ad valorem tax is herein provided, except in case of
fire, flood, storm, or earthquake occurring at any
such institution, in which case an appropriation in an
amount sufficient to replace.the uninsured loss so
incurred may be made by the Legislature out of any
General Revenue Funds. The State Comptroller of
Public Accounts shall draw all necessary and proper
warrants upon the State Treasury in order to carry
out the purpose of this Amendment, and the State
Treasurer shall pay warrants so issued out of the
special fund hereby created for said purpose. This
Amendment shall be self-enacting. It shall become
operative or effective upon its adoption so as to
supersede and repeal the former provisions of this
Section; provided further, that nothing herein shall
be construed as impairing the obligation incurred by
any outstanding notes or bonds heretofore issued by
any state institution of higher learning under this
Section prior to the adoption of this Amendment but
such notes or bonds shall be paid, both as to principal
and interest, from the fund as allocated to any such
institution.

[Adopted Aug. 23, 1947. Amended Nov. 16, 1956; Nov. 2,
1965.]

1 Name changed- to “The University of Texas at Arlington.”
Code, & 68.02.

§ 18. Texas A & M University System; University
of Texas System; Bonds or Notes Payable
from income of Permanent University
Fund

Sec. 18. For the purpose of constructing, equip-
ping, or acquiring buildings or other permanent im-
provements for the Texas A & M University System,
including Texas A & M University, Prairie View
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas at
Prairie View, Tarleton State College at Stephenville,
Texas Agricultural Experiment Stations, Texas Ag-
ricultural Extension Service, Texas Engineering Ex-
periment Station at College Station, Texas Engi-
neering Extension Service at College Station, and
the Texas Forest Service, the Board of Directors is
hereby authorized to issue negotiable bonds or notes

See Education
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not to exceed a total amount of one-third (}4) of
twenty per cent (20%) of the value of the Permanent
University Fund exclusive of real estate at the time
of any issuance thereof; provided, however, no
building or other permanent improvement shall be
acquired or constructed hereunder for use by any
part of the Texas A & M University System, except
at and for the use of the general academic institu-
tions of said System, namely, Texas A & M Universi-
tg, Tarleton State College, and Prairie View A & M
ollege, without the prior approval of the Legisla-
ture or of such agency as may be authorized by the
Legislature to grant such approval; and for the
Euy ose of constructing, equipping, or acquiring
uildings or other permanent improvements for The
University of Texas System, including The Main
University of Texas at Austin,’ The University of
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, The University
of Texas Southwestern Medical School at Dallas,
The University of Texas Dental Branch at Houston,.
Texas Western College of The University of Texas
at El Paso, The University of Texas M. D. Anderson
Hospital and Tumor Institute at Houston, The Uni-
versity of Texas Postgraduate School of Medicineé
The University of Texas School of Public Health,
McDonald Observatory at Mount Locke,® and the
Marine Science Institute at Port Aransas,’ the Board
of Regents of The University of Texas is hereby
authorized to issue negotiable K'onds and notes not to
exceed a total amount of two-thirds (%) of twenty
per cent (20%) of the value of the Permanent Uni-
versity Fund exclusive of real estate at the time of
any issuance thereof; provided, however, no build-
ing or other permanent improvement shall be ac-
quired or constructed hereunder for use by any
institution of The University of Texas System, ex-
cept at and for the use of the general academic
institutions of said System, namely, The Main Uni-
versity and Texas \k}estern College,” without the
prior approval of the Legislature or of such agency
as may be authorized by the Legislature to grant
such approval. Any bonds or notes issued hereunder
shall be payable solely out of the income from the
Permanent University Fund. Bonds or notes so
issued shall mature serially or otherwise not more
than thirty (30) years from their respective dates.

The Texas A & M University System and all of
the institutions constituting such System as herein-
above enumerated, and The University of Texas
System, and all of the institutions constituting such
System as hereinabove enumerated, shall not receive
any General Revenue funds for the acquiring or
constructing of buildings or other permanent im-
provements, except in case of fire, flood, storm, or
earthquake occurring at any such institution, in
which case an appropriation in an amount sufficient
to replace the uninsured loss so incurred may be
made by the Legislature out of General Revenue
funds.

Said Boards are severally authorized to pledge the
whole or any part of the respective interests of
Texas A & M University and of The University of
Texas in the income from the Permanent University
Fund, as such interests are now apportioned by
Chapter 42 of the Acts of the Regular Session of the
42nd Legislature of the State of Texas® for the
purpose of securing the payment of the principal and
mterest of such bonds or notes. The Permanent
University Fund may be invested in such bonds or
notes. .
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All bonds or notes issued pursuant hereto shall be
approved by the Attorney General of Texas and
when so approved shall be incontestable. This
Amendment shall be self-enacting; provided, how-
ever, that nothing herein shall be construed as im-
pairing any obligation heretofore created by the
1ssuance of any outstanding notes or bonds under
this Section by the respective Boards prior to the
adoption of this Amendment but any such outstand-
ing notes or bonds shall be paid in full, both prinei-
pal and interest, in accordance with the terms of
such contracts.

[Adopted Aug. 23, 1947. Amended Nov. 6, 1956; Nov. 8,
1966.]

} Name changed to “The University of Texas at Austin.”
Code, § 67.02. ]

2 Name changed to “The University of Texas School of Publfic Health at
Houston.”” See Education Code, § 73.201.

> Name changed to “The University of Texas McDonald Observatory at
Mount Locke.” See Education Code, § 67.51. . .

4 Name changed to “The University of Texas Marine Science Institutes at
Port Aransas.” See Education Code, § 67.51. .

5 Name changed to “The University of Texas at El Paso.”” See Education

Code, § 69.02. .
© Civil Statutes, art. 2592 (Repealed). See, now, Education Code, § 66.03.

See Education

ARTICLE VIII
TAXATION AND REVENUE

Section )

1. Equality and Uniformity; Tax in Proportion to Value; Poll
Tax; Occupation Taxes; Income Tax; Exemption of House-
hold Furniture.

1-a. No State Ad Valorem Tax Levy; County Levy for Roads and

Flood Control; Tax Donations. .

1-b. Residence Homestead Exemption.

I-c. Effectiveness of Resolution.

1-d. Assessment of Lands designated for Agricultural Use.

1-e. Abolition of Ad Valorem Property Taxes.

2. Occupation Taxes; Equality and Uniformity;

from Taxation.

General Laws; Public Purposes,

Surrender or Suspension of Taxing Power.

Railroad Property; Liability to Municipal Taxation.

Withdrawal of Money from Treasury; Duration of Appropria-
tion.

7. Borrowing, Withholding or Diverting Special: Funds.

T-a. Revenues from Motor Vehicle Registration Fees and Taxes

on Motor Fuels and Lubricants; Purposes for which Used.

8. Railroad Companies; Assessment and Collection of Taxes.

9. Maximum State Tax; County, City and Town Levies; County
Funds; Local Road Laws.

10. Release from Payment of Taxes.

11. Place of Assessment; Value of Property not rendered by
Owner.

12. Repealed.

13. Sales of Lands and other Property for Taxes; Redemption.

14. Assessor and Collector of Taxes. . .

15. Lien of Assessment; Seizure and Sale of Property.

16. Sheriff to be Assessor and Collector of Taxes; Counties having
10,000 or more Inhabitants.

16-a. Assessor-Collector of Taxes; Counties having less than 10,000

Inhabitants.

17. Specification of Subjects not limitation of Legislature’s Power.

18. Equalization of Valuations; Classification of Lands.

19. Farm Products and Family Supplies; Exemption.

20. Fair Cash Market Value not to be Exceeded; Discounts for
Advance Payment.

Exemptions

SO

§ 1. Equality and Uniformity; Tax in Proportion
to Value; Poll Tax; Occupation Taxes; In-
:ome Tax; Exemption of Household Furni-
ure

Sec. 1. Taxation shall be equal and uniform. All

property in this State, whether owned by natural’
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persons or corporations, other than municipal, shall
be taxed in proportion to its value, which shall be
ascertained as may be provided by law. The Legis-
lature may impose a poll tax. It may also impose
occupation taxes, bot u%on natural persons and
upon corporations, other than municipal, doing any
business in this State. It may also tax incomes of
both natural persons and corporations other than
municipal, except that persons engaged in mechani-
cal andp agricultural pursuits shall never be required
to pay an occupation tax; provided, that two hun-
dred and fifty dollars worth of household and kitch-
en furniture, belonging to each family in this State
shall be exempt from taxation, and provided further
that the occupation tax levied by any county, city or
town for any year on persons or corporations pursu-
ing any profession or business, shall not exceed one
half of the tax levied by the State for the same
period on such profession or business.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 1-a. No State Ad Valorem Tax Levy; County
Levy for Roads and Flood Control; Tax
Donations

_Sec. 1-a. From and after January 1, 1951, no
State ad valorem tax shall be levied upon any
property within this State for general revenue pur-
poses. From and after January 1, 1951, the several
counties of the State are authorized to levy ad
valorem taxes ufon all property within their respec-
tive boundaries for county purposes, except the Erst

‘Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) value of residential

homesteads of married or unmarried adults, male or
female, including those living alone, not to exceed
thirty cents (30¢) on each One Hundred Dollars
($100) valuation, in addition to all other ad valorem
taxes authorized by the Constitution of this State,
provided the revenue derived therefrom shall be
used for construction and maintenance of Farm to
Market Roads or for Flood Control, except as herein
otherwise provided.

Provided that in those counties or political subdivi-
sions or areas of the State from which tax donations
have heretofore been granted, the State Automatic
Tax Board shall continue to levy the full amount of
the State ad valorem tax for the duration of such
donation, or until all legal obligations heretofore
authorized by the law granting such donation or
donations shall have been fully discharged, which-
ever shall first occur; provided that if such donation
to any such county or political subdivision is for less
than the full amount of State ad valorem taxes so
levied, the portion of such taxes remaining over and
above such donation shall be retained by said county
or subdivision,

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1932. Amended Aug. 26, 1933; Nov. 2,
1948; Nov. 6, 1973.]

§ 1-b. Residence Homestead Exemption

Sec. 1-b. (a) Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) of
the assessed taxable value of all residence home-
steads of married or unmarried adults, male or fe-
male, including those living alone, shall be exempt
from all taxation for all State purposes.

(b) From and after January 1, 1973, the governing
body of any county, city, town, school district, or
other political subdivision of the State may exempt
by its own action not less than Three Thousand
Dollars ($3,000) of the assessed value of residence
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homesteads of married or unmarried persons sixty-
five (65) years of age or older, including those living
alone, from all ad valorem taxes thereafter levied by
the political subdivision. As an alternative, upon
receipt of a petition signed by twenty percent (20%)
of the voters who voted n the last preceding
election held by the political subdivision, the govern-
ing body of the subdivision shall call an election to
determine by majority vote whether an amount not
less than Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) as provid-
ed in the petition, of the assessed value of residence
homesteads of persons sixty-five (65) years of age or
over shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes there-
after levied by the political subdivision. Where any
ad valorem tax has theretofore been pledged for the
payment of any debt, the taxing officers of the
political subdivision shall have authority to continue
to levy and collect the tax against the homestead
property at the same rate as the tax so pledged until
the debt is discharged, if the cessation of the levy
would impair the obligation of the contract by which
the debt was created.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1948. Amended Nov. 7, 1972; Nov. 6,
1973.] ’

§ 1-c. Effectiveness of Resolution

Sec. 1-c.
Resolution ! shall not be effective unless House Joint
Resolution No. 24 % is adopted by the people and in
no event shall this Resolution go into effect until
January 1, 1951, :

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1948.]

! House Joint Resolution No. 35 of;1947, proposing addition of this section
and section 1-b to this article. :

2 Proposing amendment of section 1-a of this article, which was adopted
Nov. 2, 1948. R

§ 1-d. Assessment of Lands designated for Agri-
cultural Use

See. 1-d. (a) All land owned by natural persons
which is designated for agricultural use in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Section shall be
assessed for all tax purposes on the consideration of
only those factors relative to such agricultural use.
“Agricultural use” means the raising of livestock or
growing of crops, fruit, flowers, and other products
of the soil under natural conditions as a business
venture for profit, which business is the primary
occupation and source of income of the owner.

(b) For each assessment year the owner wishes to

ualify his land under provisions of this Section as
gesignated for agricultural use he shall file with the
local tax assessor a sworn statement in writin
describing the use to which the land is devoted.

(c) Upon receipt of the sworn statement in writ-
ing the local tax assessor shall determine whether or
not such land qualifies for the designation as to
agricultural use as defined herein and in the event it
so qualifies he shall designate such land as being for
agricultural use and assess the land accordingly.

(d) Such local tax assessor may inspect the land
and require such evidence of use and source of
income as may be necessary or useful in determining
whether or not the agricultural use provision of this
article applies.

(e) No land may qualify for the designation pro-
vided for in this Act unless for at least three (3)
successive years immediately preceding the assess-
ment date the land has been devoted exclusively for

Provided, however, the terms of this
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agricultural use, or unless the land has been continu-
ously developed for agriculture during such time.

(f) Each year during which the land is designated
for agricultural use, the local tax assessor shall note
on his records the valuation which would have been
made had the land not (%ualified for such designation
under this Section. If designated land is subse-
que'ntly diverted to a purpose other than that of
agricultural use, or is sold, the land shall be subject
to an additional tax. The additional tax shall equal
the difference between taxes paid or payable, here-
under, and the amount of tax payable for the pre-
ceding three years had the land been otherwise
assessed. Until paid, there shall be a lien for addi-
tional taxes and interest on land assessed under the
provisions of this Section.

(g) The valuation and assessment of any minerals
or subsurface rights to minerals shall not come with-
in the provisions of this Section.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 1-e. Abolition of Ad Valorem Property Taxes

Sec. 1-e. 1. From and after December 31, 1978,
no State ad valorem taxes shall. be levied upon any
property within this State for State purposes except
the tax levied by Article VII, Section 17, for certain
institutions of higher learning.

2. . The State ad valorem tax authorized by Arti-
cle VII, Section 3, of this Constitution shall be
im[l)osed at the following rates on each One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) valuation for the years 1968
through 1974: On January 1, 1968, Thirty-five Cents
(35¢); on January 1, 1969, Thirty Cents (30¢); on
January 1, 1970, Twenty-five Cents (25¢); on Janua-
xl;y 1, 1971, Twenty Cents (20¢); on January 1, 1972,

ifteen Cents (15¢); on January 1, 1973, Ten Cents

| (10¢); on January 1, 1974, Five Cents (5¢); and

thereafter no such tax for school purposes shall be
levied and collected. An amount sufficient to pro-
vide free text books for the use of children attend-
ing the public free schools of this State shall be set
aside from any revenues deposited in the Available
School Fund, provided, however, that should such
funds be insufficient, the deficit may be met by
appropriation from the general funds of the State.

3. The State ad valorem tax of Two Cents (2¢) on
the One Hundred Dollars valuation levied by Article
VII, Section 17, of this Constitution shall not be
levied after December 31, 1976. At any time prior
to December 31, 1976, the Legislature may establish
a trust fund solely for the benefit of the widows of
Confederate veterans and such Texas Rangers and
their widows as are eligible for retirement or disabil-
ity pensions under the provisions of Article XVI,
Section 66, of this'Constitution, and after such fund
is established the ad valorem tax levied by Article
VII, Section 17, shall not thereafter be levied.

4. Unless otherwise provided by the Legislature,
after December 31, 1976 all delinquent State ad
valorem taxes together with penalties and interest
thereon, less lawful costs of collection, shall be used
to secure bonds issued for permanent improvements
at institutions of higher learning, as authorized by
Article VII, Section 17, of this Constitution.

5. The fees paid by the State for both assessing
and ‘collecting State ad valorem taxes shall not ex-
ceed two per cent (2%) of the State taxes collected.
This subsection shall be self-executing.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1968.]
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§ 2. Occupation Taxes; Equality and Uniformity;
Exemptions from Taxation

Sec. 2. (a) All occupation taxes shall be equal
and uniform upon the same class of subjects within
the limits of the authority levying the tax; but the
legislature may, by general laws, exempt from taxa-

tion public property used for public purposes; actual

laces of religious worship, also any property owned
By a church or by a strictly religious society for the
exclusive use as a dwelling place for the ministry of
such church or religious society, and which yields no
revenue whatever to such church or religious socie-
ty; provided that such exemption shall not extend to
more property than is reasonably necessary for a
dwelling place and in no event more than one acre of
land; places of burial not held for private or corpo-
rate profit; all buildings used exclusively and owned
by persons or associations of persons for school pur-
poses and the necessary furniture of all schools and
property used exclusively and reasonably necessary
in conducting any association engaged in promoting
the religious, educational and physical development
of boys, girls, young men or young women operating
under a State or National organization of like char-
acter; also the endowment funds of such institutions
of learning and religion not used with a view to
profit; and when the same are invested in bonds or
mortgages, or in land or other property which has
been and shall hereafter be bought in by such insti-
tutions under foreclosure sales made to satisfy or
protect such bonds or mortgages, that such exemp-
tion of such land and property shall continue on{)
for two years after the purchase of the same at sue
sale by such institutions and no longer, and institu-
tions of purely public charity; and all laws exempt-
ing property from taxation other than the propert;
mentioned in this Section shall be null and void.

(b) The Legislature may, by general law, exempt
property owned by a disabled veteran or by the
surviving spouse and surviving minor children of a
disabled veteran. A disabled veteran is a veteran of
the armed services of the United States who is
classified as disabled by the Veterans’ Administra-
tion or by a successor to that agency; or the military
service in which he served. A veteran who is certi-
fied as having a disability of less than 10 percent is
not entitled to an exemption. A veteran having a
disability rating of not less than 10 percent nor more
than 30 percent may be granted an exemption from
taxation for property valued at up to $1,500. A
veteran having a disability rating of more than 30
percent but not more than 50 percent may be grant-
ed an exemption from taxation for property valued
at up to $2,000. A veteran having a disability rating
of more than 50 percent but not more than 70
percent may be granted an exemption from taxation
for property valued at up to $2,500. A veteran who
has a disability rating of more than 70 percent, or a
veteran who has a disability rating of not less than
10 percent and has attained the age of 65, or a
disabled veteran whose disability consists of the loss
or loss of use of one or more limbs, total blindness in
one or both eyes, or paraplegia, may be granted an
exemption from taxation for property valued at up
to $3,000. The spouse and children of any member
of the United States Armed Forces who loses his life
while on active duty will be granted an exemption
from taxation for property valued at up to $2,500.
A deceased disabled veteran’s surviving spouse and
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children may be granted an exemption which in the
aggregate is equal to the exemption to which the
decedent was entitled at the time he died.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 6, 1906, proclama-
tion Jan. 7, 1907; Nov. 6, 1928; Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 3. General Laws; Public Purposes

. Sec. 8. Taxes shall be levied and collected by
general laws and for public purposes only.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876]

§ 4. Surrender or Suspension of Taxing Power

Sec. 4. The power to tax corporations and corpo-
rate property shall not be surrendered or suspended
by act of the Legislature, by any contract or grant
to which the State shall be a party.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 5. Railroad Property;
Taxation

Sec. 5. All property of railroad companies, of
whatever description, lying or being within the lim-
its of any city or incorporated town within this
State, shall bear its proportionate share of municipal
taxation, and if any such property shall not have
been heretofore rendered, the authorities of the city
or town within which it lies, shall have power to
require its rendition, and collect the usual munieipal
tax thereon, as on other property lying within said
municipality.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

Liability to Municipal

§ 6. Withdrawal of Money from Treasury; Dura-
tion of Appropriation

Sec. 6. No money shall be drawn from the Trea-
sury but in pursuance of specific appropriations
made by law; nor shall any appropriation of money
be made for a longer term than two years, except b
the first Legislature to assemble under this Consti-
tution, which may make the necessary appropria-
tions to carry on the government until the assem-
blage of the sixteenth Legislature.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 7. Borrowing, Withholding or Diverting Special
Funds

Sec. 7. The Legislature shall not have power to
borrow, or in any manner divert from its purpose,
any special fund that may, or ought to, come into
the Treasury; and shall make it penal for any per-
son or persons to borrow, withhold or in any manner
to divert from its purpose any special fund, or any
part thereof.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 7-a. Revenues from Motor Vehicle Registration
Fees and Taxes on Motor Fuels and Lu-
bricants; Purposes for which Used

Sec. T-a. Subject to legislative appropriation, al-
location and direction, all net revenues remaining

after payment of all refunds allowed by law and .

expenses of collection derived from motor vehicle

registration fees, and all taxes, except gross produc-
tion and ad valorem taxes, on motor fuels and lubri-

cants used to propel motor vehicles over public road- .

vyaly;s, shall be used for the sole purpose of acquiring

rights-of-way, constructing, maintaining, and polic-
ing such public roadways, and for the administration
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of such laws as may be prescribed by the Legislature
pertaining to the supervision of traffic and safety on
such roads; and for the payment of the rincipal
and interest on county and road district bonds or
warrants voted or issued prior to January 2, 1939,
and declared eligible prior to January 2, 1945, for
payment out of the County and Road District High-
way Fund under existing law; provided, however,
that one-fourth (%:).of such net revenue from the
motor fuel tax shall be allocated to the Available
School Fund; and, provided, however, that the net
revenue derived by counties from motor vehicle reg-
istration fees shall never be less than the maximum
amounts allowed to be retained by each County and
the percentage allowed to be retained by each Coun-
ty under the laws in effect on January 1, 1945.
Nothing contained herein shall be construed as au-
thorizing the pledging of the State’s credit for any
purpose.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1946.]

§ 8. Railroad Companies; Assessment and Collec-
tion of Taxes

Sec. 8. All property of railroad companies shall
be assessed, and the taxes collected in the several
counties in which said property is situated, including
so much of the roadbed and fixtures as shall be in
each county. The rolling stock may be assessed in
gross in the county where the principal office of the
company is located, and the county tax paid upon it,
shall be apportioned by the Comptroller, in propor-
tion to the distance such road may run through an
such county, among the several counties througﬁ
which the road passes, as a part of their tax assets.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 9. Maximum State Tax; County, City and Town
Levies; County Funds; Local Road Laws

Sec. 9. The State tax on property, exclusive of
the tax necessary to pay the public debt, and of the
taxes provided for the benefit of the public free
schools, shall never exceed Thirty-five Cents (35¢) on
the One Hundred Dollars ($100) valuation; and no
county, city or town shall levy a tax rate in excess of
Eighty Cents (80¢) on the One Hundred Dollars
($100) valuation in any one (1) year for general fund,
permanent improvement fund, road and bridge fund
and jury fund purposes; provided further that at
the time the Commissioners Court meets to levy the
annual tax rate for each county it shall levy whatev-
er tax rate may be needed for the four (4) constitu-
tional purposes; namely, general fund, permanent
improvement fund, road and bridge fund and jury
fund so long as the Court does not impair any
outstanding bonds or other obligations and so long
as the total of the foregoing tax levies does not
exceed Eighty Cents (80¢) on the One Hundred
Dollars ($100) valuation in any one (1) year. Once
the Court has levied the annual tax rate, the same
shall remain in force and effect during that taxable
year; and the Legislature may also authorize an
additional annual ad valorem tax to be levied and
collected for the further maintenance of the public
roads; provided, that a majority of the qualified
property taxpaying voters of the county voting at an
election to be Keld for that purpose shall vote such
tax, not to exceed Fifteen Cents (15¢) on the One
Hundred Dollars ($100) valuation of the property
subject to taxation in such county. Any county may
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put all tax money collected by the county into one
general fund, without regard to the purpose or
source of each tax. And the Legislature may pass
local laws for the maintenance of the public roads
and highways, without the local notice required for
special or local laws. This Section shall not be
construed as a limitation of powers delegated to
counties, cities or towns by any other Section or
Sections of this Constitution.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 14, 1883, proclama-
tion Sept. 25, 1883; Nov. 4, 1890, proclamation Dec. 19,
1890; Nov. 6, 1906, proclamation Jan. 7, 1907; Nov. 7, 1944;
Nov. 6, 1956; Nov. 11, 1967.]

§ 10. Release from Payment of Taxes

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall have no power to
release the inhabitants of, or property in, any coun-
ty, city or town from the payment of taxes levied
for State or county purposes, unless in case of great
public calamity in any such county, city or town,
when such release may be made by a vote of two-
thirds of each House of the Leg’isYature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11. Place of Assessment; Value of Property not
rendered by Owner

Sec. 11. All property, whether owned by persons
or corporations shall be assessed for taxation, and
the taxes paid in the county where situated, but the
Legislature may, by a two-thirds vote, authorize the
payment of taxes of non-residents of counties to be
made at the office of the Comptroller of Public
Accounts. And all lands and other, property not
rendered for taxation by the owner thereof shall be
assessed at its fair value by the proper officer.
{Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 12. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 13. Sales of Lands and other Property for Taxes;
Redemption

Sec. 13. Provision shall be made by the first Leg-
islature for the speedy sale, without the necessity of
a suit in Court, of a sufficient portion of all lands
and other property for the taxes due thereon, and
every year thereafter for the sale in like manner of
all lands and other property upon which the taxes
have not been paid; and the deed of conveyance to
the purchaser for all lands and other property thus
sold shall be held to vest a good and perfect title in
the purchaser thereof, subject to be impeached only
for actual fraud; provided, that the former owner
shall within two years from date of the filing for
record of the Purchaser’s Deed have the right to
redeem the land on the following basis:

(1) Within the first year of the redemption
period upon the payment of the amount of
money paid for the land, including One ($1.00)
Dollar Tax Deed Recording Fee and all taxes,
penalties, interest and costs paid plus not ex-
ceeding twenty-five (25%) percent of the aggre-
gate total; .

(2) Within the last year of the redemption
period upon. the payment of the amount of
money paid for the land, including One ($1.00)
Dollar Tax Deed Recording Fee and all taxes,
penalties, interest and costs paid plus not ex-
ceeding fifty (50%) percent of the aggregate
total. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1932.]
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§ 14. Assessor and Collector of Taxes

Sec. 14. Except as provided in Section 16 of this
Article, there shall be elected by the qualified voters
of each county, an Assessor and Collector of Taxes,
who shall hold his office for four years and until his
successor is elected and qualified; and such Assessor
and Collector of Taxes shall perform all the duties
with respect to assessing property for the purpose of
taxation and of collecting taxes, as may be pre-
seribed by the Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1932; Nov. 2,
1954.]

§15. Lien of Assessment; Seizure and Sale of
Property

Sec. 15. The annual assessment made upon land-
ed property shall be a special lien thereon; and all
property, both real and personal, belonging to any
delinquent taxpayer shall be liable to seizure and
sale for the payment of all the taxes and penalties
due by such delinquent; and such property may be
sold for the payment of the taxes and penalties due
by such delinquent, under such regulations as the
Legislature may provide.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 16. Sheriff to be Assessor and Collector of Tax-
es; Counties having 10,000 or more Inhab-
itants

Sec. 16. The Sheriff of each county, in addition
to his other duties, shall be the Assessor and Collec-
tor of Taxes therefor; but, in counties having 10,000
or more inhabitants, to be determined by the last
preceding census of the United States, an Assessor
and Collector of Taxes shall be elected as provided in
Section 14 of this Article, and shall hold office for
four years and until his successor shall be elected
and qualified.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1932; Nov. 2,

1954.) :

§ 16 -a. Assessor-Collector of Taxes; Counties
having less than 10,000 Inhabitants

Sec. 16-a. In any county having a population of
less than ten thousand (10,000) inhabitants, as deter-
mined by the last preceding census of the United
States, the Commissioners Court may submit to the
qualified property taxpaying voters of such county
at an election the question of adding an Assessor-
Collector of Taxes to the list of authorized count
officials. If a majority of such voters voting in suc
election shall approve of adding an Assessor-Collec-
tor of Taxes to such list, then such official shall be
elected at the next General Election for such Consti-
tutional term of office as is provided for other Tax
Assessor-Collectors in this State.

[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 17. Specification of Subjects not limitation of
Legislature’s Power

_ Sec. 17. The specification of the objects and sub-
jeets of taxation shall not deprive the Legislature of
the power to require other subjects or objects to be
taxed in such manner as may be consistent with the
principles of taxation fixed in this Constitution.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 18. Equalization of Valuations; Classification of
Lands

Sec. 18. The Legislature shall provide for equal-
izing, as near as may be, the valuation of all proper-
ty subject to or rendered for taxation, (the County
Commissioners’ Court to constitute a board of equal-
ization); and may also provide for the classification
of all lands witlsll reference to their value in the
several counties. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 19. Farm Products and Family Supplies; Ex-
emption

Sec. 19. Farm products in the hands of the pro-
ducer, and family supplies for home and farm use,
are exempt from all taxation until otherwise di-
rected by a two-thirds vote of all the members elect
to both Houses of the Legislature.
[Adopted Sept. 2, 1879, proclamation Oct. 14, 1879.]

§ 20. Fair Cash Market Value not to be Exceeded;
Discounts for Advance Payment

Sec. 20. No property of any kind in this- State
shall ever be assessed for ad valorem taxes at a
greater value than its fair cash market value nor
shall any Board of Equalization of any governmental
or political subdivision or taxing district within this
State fix the value of any property for tax purposes
at more than its fair cash market value; provided
that in order to encourage the prompt payment of
taxes, the Legislature shall have the power to pro-
vide that the taxpayer shall be allowe(i) by the State
and all governmental and political subdivisions and
taxing districts of the State a three per cent (3%)
discount on ad valorem taxes due the State or due
any governmental or political subdivision or taxing
district of the State if such taxes are paid ninety
(90) days before the date when they would otherwise
become delinquent; and the taxpayer shall be al-
lowed a two per cent (2%) discount on said taxes if
paid sixty (60) days before said taxes would become
delinquent; and the taxpayer shall be allowed a one
per cent (1%) discount if said taxes are paid thirty
(30) days before they would otherwise become delin-
quent. This amendment shall be effective January
1, 1939. The Legislature shall pass necessary laws
for the proper administration of this Section.
[Adopted Aug. 23, 1937.]

ARTICLE IX
COUNTIES

Section .

1. Creation of Counties.

1-A. Counties bordering on Gulf of Mexico or Tidewater Limits
Thereof; Regulation of Motor Vehicles on Beaches.

COUNTY SEATS
2. Removal of County Seats.

HOME RULE CHARTERS
3. Repealed.

HOSPITAL DISTRICTS

County-wide Hospital Districts.
City of Amarillo; Wichita County; Jefferson County; Crea-
tion of Hospital Districts.

o
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6. Lamar County Hospital District; Abolition; Transfer of As-
sets.

7. Hidalgo County; Hospital District; Creation; Tax Rate.

8. County Commissioners Precinct No. 4 of Comanche County;
Hospital District; Creation; Tax Rate.

9. Hospital Districts; Creation, Operation, Powers, Duties and
Dissolution.

10. Blank.

11. Hospital Districts; Ochiltree, Castro, Hansford and Hopkins
Counties; Creation; Taxes.

12. Airport Authorities.

13. Participation of Municipalities and other Political Subdivisions
in establishment of Mental Health, Mental Retardation or
Public Health Services.

§ 1. Creation of Counties

Sec. 1. The Legislature shall have power to cre-
ate counties for the convenience of the people sub-
ject to the following provisions:

First. In the territory of the State exterior
to all counties now existing, no new counties
shall be created with a less area than nine
hundred square miles, in a square form, unless
prevented by pre-existing boundary lines.
Should the State lines render this impracticable
in border counties, the area may be less. The
territory referred to may, at any time, in whole
or in part, be divided into counties in advance of
population and attached, for judicial and land
surveying purposes, to the most convenient or-
ganized county or counties. »

Second. Within the territory of any county
or counties now existing, no new county shall be
created with a less area than seven hundred
square miles, nor shall any such county now
existing be reduced to a less area than seven
hundred square miles. No new counties shall be
created so as to approach nearer than twelve
miles of the county seat of any county from
which it may in whole or in part be taken.
Counties of a less area than nine hundred, but
of seven hundred or more square miles, within
counties now existing, may be created by a
two-thirds vote of each House of the Legisla-
ture, taken by yeas and nays and entered on the
journals. Any county now existing may be re-
duced to an area of not less than seven hundred
square miles by a like two-thirds vote. When
any part of a county is stricken off and attached
to, or created into another county, the part
stricken off shall be holden for and obliged to
pay its proportion of all the liabilities then exist-
ing, of the county from which it was taken, in
such manner as may be prescribed by law.

Third. No part of any existing county shall
be detached f‘;om it and attached to another
existing county until the proposition for such
change shall have been submitted, in such man-
ner as may be provided by law, to a vote of the
electors of both counties, and shall have re-
ceived a majority of those voting on the ques-
tion in each.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 1-A. Counties bordering on Guif of Mexico or
Tidewater Limits Thereof; Regulation
of Motor Vehicles on Beaches

Sec. 1-A. The Legislature may authorize the
governing body of any county bordering on the Gulf
of Mexico or the tidewater limits thereof to regulate
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and restrict the speed, parking and travel of motor
vehicles on beaches available to the public by virtue
of public right and the littering of such beaches.

Nothing in this amendment shall increase the
rights of any riparian or littoral landowner with
regard to beaches available to the public by virtue of
public right or submerged lands.

The Legislature may enact any laws not inconsist-
ent with this Section which it may deem necessary
to permit said counties to implement, enforce and
administer the provisions contained herein.

Should the Legislature enact legislation in antici-
ation of the adoption of this amendment, such
egislation shall not be invalid by reason of its antici-

patory character.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1962.]

COUNTY SEATS

§ 2. Removal of County Seats

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall pass laws regulat-
ing the manner of removing county seats, but no
county seat situated within five miles of the geo-
graphical centre of the county shall be removed,
except by a vote of two-thirds of all the electors
voting on the subject. A majority of such electors,
however, voting at such election, may remove a
county seat from a point more than five miles from
the geographical centre of the county to a point
within five miles of such centre, in either case the
centre to be determined by a certificate from the
Commissioner of the General Land Office.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

HOME RULE CHARTERS
§ 3. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

HOSPITAL DISTRICTS

§ 4. County-wide Hospital Districts

Sec. 4. The Legislature may by law authorize
the creation of county-wide Hospital Districts in
counties having a population in excess of 190,000 and
in Galveston County, with power to issue bonds for
the purchase, acquisition, construction, maintenance
and operation of any county owned hospital, or
where the hospital system is jointly operated by a
county and city within the county, and to provide for
the transfer to the county-wide Hospital District of
the title to any land, buildings or equipment, jointly
or separately owned, and for the assumption by the
district of any outstanding bonded indebtedness
theretofore issued by any county or city for the
establishment of hospitals or hospital facilities; to
levy a tax not to exceed seventy-five ($.75) cents on
the One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars valuation of all
taxable property within such district, provided, how- .
ever, that such district shall be a[.;lpmved at an
election held for that purpose, and that only quali-
fied, property taxpaying voters in such county shall
vote therein; provided further, that such Hospital
District shall assume full responsibility for providing
medical and hospital care to needy inhabitants of the
county, and thereafter such county and cities therein
shall not levy any other tax for hospital purposes;
and provided further that should such Hospital Dis-
trict construct, maintain and support a hospital or
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hospital system, that the same shall never become a
charge against the State of Texas, nor shall any
direct appropriation ever be made by the Legislature
for the construction, maintenance or improvement of
the said hospital or hospitals. Should the Legisla-
ture enact enabling laws in anticipation of the
adoption of this amendment, such Acts shall not be
invalid because of their anticipatory character.

‘[Adopted Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 5. City of Amarillo; Wichita County; Jefferson
County; Creation of Hospital Districts

Sec. 5. (a) The Legislature may by law authorize
" the creation of two hospital districts, one to be
. coextensive with and have the same boundaries as
the incorporated City of Amarillo, as such bounda-
ries now exist or as they may hereafter be lawfull

extended, and the other to be coextensive wit
Wichita County.

If such district or districts are created, they may
be authorized to levy a tax not to exceed Seventy-
five Cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) valuation of taxable property within the
district; provided, however, no tax may be levied
until approved by a majority vote of the participat-
ing resident qualified property taxpaying voters who
have duly rendered their property for taxation. The
maximum rate of tax may be changed at subsequent
elections so long as obligations are not impaired, and
not to exceed the maximum limit of Seventy-five
Cents (75¢) per One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valu-
ation, and no election shall be required by subse-
guent.uchanges in the boundaries of the City of

marillo, :

If such tax is authorized, no political subdivision
or municipality within or having the same bounda-
ries as the district may levy a tax for medical or
hospital care for needy individuals, nor shall they
maintain or erect hospital facilities, but the district
shall by resolution assume all such responsibilities
and shall assume all of the liabilities and obligations
(including bonds and warrants) of such subdivisions
or municipalities or both. The maximum tax rate
submitted shall be sufficient to discharge such obli-

_gations, liabilities, and responsibilities, and to main-
tain and operate the hospital system, and the Legis-
lature may authorize the district to issue tax bonds
for the purpose of the purchase, construction, acqui-
sition, repair or renovation of improvements and
initially equipping the same, and such bonds shall be
payable from said Seventy-five Cents (75¢) tax. The
Legislature shall provide for transfer -of title to
properties to the district.

(b) The Legislature may by law permit the Coun-
ty of Potter (in which the City of Amarillo is partial-
ly located) to render financial aid to that district by
paying a part of the expenses of operating and
maintaining the system and paying a part of the
debts of the district (whether assumed or created by
the district) and may authorize the levy of a tax not
to exceed Ten Cents (10¢) per One Hundred Dollars
{$100.00) valuation (in addition to other taxes per-
mitted by this Constitution) upon all property within
the county but without the City of Amarillo at the
time such levy is made for such purposes. If such
tax is authorized, the district shall by resolution
assume the responsibilities, obligations, and liabili-
ties of the county in the manner and to the extent
hereinabove provided for political subdivisions hav-

CONSTITUTION 46

ing boundaries coextensive with the district, and the
county shall not thereafter levy taxes (other than
herein provided) for hospital purposes nor for pro-
viding hospital care for needy individuals of the
county.

(¢) The Legislature may by law authorize the cre-
ation of a hospital district within Jefferson County,
the boundaries of which shall include only the area
comprising the Jefferson County Drainage District
No. 7 and the Port Arthur Independent School Dis-
trict, as such boundaries existed on the first day of
January, 1957, with the power to issue bonds for the
sole purpose of purchasing a site for, and the con-
struction and initial equipping of, a hospital system,
and with the power to levy a tax of not to exceed
Seventy-five Cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dol-
lars ($100.00) valuation of property therein for the

urpose of paying the principal and interest on such
onds.

The creation of such hospital district shall not be
final until approved at an election by a majority of
the resident property taxpaying voters voting at
said election who have duly rendered their property
for taxation upon the tax rolls of either said Drain-
age or said School District, nor shall such bonds be
issued or such tax be levied until so approved by
such voters.

The district shall not have the power to levy any
tax for maintenance or operation of the hospital or
facilities, but shall contract with other political sub-
divisions of the state or private individuals, associa-
tions, or corporations for such purposes.

If the district hereinabove authorized is finally
created, no other hospital district may be created
embracing any part of the territory within its
boundaries, but the Legislature by law may autho-
rize the creation of a hospital district incorporating
therein the remainder of Jefferson County, having
the powers and duties and with the limitations pres-
ently provided by Article IX, Section 4, of the Con-
stitution of Texas, except that such district shall be
confirmed at an election wherein the resident quali-
fied property taxpaying voters who have duly ren-
dered their property within such proposed district
for taxation on the county rolls, shall be authorized
to vote. A majority of those participating in the
election voting in favor of the district shall be neces-
sary for its confirmation and for bonds to be issued.

(d) Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this amendment, such
Acts shall not be invalid because of their anticipato-
ry character.

[Adopted Nov. 4, 1958.]

§ 6. Lamar County Hospital District; Abolition;
Transfer of Assets

Sec. 6. On the effective date of this Amendment,
the Lamar County Hospital District is abolished.
The Commissioners Court of Lamar County may
provide for the transfer or for the disposition of the
assets of the Lamar County Hospital District.
[Adopted Nov. 8, 1960. Amended Nov. 7, 1972.]

§ 7. Hidalgo County; Hospital District; Creation;
Tax Rate

Sec. 7. The Legislature may by law authorize
the creation of a Hospital District co-extensive with
Hidalgo County, having the powers and duties and
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with the limitations presently provided in Article IX,
Section 5(a), of the Constitution of Texas, as it
applies to Hidalgo County, except that the maxi-
mum_ rate of tax that the said Hidalgo County
Hospital District may be authorized to levy shall be
ten cents (10¢) per One Hundred Dollars ($100)
valuation of taxable property within the District
subject to district taxation.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1960.]

§ 8. County Commissioners Precinct No. 4 of Co-
manche County; Hospital District; Crea-
tion; Tax Rate

Sec. 8. (a) The Legislature may by law authorize
the creation of a Hospital District to be co-extensive
with the limits of County Commissioners Precinct
No. 4 of Comanche County, Texas.

If such District is created, it may be authorized to
levy a tax not to exceed seventy-five cents (75¢) on
the One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuation of taxable
property within the District; provided, however, no
tax may be levied until approved by a majority vote
" of the participating resident qualified property tax-
-paying voters who have duly rendered their property

or taxation. The maximum rate of tax may be
changed at subsequent elections so long as obliga-
tions are not impaired, and not to exceed the maxi-
mum limit of seventy-five cents (75¢) per One Hun-
dred Dollar ($100) valuation, and no election shall be
required by subsequent changes in the boundaries of
the Commissioners Precinct No. 4 of Comanche
County. '

If such tax is authorized, no political subdivision
or municipality within or having the same bounda-
ries as the District may levy a tax for medical or
hospital care for needy individuals, nor shall they
maintain or erect hospital facilities, but the District
shall by resolution assume all such responsibilities
and shall assume all of the liabilities and obligations
(including bonds and warrants) of such subdivisions
or municipalities or both. The maximum tax rate
submitted shall be sufficient to discharge such obli-
gations, liabilities, and responsibilities, and to main-
tain and operate the hospital system, and the Legis-
lature may authorize the District to issue tax bonds
for the purpose of the purchase, construction, acqui-
sition, repair or renovation of improvements and
initially equipping the same, and such bonds shall be
payable from said seventy-five cent (75¢) tax. The
Legislature shall provide for transfer of title to
properties to the District.

(b) The Legislature may by law permit the Coun-
ty of Comanche to render financial aid to that
District by paying a part of the expenses of operat-
ing and maintaining the system and paying a part of
the debts of thé District (whether assumed or creat-
ed by the District) and may authorize the levy of a
tax not to exceed ten cents (10¢) per One Hundred
Dollar ($100) valuation (in addition to other taxes
permitted by this Constitution) upon all property
within the County but without the County Commis-
sioners Precinet No. 4 of Comanche County at the
time such levy is made for such purposes. If such
tax is authorized, the District shall by resolution
assume the responsibilities, obligations, and liabili-
ties of the County in the manner and to the extent
hereinabove provided for political subdivisions hav-
ing boundaries co-extensive with the District, and
the County shall not thereafter levy taxes (other
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than herein provided) for hospital purposes nor for
providing hospital care for needy individuals of the
County. -

(c) Should the L %islature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of this amendment, such-
Acts shall not be invalid because of their anticipato-
ry character.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1960.]

§ 9. Hospital Districts; Creation, Operation, Pow-
ers, Duties and Dissolution .

Sec. 9. The Legislature may by law provide for
the creation, establishment, maintenance and opera-
tion of hospital districts composed of one or more
counties or all or any part of one or more counties
with power to issue bonds for the purchase, con-.
struetion, acquisition, repair or renovation of build-
ings and improvements and equipping same, for
hospital purposes; providing for the transfer to the
hospital district of the title to any land, buildings,
improvements and equipment located wholly within
the district which may be jointly or separately
owned by any city, town or county, providing that
any district so created shall assume full responsibili-
ty for providing medical and hospital care for its
needy inhabitants and assume the outstanding in-
debtedness incurred by cities, towns and counties for
hospital purposes prior to the creation of the district,
if same are Focated wholly within its boundaries, and
a pro rata portion of such indebtedness based upon
the then last approved tax assessment rolls of the
included cities, towns and counties if less than all the
territory thereof is included within the district
boundaries; providing that after its creation no oth-
er municipality or political subdivision shall have the
power to levy taxes or issue bonds or other obliga-
tions for hospital purposes or for providing medical
care within tﬁe boundaries of the district; providing
for the levy of annual taxes at a rate not to exceed
seventy-five cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dollar
valuation of all taxable property within such district
for the purpose of meeting the requirements of the
district’s bonds, the indebtedness assumed by it and
its maintenance and operating expenses, providing
that such district shall not be created or such tax
authorized unless approved by a majority of the
qualified property taxpaying eKactors thereof voting
at an election called for the purpose; and providing
further that the support and maintenance of the
district’s hospital system shall never become a
charge against or obligation of the State of Texas
nor shall any direet appropriation be made by the
Legislature for the construction, maintenance or im-
provement of any of the facilities of such district.

Provided, however, that no district shall be creat-
ed except by act of the Legislature and then only
after thirty (80) days’ public notice to the district
affected, and in no event may the Legislature pro-
vide for a district to be created without the affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the taxpaying voters in
the district concerned.

The Legislature may also provide for the dissolu-
tion of hospital districts provided that a process is
afforded by statute for:

(1) determining the desire of a majority of
the qualified voters within the district to dis-
solve it; .

(2) disposing of or transferring the assets, if
any, of the district; and '
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(3) satisfying the debts and bond obligations,
if any, of the district, in such manner as to
protect the interests of the citizens within the
district, including their collective property
rights in the assets and property of the district,
provided, however, that any grant from federal
funds, however dispensed, shall be considered an
obligation to be repaid in satisfaction and pro-
vided that no election to dissolve shall be held
more often than once each year. In such con-
nection, the statute shall provide against dispos-
al or transfer of the assets of the district except
for due compensation unless such assets are
transferred to another governmental agency,
such as a county, embracing such district and
using such transferred assets in such a way as
to benefit citizens formerly within the district.

(Adopted Nov. 6, 1962. Amended Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 10. Blank.

§ 11. Hospital Districts; Ochiltree, Castro, Hans-
ford and Hopkins Counties; Creation;
Taxes

Sec. 11. The Legislature may by law authorize
the creation of hospital districts in Ochiltree, Castro,
Hansford and Hopkins Counties, each district to be
coextensive with the limits of such county.

If any such district is created, it may be authoriz-
ed to levy a tax not to exceed Seventy-five Cents
(75¢) on the One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuation of
taxable property within the district; provided, how-
ever, no tax may be levied until approved by a
majority vote of the participating resident qualified
property-taxpaying voters who have duly rendered
their property for taxation. The maximum rate of
tax may be changed at subsequent elections so long
as obligations are not impaired, and not to exceed
the maximum limit of Seventy-five Cents (75¢) per
One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuation.

If such tax is authorized, no political subdivision
or municipality within or having the same bounda-
ries as the district may levy a tax for medical or
hospital care for needy individuals, nor shall they
maintain or erect hospital facilities, but the district
shall by resolution assume all such responsibilities
and shall assume all of the liabilities and obligations
(including bonds and warrants) of such subdivisions
or municipalities or both. The maximum tax rate
submitted shall be sufficient to discharge obliga-
tions, liabilities, and responsibilities, and to maintain
and operate the hospital system, and the Legislature
may authorize the district to issue tax bonds for the
purpose of the purchase, construction, acquisition,
repair or renovation of improvements and initially
equipping the same, and such bonds shall be payable
from said Seventy-five Cent' (75¢) tax. The Legis-
lature shall provige for transfer of title to properties
to the district.

Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in
anticipation of the adoption of the amendment, such
Acts shall not be invalid because of their anticipato-
ry character.

[Adopted Nov. 6, 1962.)

1So in enrolled bill.
§ 12. Airport Authorities

Sec. 12. The Legislature may by law'provide for
the creation, establishment, maintenance and opera-
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tion of Airport Authorities composed of one or more
counties, with power to issue general obligation
bonds, revenue bonds, either or both of them, for the
purchase, acquisition by the exercise of the power of
eminent domain or otherwise, construction, recon-
struction, repair or renovation of any airport or
airports, landing fields and runways, airport build-
ings, hangars, facilities, equipment, fixtures, and
any and all property, real or personal, necessary to
operate, equip and maintain an airport; shall pro-
vide for the option by the governing body of the city
or cities whose airport facilities are served by certifi-
cated airlines and whose facility or some interest
therein, is proposed to be or has been acquired by
the Authority, to either appoint or elect a Board of
Directors of said Authority; if the Directors are
appointed such appointment shall be made by the
County Commissioners Court afier consultation with
and consent of the governing body or bodies of such
city or cities, and if the Board of Directors is elected
they shall be elected by the qualified taxpaying
voters of the county which chooses to elect the
Directors to represent that county, such Directors
shall serve without compensation for a term fixed b
the Legislature not to exceed six (6) years, and shall
be selected on the basis of the proportionate popula-
tion of each county based upon the last preceding
Federal Census, and shall be a resident or residents
of such county; provide that no county shall have
less than one (1) member on the Board of Directors;
provide for the holding of an election in each county
Eroposing'the creation of an Authority to be called
y the Commissioners Court or Commissioners
Courts, as the case may be, upon petition of five per
cent (6%) of the qualified taxpaying voters within
the county or counties, said elections to be held on
the same day if more than one county is included,
provided that no more than one (1) such election
may be called in a county until after the expiration
of one (1) year; in the event such an election has
failed, and thereafter only upon a petition of ten per
cent (10%) of the qualified taxpaying voters being
presented to the Commissioners Court or Commis-
sioners Courts of the county or counties in which
such an election has failed, and in the event that two
or more counties vote on the proposition of the
creation of an Authority therein, the proposition
shall not be deemed to carry unless the majority of
the qualified taxpaying voters in each county voting
thereon vote in favor thereof; provided, however,
that an Airport Authority may be created and be
composed of the count%/ or counties that vote in
favor of its creation if separate propositions are
submitted to the voters of each county so that they
may vote for a two or more county Xuthority or a
single county Authority; provide for the appoint-
ment by the Board of Directors of an Assessor and
Collector of Taxes in the Authority, whether consti-
tuted of one or more counties, whose duty it shall be
to assess all taxable property, both real and person-
al, and collect the taxes thereon, based upon the tax
rolls approved by the Board of Directors, the tax to
be levied not to exceed seventy-five cents (75¢) per
One Hundred Dollar ($100) assessed valuation of the
property, provided, however, that the property of
state regulated common carriers required by law to
pay a tax upon intangible assets shall not be subject
to taxation by the Authority, said taxable property
shall be assessed on a valuation not to exceed the
market value and shall be equal and uniform
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throughout the Authority as is otherwise provided
by the Constitution; the Legislature shall authorize
the purchase or acquisition by the Authority of any
existing airport facility publicly owned and financed
and served by certificated airlines, in fee or of any
interest therein, or to enter into any lease agree-
ment therefor, upon such terms and conditions as
may be mutually agreeable to the Authority and the
owner of such facilities, or authorize the acquisition
of same through the exercise of the power of emi-
nent domain, and in the event of such acquisition, if
there are any general obligation bonds that the
owner of the publicly owned airport facility has
outstanding, the same shall be fully assumed by the
Authority and sufficient taxes levied by the Author-
ity to discharge said outstanding indebtedness; and
likewise any city or owner that has outstanding
revenue bonds where the revenues of the airport
have been pledged or said bonds constitute a lien
against the airport facilities, the Authority shall
assume and discharge all the obligations of the city
under the ordinances and bond indentures under
which said revenue bonds have been issued and sold.
Any city which owns airport facilities not serving
certificated airlines which are not purchased or ac-
quired or taken over as herein provided by such
Authority, shall have the power to operate the same
under the existing laws or as the same may hereaf-
ter be amended. Any such Authority when created
may be granted the power and authority to promul-
gate, adopt and enforce appropriate zoning regula-
tions to protect the airport from hazards and ob-
structions which would interfere with the use of the
airport and its facilities for landing and take-off; an
additional county or counties may be added to an
existing Authority if a petition of five per cent (5%)
of the qualified taxpaying voters is file(F with and an
election is called by tge ommissioners Court of the
county or counties seeking admission to an Authori-
ty and the vote is favorable, then admission may be
granted to such county or counties by the Board of
Directors of the then existing Authority upon such
terms and conditions as they may agree upon and
evidenced by a resolution approved by two-thirds
(%rds) of the then existing Board of Directors, pro-
vided, however, the county or counties that may be
so added to the then existing Authority shall be
given representation on the Board of Directors by
adding additional directors in proportion to their
population according to the last preceding Federal
census.

[Adopted Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 13. Participation of Municipalities and other Po-
litical Subdivisions in establishment of
Mental Health, Mental Retardation or
Public Health Services

Sec. 13. Notwithstanding any other section of
this article, the Legislature in providing for the
creation, establishment, maintenance and operation
of a hospital district, shall not be required to provide
that such district shall assume full responsibility for
the establishment, maintenance, support, or opera-
tion of mental health services or mental retardation
services including the operation of any community
mental health centers, community mental retarda-
tion centers or community mental health and mental
retardation centers which may exist or be thereafter
established within the boundaries of such district,

nor shall the Legislature be required to provide that
1 West's Tex.Stats. & Codes—+4
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such district shall assume full responsibility of public
health department units and clinics and related pub-
lic health activities or services, and the Legislature
shall not be required to restrict the power of any
municipality or political subdivision to levy taxes or
issue bonds or other obligations or to expend public
moneys for the establishment, maintenance, support,
or operation of mental health services, mental retar-
dation services, public health units or clinics or relat-
ed public health activities or services or the opera-
tion of such community mental health or mental
retardation centers within the boundaries of the
hospital districts; and unless a statute creating a
hospital district shall expressly prohibit participation
by any entity other than the hospital district in the
establishment, maintenance, or support of mental
health services, mental retardation services, public
health units or clinics or related public health activi-
ties within or partly within the boundaries of an
hospital district, any municipality or any other politi-
cal subdivision or state-supported entity within the
hospital district may participate in the establish-
ment, maintenance, and support of mental health
services, mental retardation services, public health
units and clinics and related public health activities
and may levy taxes, issue bonds or other obligations,
and expend public moneys for such purposes as
provided by law.

[Adopted Nov. 11, 1967.]

ARTICLE X
RAILROADS

Section

1. Repealed.

2. Public Highways; Common Carriers; Regulation of Tariffs,
Correction of Abuses and Prevention of Discrimination and
Extoriion; Means and Agencies.

3. Office in State; Annual Meetings of Directors; Annual Re-
port. )

4. Personal Property, What Is; Execution and Sale of Property.

5. Consolidation, Lease or Purchase; Control of Parallel or Com-
peting Line.

6. Consolidation with Foreign Company.

7. Street Railroads; Consent of Local Authorities.

8. Acceptance of Provisions of Constitution by Existing Compa-
nies.

9. County Seats; Passing Through and Maintaining Depot.

§ 1. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 2. Public Highways; Common Carriers; Regula-
tion of Tariffs, Correction of Abuses and
Prevention of Discrimination and Extor-
tion; Means and Agencies

Sec: 2. Railroads heretofore constructed or which
may hereafter be constructed in this state are here-
by declared public highways, and railroad companies,
common carriers. The Legislature shall pass laws to
regulate railroad, freight and passenger tariffs, to
correct abuses and prevent unjust discrimination and
extortion in the rates of freight and passenger tar-
iffs on the different railroads in this state, and
enforce the same by adequate penalties; and to the
further accomplishment of these objects and pur-
poses, may provide and establish all requisite means
and agencies invested with such powers as may be
deemed adequate and advisable.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 4, 1890, proclama-
tion Dec. 19, 1890.]
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§ 3. Office in State; Annual Meetings of Direc-
tors; Annual Report

Sec. 3. Every railroad or other corporation, or-
ganized or doing business in this State under the
laws or authority thereof, shall have and maintain a
public office or place in this State for the transac-
tion of its business, where transfers of stock shall be
made and where shall be kept for inspection by the
stockholders of such corporations, books, in which
shall be recorded the amount of capital stock sub-
scribed, the names of the owners of the stock, the
amounts owned by them respectively, the amount of
stock paid, and by whom, the transfer of said stock,
with the date of the transfer, the amount of its
assets and liabilities, and the names and places of
residence of its officers. The directors of every
railroad company shall hold one meeting annually in
this State, public notice of which shall be given
thirty days previously, and the President or Superin-
tendent shall report annually, under oath, to the
Comptroller or Governor, their acts and doings,
which report shall include such matters relating to
railroads as may be prescribed by law. The Legisla-
ture shall pass laws enforcing by suitable penalties
the provisions of this Section.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 4. Personal Property, What Is; Execution and
Sale of Property

Sec. 4. The rolling stock and all other movable
property belonging to any railroad company or cor-
poration in this State shall be considered personal
property, and its real and personal property, or any
part thereof, shall be liable to execution and sale in
the same manner as the property of individuals; and
the Legislature shall pass no laws exempting any
such property from execution and sale.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 5. Consolidation, Lease or Purchase; Control of
Parallel or Competing Line

Sec. 5. No railroad or other corporation, or the
lessees, purchasers or managers of any railroad cor-
poration, shall consolidate the stock, property or
franchises of such corporation, with, or lease or
purchase the works or franchises of, or in any way
control any railroad corporation owning or having
under its control a parallel or competing line; nor
shall any officer of such railroad corporation act as
an officer of any other railroad corporation owning
or having the control of a parallel or competing line.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 6. Consolidation with Foreign Company

Sec. 6. No railroad company organized under the
laws of this State, shall consolidate by private or
judicial sale or otherwise with any railroad company
organized under the laws of any other State or of
the United States.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.)

§ 7. St;'.eet Railroads; Consent of Local Authori-
ies

Sec. 7. No law shall be passed by the Legislature

granting the right to construct and operate a street

railroad within any city, town, or village or upon any

publie highway, without first acquiring the consent

of the local authorities having control of the street
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or highway proposed to be occupied by such street
railroad.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 8.- Acceptance of Provisions of Constitution by

Existing Companies
Sec. 8. No railroad corporation in existence at
the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall
have the benefit of any future legislation, except on
condition of complete acceptance of all the provi-
sions of this Constitution applicable to railroads.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 9. County Seats; Passing Through and Main-
taining Depot
Sec. 9. No railroad hereafter constructed in this
State shall pass within a distance of three miles of
any county seat, without passing through the same,
and establishing and maintaining a depot therein
unless prevented by natural obstacles, such as
streams, hills or mountains; provided, such town or
its citizens shall grant the right of way through its
limits and sufficient ground for ordinary depot pur-
poses.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

ARTICLE XI
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS

Section

1. Counties as Legal Subdivisions.

2. Jails, Court-houses, Bridges and Roads.

8. Subscriptions to Corporate Capital; Donations; Loan of Cred-
it. ‘

4. Cities and Towns with Population of 5,000 or Less; Chartered
by General Law; Taxes; Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties.

5. Cities of 5000 or more Population; Adoption or Amendment of
Charters; Taxes; Debt Restrictions.

6. Taxes to Pay Interest and Create Sinking Fund to satisfy
Indebtedness.

7. Counties and Cities on Gulf of Mexico; Tax for Sea Walls,
Breakwaters and Sanitation; Bonds; Condemnation of
Right of Way.

8. Donation of Portion of Public Domain to Aid in Construction
of Sea Walls or Breakwaters.

9. Property Exempt from Forced Sale and from Taxation.
10. Repealed. '

11. Term of Office exceeding two years in Home Rule and General
Law Cities; Vacancies.

§ 1. Counties as Legal Subdivisions

Sec. 1. The several counties of this State are
hereby recognized as legal subdivisions of the State.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 2. Jails, Court-houses, Bridges and Roads

Sec. 2. The construction of jails, court-houses
and bridges and the establishment of county poor
houses and farms, and the laying out, construction
and repairing of county roads shall be provided for
by general laws.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 3. Subscriptions to Corporate Capital; Dona-
tions; Loan of Credit

Sec. 3. No county, city, or other municipal corpo-
ration shall hereafter become a subscriber to the
capital of any private corporation or association, or
make any appropriation or donation to the same, or
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in anywise loan its credit; but this shall not be
construed to in any way affect any obligation here-
tofore undertaken pursuant to law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 4. Cities and Towns with Population of 5,000 or
Less; Chartered by General Law; Taxes;
Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties

Sec. 4. Cities and towns having a population of
five thousand or less may be chartered alone b
general law. They may levy, assess and collect sucK
taxes as may be authorized by law, but no tax for
any purpose shall ever be lawful for any one year
which shall exceed one and one-half per cent of the
taxable property of such city; and all taxes shall be
collectible only in current money, and all licenses
and occupation taxes levied, and all fines, forfeitures
and penalties accruing to said cities and towns shall
be collectible only in current money.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 3, 1909, proclama-
tion Sept. 24, 1909; Nov. 2, 1920.]

§ 5. Cities of 5000 or more Population; Adoption
or Amendment of Charters; Taxes; Debt
Restrictions

. Sec. 5. Cities having more than five thousand
(5000) inhabitants may, by a majority vote of the
qualified voters of said eity, at an election held for
that purpose, adopt or amend their charters, subject
to such limitations as may be prescribed by the
Legislature, and providing that no charter or any
ordinance passed under said charter shall contain
any provision inconsistent with the Constitution of
the State, or of the general laws enacted by the
Legislature of this State; said cities may levy, assess
and collect such taxes as may be authorized by law
or by their charters; but no tax for any purpose
shall ever be lawful for any one year, which shall
exceed two and one-half per cent. of the taxable
property of such city, and no debt shall ever be
created by any city, unless at the same time provi-
sion be made to assess and collect annually a suffi-
cient sum to pay the interest thereon and creating a
sinking fund of at least two per cent. thereon; and
provided further, that no city charter shall be al-
tered, amended or repealed oftener than every two
years. ,

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 3, 1909, proclama-
tion Sept. 24, 1909; Nov. 5, 1912, proclamation Dec. 30,
1912.]

§ 6. Taxes to Pay Interest and Create Sinking
Fund to satisfy Indebtedness

Sec. 6. Counties, cities and towns are authorized
in such mode as may now or may hereafter be
provided by law, to levy, assess and collect the taxes
necessary to pay the interest and provide a sinking
fund to satisfy any indebtedness heretofore legally
made and undertaken; but all such taxes shall be
assessed and collected separately from that levied,
assessed and collected for current expenses of mu-
nicipal government, and shall when levied specify in
the act of levying the purpose therefor, and such
taxes may be pald in the coupons, bonds or other
indebtedness for the payment of which such tax may
have been levied.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

Art. 11 §11

§ 7. Counties and Cities on Gulf of Mexico; Tax
for Sea Walls, Breakwaters and Sanitation;
Bonds; Condemnation of Right of Way

Sec. 7. All counties and cities bordering on the
coast of the Gulf of Mexico are hereby authorized
upon a vote of the majority of the resident property
taxpayers voting thereon at an election called for
such purpose to levy and collect such tax for con-
struction of sea walls, breakwaters, or sanitary pur-
Eoses, as may now or may hereafter be authorized

y law, and may create a debt for such works and
issue bonds in evidence thereof. But no debt for any
purpose shall-ever be incurred in any manner by any
city or county unless provision is made, at the time
of creating the same, for levying and collecting a
sufficient tax to pay the interest thereon and pro-
vide at least two per cent (2%) as a sinking fund;
and the condemnation of the right of way for the
erection of such works shall be fully provided for. .
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 6, 1973.]

§ 8. Donation of Portion of Public Domain to Aid
in Construction of Sea Walls or Breakwa-
ters

Sec. 8. The counties and cities on the Gulf Coast
being subject to calamitous overflows, and a very
large proportion of the general revenue being de-
rived from those otherwise prosperous localities, the
Legislature is especially authorized to aid by dona-
tion of such portion of the public domain as may be
deemed proper, and in such mode as may be provid-
ed by law, the construction of sea walls, or breakwa-
ters, such aid to be proportioned to the extent and
value of the works constructed, or to be constructed,
in any locality. '

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 9. Property Exempt from Forced Sale and from
Taxation

Sec. 9. The property of counties, cities and
towns, owned and held only for public purposes, such
as public buildings and the sites therefor, fire en-
gines and the furniture thereof, and all property
used, or intended for extinguishing fires, public
grounds and all other property devoted exclusively
to the use and benefit of the public shall be exempt
from forced sale and from taxation, provided, noth-
ing herein shall prevent the enforcement of the
vendors lien, the mechanics or builders lien, or other
liens now existing.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
§ 10. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 11. Term of Office exceeding two years in Home
Rule and General Law Cities; Vacancies

Sec. 11. A Home Rule City may provide by char-
ter or charter amendment, and a city, town or vil-
lage operating under the general laws may provide
by majority vote of the qualified voters voting at an
election called for that purpose, for a longer term of
office than two (2) years for its officers, either
elective or appointive, or both, but not to exceed
four (4) years; provided, however, that tenure under
Civil Service shall not be affected hereby.

Provided, however, if any of such officers, elective
or appointive, shall announce their candidacy, or
shall in fact become a candidate, in any general,
special or primary election, for any office of profit or
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trust under the laws of this State or the United
States other than the office then held, at any time
when the unexpired term of the office then held
shall exceed one (1) year, such announcement or such
candidacy shall constitute an automatie resignation
of the office then held, and the vacancy thereby
created shall be filled pursuant to law in the same
manner as other vacancies for such office are filled.

A municipality so providing a term exceeding two
(2) years but not exceeding four (4) years for any of
its non-civil service officers must elect all of the
members of its governing body by ma{ority vote of
the qualified voters in such municipality, and any

vacancy or vacancies occurring on such governing

body shall not be filled by aEpointment but must be
filled by majority vote of the qualified voters at a
special election called for such tpurpose within one
hundred and twenty (120) days after such vacancy or
vacancies occur.

[Adopted Nov. 4, 1958.]

ARTICLE XII
PRIVATE CORPORATIONS

Section
1. Creation by General Laws.
2. General Laws to be Enacted; Protection of Public and Stock-
holders.
3 to 5. Repealed.
6. Consideration for Stock or Bonds; Fictitious Increase.
7. Repealed.

§ 1. Creation by General Laws

Sec. 1. No private corporation shall be created
except by general laws.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 2. General Laws to be Enacted; Protection of
Public and Stockholders

Sec. 2. General laws shall be enacted providin
for the creation of private corporations, and shall
therein provide fully for the adequate protection of
the public and of the individual stockholders.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

8§ 3 to 5. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 6. Consideration for Stock or Bonds; Fictitious
Increase

Sec. 6. No corporation shall issue stock or bonds
except for money paid, labor done or property actu-
ally received, and all fictitious increase of stock or
indebtedness shall be void.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.}
§ 7. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

ARTICLE XIII

SPANISH AND MEXICAN LAND TITLES
§§ 1 to 7. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

ARTICLE XIV
PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE

Section
1. General Land Office.
2 to 8. Repealed.
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§ 1 General Land Office

Sec. 1. There shall be one General Land Office in
the State, which shall be at the seat of government,
where all land titles which have emanated or may
hereafter emanate from the State shall be regis-
tered, except those titles the registration of which
may be prohibited by this Constitution. It shall be
the duty of the Legislature at the earliest practica-
ble time to make the Land Office self sustaining,
and from time to time the Legislature may establish
such subordinate offices as may be deemed neces-
sary. :

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§§ 2 to 8. Repealed. - Aug. 5, 1969

ARTICLE XV
IMPEACHMENT

Section

1. Power of Impeachment.

2. Trial of Impeachment of Certain Officers by Senate.

3. Oath or Affirmation of Senators; Concurrence of Two-thirds
Required.

Judgment; Indictment, Trial and Punishment.

Suspension pending Impeachment; Provisional Appointments.

Judges of District Court; . Removal by Supreme Court.

Removal of Officers when Mode not provided in Constitution.

_No g e

ADDRESS

8. Removal of Judges by Governor on Address of Two-thirds of
Each House of Legislature.

§ 1. Power of Impeachment

Sec. 1. The power of impeachment shall be vest-
ed in the House of Representatives.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 2. Trial of Impeachment of Certain Officers by
Senate

Sec. 2. Impeachment of the Governor, Lieuten-
ant Governor, Attorney General, Treasurer, Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office, Comptroller and
the Judges of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals
and District Court shall be tried by the Senate.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876,

§ 3. Oath or Affirmation of Senators;
rence of Two-thirds Required

Sec. 3. When the Senate is sitting as a Court of
Impeachment, the Senators shall be on oath, or
affirmation impartially to try the party impeached,
and no person shall be convicted without the concur-
rence of two-thirds of the Senators present.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

Concur-

§ 4. Judgment; Indictment, Trial and Punishment

Sec. 4. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall
extend only to removal from office, and disqualifica-
tion from holding any office of honor, trust or profit
under this State. A party convicted on impeach-
ment shall also be subject to indictment, trial and
punishment according to law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 5. Suspension pending Impeachment; Provision-
al Appointments

Sec. 5. All officers against whom articles of
impeachment may be preferred shall be suspended
from the exercise of the duties of their office, during
the pendency of such impeachment. The Governor
may make a provisional appointment to fill the
vacz_mcK occasioned by the suspension of an officer
until the decision on the impeachment.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 6. Judges of District Court;
preme Court

Sec. 6. Any judge of the District Courts of the
State who is incompetent to discharge the duties of
his office, or who shall be guilty of partiality, or
oppression, or other official misconduct, or whose
habits and conduct are such as to render him unfit to
hold such office, or who shall negligently fail to
perform his duties as judge; or who shall fail to
execute in a reasonable measure the business in his
courts, may be removed by the Supreme Court. The
Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction to
hear and determine the causes aforesaid when
presented in writing upon the oaths taken before
some judge of a court of record of not less than ten
lawyers, practicing in the courts held by such judge,
and licensed to practice in the Supreme Court; said
presentment to be founded either upon the knowl-
edge of the persons making it or upon the written
oaths as to the facts of creditable witnesses. The
Supreme Court may issue all needful process and
prescribe all needful rules to give effect to this
section. Causes of this kind shall have precedence
and be tried as soon as practicable.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

Removal by Su-

§ 7. Removal of Officers whe% Mode not provided
in Constitution

Sec. 7. The Legislature shall provide by law for
the trial and removal from office of all officers of
this State, the modes for which have not been pro-
vided in this Constitution.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

ADDRESS

§ 8. Removal of Judges by Governor on Address of
Two-thirds of Each House of Legislature

Sec. 8. The Judges of the Supreme Court, Court
of Appeals and District Courts, shall be removed b
the Governor on the address of two-thirds of eac
House of the Legislature, for wilful neglect of duty,
incompetency, habitual drunkenness, oppression in
office, or other reasonable cause which shall not be
sufficient ground for impeachment; provided, how-

ever, that the cause or causes for which such remov-

al shall be required, shall be stated at length in such
address and entered on the journals of each House;
and provided further, that the cause or causes shall
be notified to the judge so intended to be removed,
and he shall be admitted to a hearing in his own
defense before any vote for such address shall pass,
and in all such cases, the vote shall be taken by yeas
and nays and entered on the journals of each House
respectively.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

Art. 16

ARTICLE XVI
Section” GENERAL PROVISIONS
ection

1. Official Oath.

2. Exclusions from Office, Jury Service and Right of Service;
Protection of Right of Service.

3, 4. Repealed.

5. Disqualification to Office by giving or offering Bribe.

6. Appropriations for Private Purposes; State Participation in
Programs Financed with Private or Federal Funds for Reha-
bilitation of Blind, Crippled, Physically or Mentally Handi-
capped Persons.

7. Repealed.

8. County Poor House and Farm.

9. Forfeiture of Residence by Absence on Public Business.

10. Deductions from Salary for Neglect of Duty.

11. Usury; Rate of Interest in Absence of Legislation.

12. Members of Congress; Officers of United States or Foreign
Power; Ineligibility to Hold Office.

13. Arbitration.

14. Civil Officers; Residence; Location of Offices.

15. Separate and Community Property of Husband and Wife.

16. Corporations with Banking and Discounting Privileges.

17. Officers to Serve until Successors Qualified.

18. Existing Rights of Property and of Action; Rights or Actions
Not Revived.

19. Qualifieations of Jurors. i

20. Alcoholic Beverages; Mixed Beverage Law; Regulation;
Local Option.

21, Public Printing and Binding; Repairs and Furnishings; Con-
tracts.

22. Fence Laws.

23. Regulation of Live Stock; Protection of Stock Raisers; Inspec-
tions; Brands.

24. Roads and Bridges.

25. Drawbacks and Rebatement to Carriers, Shippers, Merchants,
Ete.

26. Homicide; Liability in Damages.

27. Vacancies filled for Unexpired Term.

28. Wages not Subject to Garnishment.

29. Repealed.

30. Duration of Offices; Railroad Commission.

30-a. Members of Boards; Terms of Office.

30-b. Civil Service Offices; Duration.

31. Practitioners of Medicine.

32. Repealed.

33. Salary or Compensation Payments to Persons Holding more
than one Office.

34 to 36. Repealed.

37. Liens of Mechanics, Artisans and Material Men.

38. Repealed.

39. Appropriations for Historical Memorials.

40. Holding more than one Office; Exceptions; Right to Vote.

41. Bribery and Acceptance of Bribes.

42. Repealed.

43. Exemptions from Public Duty or Service.

44, County Treasurer and County Surveyor.

45, 46. Repealed.

47. Conscientious Scruples as to Bearing Arms.

48. Existing Laws to continue in Force. .

49. Protection of Personal Property from Forced Sale.

50. Homestead; Protection from Forced Sale; Mortgages, Trust
Deeds and Liens.

51. Amount and Value of Homestead; Uses.

52. Descent and Distribution of Homestead;. Restrictions on Parti-
tion.

53. Process and Writs not Executed or Returned at Adoption of
Constitution.

54, 55. Repealed.

56. Appropriations for Development and Dissemination of Inform-
ation concerning Texas Resources.

57, 58. Repealed.

59, Conservation and Development of Natural Resources; Conser-
“vation and Reclamation Districts.

60. Repealed.

61. Compensation of District, County and Precinct Officers; Sala-
ry or Fee Basis; Disposition of Fees.
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62. State and County Retirement, Disability and Death Compensa-
tion Funds.

63. Teachers and Employees Retirement Systems, Service Credit.

64. Terms of Office, Certain Offices.

65. Transition from two year to four year Terms of Office.

66. Texas Rangers; Retirement and Disability Pension System for
Rangers ineligible for Membership in Employces Retirement,
System.

§ 1. Official Oath

Sec. 1. Members of the Legislature, and all other
elected officers, before they enter upon the duties of
their offices, shall take the following Oath or Affir-
mation:

Y, ——__, do solemnly swear (or affirm),
that I will faithfully execute the duties of the office
of __ of the State of Texas, and will to
the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend
the Constitution and laws of the United States and
of this State; and I furthermore solemnly swear (or
affirm), that I have not directly nor indirectly paid,
offered, or promised to pay, contributed, nor prom-
ised to contribute any money, or valuable thing, or
promised any public office or employment, as a
reward for the giving or withholding a vote at the
election at which I was elected. So help me God.”

The Secretary of State, and all other appointed
officers, before they enter upon the duties of their
offices, shall take the following Oath or Affirma-
tion: ‘

“I, —  do solemnly swear (or affirm),
that I will faithfully execute the duties of the office
of __ of the State of Texas, and will to
the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend
the Constitution and laws of the United States and
of this State; and I furthermore solemnly swear (or
affirm), that I have not directly nor indirectly paid,
offered, or promised to pay, contributed, nor prom-
ised to contribute any money, or valuable thing, or
promised any public office or employment, as a
reward to secure my appointment or the confirma-
tion thereof. So help me God.”

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1938; Nov. 6,
1956.]

§ 2. Exclusions from Office, Jury Service and
gigh.t of Service; Protection of Right of
ervice

Sec. 2. Laws shall be made to exclude from of-
fice, serving on juries, and from the right of suf-
frage, those who may have been or shall hereafter
be convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, or other
high crimes. The privilege of free suffrage shall be
protected by laws regulating elections and prohibit-
ing under adequate penalties all undue influence
therein from power, bribery, tumult or other im-
proper practice.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§§ 3, 4. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 5. Disqualification to Office by giving or offer-
ing Bribe

Sec. 5. Every person shall be disqualified from
holding any office of profit, or trust, in this State,
who shall have been convicted of having given or
offered a bribe to procure his election or appoint-
ment.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 6. Appropriations for Private Purposes; State
Participation in Programs Financed with
Private or Federal Funds for Rehabilitation
of Blind, Crippled, Physically or Mentally
Handicapped Persons

Sec. 6. (a) No appropriation for private or indi-
vidual purposes shall be made, unless authorized by

-this Constitution. A regular statement, under oath,

and an account of the receipts and expenditures of
all public money shall be published annually, in such
manner as shall be prescribed by law.

(b) State agencies charged with the responsibility
of providing services to those who are blind, crip-
pled, or otherwise physically or mentally handi-
capped may accept money from private or federal
sources, designated by the private or federal source
as money to be used in and establishing and equip-
ping facilities for assisting those who are blind,
crippled, or otherwise physically or mentally handi-
capped in becoming gainfully employed, in rehabili-
tating and restoring the handicapped, and in provid-
ing other services determined by the state agency to
be essential for the better care and treatment of the
handicapped. Money accepted under this subsection
is state money. State agencies may spend money
accepted under this subsection, and no other money,
for specific programs and projects to be conducted
by local ]eveﬁ) or other private, nonsectarian associa-
tions, groups, and nonprofit organizations, in estab-
lishing and equipping facilities for assisting those
who are blind, crippled, or otherwise physically or
mentally handicapped in becoming gainfully em-
ployed, in rehabilitating and restoring the handi-
capped, and in providing other services determined
by the state agency to be essential for the better
care or treatment of the handicapped.

The state agencies may deposit money accepted
under this subsection either in the state treasury or
in other secure depositories. The money may not be
expended for any purpose other than the purpose for
which it was given. Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Constitution, the state agencies
may expend money accepted under this subsection
without the necessity of an appropriation, unless the
Legislature,. by law, requires that the money be
expended only on appropriation. The Legislature
may prohibit state agencies from accepting money
under this subsection or may regulate the amount of
money accepted, the way the acceptance and ex-
penditure of the money is administered, and the
purposes for which the state agencies may expend
the money. Money accepted under this subsection
for a purpose prohibited [)y the Legislature shall be
returned to the entity that gave the money.

This_subsection does not prohibit state agencies
authorized to render services to the handicapped
from contracting with privately-owned or local facil-
ities for necessary and essential services, subject to
such conditions, standards, and procedures as may be
prescribed by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1966.]

§ 7. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 8. County Poor House and Farm

Sec. 8. Each county in the State may provide, in
such manner as may be prescribed by law, a Manual
Labor Poor House and Farm, for taking care of,
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managing, employing and supplying the wants of its
indigent and poor inhabitants.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 9. Forfeiture of Residence by Absence on Public
Business

Sec. 9. Absence on business of the State, or of
the United States, shall not forfeit a residence once
obtained, so as to deprive any one of the right of
suffrage, or of being elected or appointed to any
(t)f?ce under the exceptions contained in this Consti-
ution.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 10. Deductions from Salary for Neglect of Duty

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall provide for deduc-
tions from the salaries of public officers who may
neglect the performance otp any duty that may be
assigned them by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 11. Usury; Rate of Interest in Absence of Legis-
lation

Sec. 11. The Legislature shall have authority to
classify loans and lenders, license and regulate lend-
ers, define interest and fix maximum rates of inter-
est; provided, however, in the absence of legislation
fixing maximum rates of interest all contracts for a
greater rate of interest than ten per centum (10%)
per annum shall be deemed usurious; provided, fur-
ther, that in contracts where no rate of interest is
agreed upon, the rate shall not exceed six per cen-
tum (6%) per annum. Should any regulatory agen-
ey, acting under the provisions of this Section, cancel
or refuse to grant any permit under any law passed
by the Legislature; then such applicant or holder
shall have the right of appeal to the courts and
granted a trial de novo as that term is used in
appealing from the justice of peace court to the
county court.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-

tion Sept. 22, 1891; Nov. 8, 1960.]

§ 12. Members of Congress; Officers of United
States or Foreign Power; Ineligibility to
Hold Office

Sec. 12. No member of Congress, nor person
holding or exercising any office of profit or trust,
under the United States, or either of them, or under
any foreign power, shall be eligible as a member of
the Legislature, or hold or exercise any office of
profit or trust under this State.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 13. Arbitration .

Sec. 13. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to
pass such laws as may be necessary and proper to
decide differences by arbitration, when the parties
shall elect that method of trial.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 14. Civil Officers; Residence; Location of Of-
fices

Sec. 14. All civil officers shall reside within the
State; and all district or county officers within their
districts or counties, and shall keep their offices at
such places as may be required biy law; and failure
to comply with this condition shall vacate the office
S0 heldE.)
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

Art. 16 §17

§ 15. Separate and Community Property of Hus-
band and Wife

Sec. 15. All property, both real and personal, of
the wife, owned or claimed by her before marriage,
and that acquired afterward by gift, devise or de-
scent, shall be the separate property of the wife;
and laws shall be passed more clearly defining the
rights of the wife, in relation as well to her separate
property as that held in common with her husband;
provided that husband and wife, without prejudice
to pre-existing creditors, may from time to time by
written instrument as if the wife were a feme sole
partition between themselves in severalty or into
equal undivided interests all or any part of their
existing community property, or exchange between
themselves the community interest of one spouse in
any property for the community interest of the
other spouse in other community property, whereup-
on the portion or interest set aside to each spouse
shall be and constitute a part of the separate proper-
ty of such spouse.

This Amendment is self-operative, but laws may
be passed prescribing requirements as to the form
and manner of execution of such instruments, and
providing for their recordation, and for such other
reasonable requirements not inconsistent herewith
as the Legislature may from time to time consider
proper with relation to the subject of this Amend-
ment. Should the Legislature pass an Act dealing
with the subject of this Amendment and prescribing
requirements as to the form and manner of the
execution of such instruments and providing for
their recordation and other reasonable requirements
not inconsistent herewith and anticipatory hereto,
such Act shall not be invalid by reason of its antici-
patory character and shall take effect just as though
this Constitutional Amendment was in effect when
the Act was passed.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1948.]

§ 16. Corporations with Banking and Discounting
Privileges

Sec. 16. The Legislature shall by general laws,
authorize the incorporation of corporate bodies with
banking and discounting privileges, and shall provide
for a system of State supervision, regulation and
control of such bodies which will adequately protect
and secure the depositors and creditors thereof.

No such corporate body shall be chartered until all
of the authorized capital stock has been subscribed
and paid for in full in cash. Such body corporate
shall not be authorized to engage in business at more
than one place which shall be designated in its
charter.

No foreign corporation, other than the national
banks of the United States, shall be permitted to
exercise banking or discounting privileges in this
State.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 8, 1904; Aug. 23,
1937.] .

§ 17. Officers to Serve until Successors Qualified

Sec. 17. All officers within this State shall con-
tinue to perform the duties of their offices until
their successors shall be duly qualified.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]
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§ 18. Existing Rights of Property and of Action;
Rights or Actions Not Revived

Sec. 18. The rights of property and of action,
which have been acquired under the Constitution
and laws of the Republic and State, shall not be
divested; mnor shall any rights or actions which have
been divested, barred or declared null and void by
the Constitution of the Republic and State, be re-in-
vested, renewed, or re-instated by this Constitution,;
but the same shall remain precisely in the situation
which they were before the adoption of this Consti-
tution, unless otherwise herein provided; and pro-

vided further, that no cause of action heretofore

barred shall be revived.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 19. Qualifications of Jurors

Sec. 19. The Legislature shall prescribe by law
the qualifications of grand and petit jurors; provid-
ed that neither the right nor the duty to serve on
grand and petit juries shall be denied or abridged by
reason of sex. Whenever in the Constitution the
term “men” is used in reference to grand or petit
juries, such term shall include persons of the female
as well as the male sex. -

. [Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954.]

§ 20. Alcoholic Beverages; Mixed Beverage Law;
Regulation; Local Option

Sec. 20. (a) The Legislature shall have the power
to enact a Mixed Beverage Law regulating the sale
of mixed alcoholic beverages on a local option
election basis. The Legislature shall also have the
power to regulate the manufacture, sale, possession
and transportation of intoxicating liquors, including

the power to establish a State Monopoly on the sale

of distilled liquors.

Should the Legislature enact any enabling laws in
anticipation of this amendment, no such law shall be
void by reason of its anticipatory nature.

(b) The Legislature shall enact a law or laws
whereby the qualified voters of any county, justice’s
precinct or incorporated town or city, may, by a
majority vote of those voting, determine from time
to time whether the sale of intoxicating liquors for
beverage purposes shall be prohibited or legalized
within the prescribed limits; and such laws shall
contain provisions for voting on the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors of various types and various alcoholic
content.

(¢) In all counties, justice’s precincts or incorpo-
rated towns or cities wherein the sale of intoxicating
liquors had been prohibited by local option elections
held under the laws of the State of Texas and in
force at the time of the taking effect of Section 20,
Article XVI of the Constitution of Texas, it shall
continue to be unlawful to manufacture, sell, barter
or exchange in any such county, justice’s precinet or
incorporated town or city, any spirituous, vinous or
malt liquors or medicated bitters capable of produc-
ing intoxication or any other intoxicants whatsoever,
for beverage purposes, unless and until a majority of
the qualified voters in such county or political subdi-
vision thereof voting in an election held for such
purpose shall determine such to be lawful; provided
that this subsection shall not prohibit the sale of
alcoholic beverages containing not more than 3.2 per
cent alcohol by weight in cities, counties or political
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subdivisions thereof in which the qualified voters
have voted to legalize such sale under the provisions
of Chapter 116, Acts of the Regular Session of the
43rd Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Aug. 11, 1891, proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1891; May 24, 1919; Aug. 26, 1933; Aug. 24,
1935.]

§ 21. Public Printing and Binding; Repairs and
Furnishings; Contracts

Sec. 21. All stationery, and printing, except
proclamations and such printing as may be done at
the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, paper, and fuel used in
the Legislative and other departments of the
government, except the Judicial Department, shall
be furnished, and the printing and binding of the
laws, journals, and department reports, and all other
printing and binding and the repairing and furnish-
ing the halls and rooms used for the meetings of the
Legislature and its committees, shall be performed
under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible
bidder, below such maximum price, and under such
regulations, as shall be prescribed by law. No mem-
ber or officer of any department of the government
shall be in any way interested in such contracts; and
all such contracts shall be subject to the approval of
the Governor, Secretary of State and Comptroller.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 22. Fence Laws :

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall have the power t
pass such fence laws, applicable to any sub-division
of the State, or counties, as may be needed to meet
the wants of the people.’

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 23. Regulation of Live Stock; Protection of
Stock Raisers; Inspections; Brands

Sec. 23. The Legislature may pass laws for the
regulation of live stock and the protection of stock
raisers in the stock raising portion of the State, and
exempt from the operation of such laws other por-
tions, sections, or counties; and shall have power to
pass general and special laws for the inspection of
cattle, stock and hides and for the regulation of
brands; provided, that any local law thus passed
shall be submitted to the freeholders of the section
to be affected thereby, and approved by them, be-
fore it shall go into effect.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 24. Roads and Bridges

Sec. 24. The Legislature shall make provision for
laying out and working public roads, for the building
of bridges, and for utilizing fines, forfeitures, and
convict labor to all these purposes.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 25. Drawbacks and Rebatement te Carriers,
Shippers, Merchants, Etc.

_ Sec. 25. That all drawbacks and rebatement of
insurance, freight, transportation, carriage, wharf-
age, storage, compressing, baling, repairing, or for
any other kind of labor or service of, or to any
cotton, grain, or any other produce or article of
commerce in this State, paid or allowed or contract-
ed for, to any common carrier, shipper, merchant,
commission merchant, factor, agent, or middleman
of any kind, not the true and absolute owner there-
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of, are forever prohibited, and it shall be the duty of
the Legislature to pass effective laws punishing all
persons in this State who pay, receive or contract
for, or respecting the same.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 26. Homicide; Liability in Damages

Sec. 26. Every person, corporation, or company,
that may commit a homicide, through wilful act, or
omission, or gross neglect, shall be responsible, in
exemplary damages, to the surviving husband, wid-
ow, heirs of his or her body, or such of them as there
may be, without regard to any criminal proceeding
that may or may not be had in relation to the
homicide.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 27. Vacancies filled for Unexpired Term

Sec. 27. In all elections to fill vacancies of office
in 1this State, it shall be to fill the unexpired term
only.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 28. Wages not Subject to Garnishment

Sec. 28. No current wages for personal service
shall ever be subject to garnishment.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 29. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 30. Duration of Offices; Railroad Commission

Sec. 30. The duration of all offices not fixed by
this Constitution shall never exceed two years; pro-
vided, that when a Railroad Commission is created
by law it shall be composed of three Commissioners
who shall be elected by the people at a general
election for State officers, and their terms of office
shall be six years; provided, Railroad Commissioners
first elected after this amendment goes into effect
shall hold office as follows: One shall serve two
years, and one four years, and one six years; their
terms to be decided by lot immediately after they
shall have qualified. And one Railroad Commission-
er shall be elected every two years thereafter. In
case of vacancy in said office the Governor of the
State shall fill said vacancy by appointment until the
next general election.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 6, 1894, proclama-
tion Dec. 21, 1894.]

§ 30-a. Members of Boards; Terms of Office

Sec. 30—a. The Legislature may provide by law
that the members of the Board of Regents of the
State University and boards of trustees or managers
of the educational, eleemosynary, and penal institu-
tions of the State, and such boards as have been, or
may hereafter be established by law, may hold their
respective offices for the term of six (6) years,
one-third of the members of such boards to be
elected or appointed every two (2) years in such
manner as the Legislature may determine; vacan-
cies in such offices to be filled as may be provided by
law, and the Legislature shall enact suitable laws to
give effect to this section.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1912, proclamation, Dec. 30, 1912.]
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§ 30-b. Civil Service Offices; Duration

Sec. 30-b. Wherever by virtue of Statute or
charter provisions appointive offices of any munici-
pality are placed under the terms and provisions of
Civil Service and rules are set up governing appoint-
ment to and removal from such offices, the provi-
sions of Article 16, Section 30, of the Texas Constitu-
tion limiting the duration of all offices not fixed by
the Constitution to two (2) years shall not apply, but
the duration of such offices shall be governed by the
provisions of the Civil Service law or charter provi-
sions applicable thereto.

[Adopted Nov. 5, 1940.]

§ 31. Practitioners of Medicine

_ Sec. 31. The Legislature may pass laws prescrib-
ing the qualifications of practitioners of medicine in
this State, and to punish persons for mal-practice,
but no preference shall ever be given by law to any
schools of medicine. ‘
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 32. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 33. Salary or Compensation Payments to Per-
sons Holding more than one Office

Sec. 33. The accounting officers in this State
shall neither draw nor pay a warrant or check on
funds of the State of Texas, whether in the treasury
or otherwise, to any person for salary or compensa-
tion who holds at the same time more than one civil
office of emolument, in violation of Section 40.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1926; proclama-
tion Jan. 20, 1927; Nov. 8, 1932; Nov. 7, 1972]

§§ 34 to 36. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 37. Liens of Mechanics, Artisans and Material
Men

Sec. 37. Mechanics, artisans and material men,
of every class, shall have a lien upon the buildings
and articles made or repaired by them for the value
of their labor done thereon, or material furnished
therefor; and the Legislature shall provide by law
for the speedy and efficient enforcement of said
iens.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 38. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 39. .Appropriations for Historical Memorials

Sec. 39. The Legislature may, from time to time,
make appropriations for preserving and perpetu-
ating memorials of the history of Texas, by means of
monuments, statues, paintings and documents of
historical value.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 40. Holding more than one Office; Exceptions;
Right to Vote

Sec. 40. No person shall hold or exercise at the
same time, more than one civil office of emolument,
except that of Justice of the Peace, County Commis-
sioner, Notary Public and Postmaster, Officer of the
National Guard, the National Guard Reserve, and
the Officers Reserve Corps of the United States and
enlisted men of the National Guard, the National
Guard Reserve, and the Organized Reserves of the
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United States, and retired officers of the United
States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard, and retired warrant officers, and
retired enlisted men of the United States Armdy, Air
Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and
the officers and directors of soil and water conserva-
tion districts, unless otherwise  specially provided
herein. Provided, that nothing in this Constitution
shall be construed to prohibit an officer or enlisted
man of the National Guard, and the National Guard
Reserve, or an officer in the Officers Reserve Corps
of the United States, or an enlisted man in the
Organized Reserves of the United States, or retired
officers of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy,
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and retired warrant
officers, and retired enlisted men of the United
States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard, and officers of the State soil and water
conservation districts, from holding at the same time
any other office or position of honor, trust or profit,
under this State or the United States, or from
voting at any election, general, special or primary in
this State when otherwise qualified. State em-
ployees or other individuals who receive all or part
of their compensation either directly or indirectly
from funds of the State of Texas and who are not
State officers, shall not be barred from serving as
members of the governing bodies of school districts,
cities, towns, or other local governmental districts;
provided, however, that such State employees or
other individuals shall receive no salary for serving
as members of such governing bodies. It is further
provided that a nonelective State officer may hold
other nonelective offices under the State or the
United States, if the other office is of benefit to the
State of Texas or is required by the State or Federal
law, and there is no conflict with the original office
for which he receives salary or compensation. No
member of the Legislature of this State may hold
any other office or position of profit under this
State, or the United States, except as a notary
public if gualified by law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1926, proclama-
tion Jan. 20, 1927; Nov. 8, 1932; Nov. 7, 1972)]

§ 41. Bribery and Acceptance of Bribes

See. 41. Any person who shall, directly or indi-
rectly, offer, give, or promise, any money or thing of
value, testimonial, privilege or personaY advantage,
to any executive or judicial officer or member of the
Legislature to influence him in the performance of
any of his public or official duties, shall be guilty of
bribery, and be punished in such manner as shall be
provided by law. And any member of the Legisla-
ture or executive or judicial officer who shall solicit,
demand or receive, or consent to receive, directly or
indirectly, for himself, or for another, from any
company, corporation or person, any money, appoint-
ment, employment, testimonial, reward, thing of val-
ue or employment, or of personal advantage or
promise thereof, for his vote or official influence, or
for withholding the same, or with any under-
standing, expressed or implied, that his vote or offi-
cial action shall be in any way influenced thereby, or
who shall solicit, demand and receive any such mon-
ey or other advantage matter or thing aforesaid for
another, as the consideration of his vote or official
influence, in consideration of the payment or prom-
ise of such money, advantage, matter or thing to
another, shall be %eld guilty of bribery, within the
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meaning of the Constitution, and shall incur the
disabilities provided for said offenses, with a forfei-
ture of the office they may hold, and such other
additional punishment as is or shall be provided by
law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 42. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 43. Exemptions from Public Duty or Service

Sec. 48. No man, or set of men, shall ever be
exempted, relieved or discharged, from the perform-
ance of any public duty or service imposed by gener-
al law, by any special law. Exemptions from the
performance of such public duty or service shall only
be made by general law.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876

§ 44. County Treasurer and County Surveyor

Sec. 44. The Legislature shall prescribe the
duties and provide for the election by the qualified
voters of each county in this State, of a County
Treasurer and a County Surveyor, who shall have an
office at the county seat, and hold their office for
four years, and until their successors are qualified;
and shall have such compensation as may be provid-
ed by law. : .

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 2, 1954)

§§ 45, 46. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 47. Conscientious Scruples as to Bearing Arms

Sec. 47. Any person who conscientiously scruples
to bear arms, shall not be compelled to do so, but
shall pay an equivalent for personal service.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 48. Existing Laws to continue in Force

Sec. 48. All laws and parts of laws now in force
in the State of Texas, which are not repugnant to
the Constitution of the United States, or to this
Constitution, shall continue and remain in force as
the laws of this State, until they expire by their own
limitation or shall be amended or repealed by the
Legislature.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.)

§ 49. Pré)t?ction of Personal Property from Forced
ale '

Sec. 49. The Legislature shall have power, and it
shall be its duty, to protect by law from forced sale a
certain portion of the personal property of all heads
of families, and also of unmarried adults, male and
female.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 50. Homestead; Protection from Forced Sale;
Mortgages, Trust Deeds and Liens

Sec. 50. The homestead of a family, or of a sin-
gle adult person, shall be, and is hereby protected
from forced sale, for the payment of all debts except
for the purchase money thereof, or a part of such
purchase money, the taxes due thereon, or for work
and material used in constructing improvements
thereon, and in this last case only when the work
and material are contracted for in writing, with the
consent of both spouses, in the case o% a family
homestead, given in the same manner as is required
in making a sale and conveyance of the homestead;
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nor may the owner or claimant of the property
claimed as homestead, if married, sell or abandon
the homestead without the consent of the other
spouse, given in such manner as may be prescribed
by law. No mortgage, trust deed, or other lien on
the homestead shall ever be valid, except for the
purchase money therefor, or improvements made
thereon, as hereinbefore provided, whether such
mortgage, or trust deed, or other lien, shall have
been created by the owner alone, or together with
his or her spouse, in case the owner is married. All
pretended sales of the homestead involving any con-
dition of defeasance shall be void. This amendment
shall become effective upon its adoption.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 6, 1973.]

§ 51. Amount and Value of Homestead; Uses

Sec. 51. The homestead, not in a town or city,
- shall consist of not more than two hundred acres of
land, which may be in one or more parcels, with the
improvements thereon; the homestead in a city,
town or village, shall consist of lot, or lots, not to
exceed in value Ten Thousand Dollars, at the time of
their designation as the homestead, without refer-
ence to the value of any improvements thereon;
provided, that the same shall be used for the pur-
poses of a home, or as a place to exercise the calling
or business of the homestead claimant, whether a
single adult person, or the head of a family; provid-
ed also, that any temporary renting of the home-
stead shall not change the character of the same,
when no other homestead has been acquired. This
amendment shall become effective upon its adoption.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 3, 1970; Nov. 6,
1973.]

§ 52. Descent and Distribution of Homestead; Re-
strictions on Partition

See. 52. On the death of the husband or wife, or
both, the homestead shall descend and vest in like
manner as other real property of the deceased, and
shall be governed by the same laws of descent and
distribution, but it shall not be partitioned among
the heirs of the deceased during the lifetime of the
surviving husband or wife, or so long as the survivor
may elect to use or occupy the same as a homestead,
or so long as the guardian of the minor children of
the deceased may be permitted, under the order of
the proper court having the jurisdiction, to use and
oceupy the same.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§ 53. Process and Writs not Executed or Returned
at Adoption of Constitution

Sec. 53. That no inconvenience may arise from
the adoption of this Constitution, it is declared that
all-process and writs of all kinds which have been or
may be issued and not returned or executed when
this Constitution is adopted, shall remain valid, and
shall not be, in any way, affected by the adoption of
this Constitution.
[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876.]

§§ 54, 55. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 56. Appropriations for Development and Dissem-
ination of Information concerning Texas
Resources

Sec. 56. The Legislature of the State of Texas
shall have the power to appropriate money and
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establish the procedure necessary to expend such
money for the purpose of developing information
about the historical, natural, agricultural, industrial,
educational, marketing, recreational and living re-
sources of Texas, and for the purpose of informin
persons and corporations of other states throug%
advertising in periodicals having national circulation,
and the dissemination of factual information about
the advantages and economic resources offered by
the State of Texas; providing, however, that neither
the name nor the (;)icture of any living state official
shall ever be used in any of said advertising, and
providing that the Legislature may require that any
sum of money appropriated hereunder shall be
matched by an equal sum paid into the State Trea-
sury from private sources before any of said money
may be expended.

[Adopted Feb. 15, 1876. Amended Nov. 4, 1958.]

§§ 57, 58. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969

§ 59. Conservation and Development of Natural
Resources; Conservation and Reclamation
" Districts

Sec. 59. (a) The conservation and development
of all of the natural resources of this State, includ-
ing the control, storing, preservation and distribu-
tion of its storm and flood waters, the waters of its
rivers and streams, for irrigation, power and all
other useful purposes, the reclamation and irrigation
of its arid, semi-arid and other lands needing irriga-
tion, the reclamation and drainage of its overflowed
lands, and other lands needing drainage, the conser-
vation and development of its forests, water and
hydro-electric power, the navigation of its inland
and coastal waters, and the preservation and conser-
vation of all such natural resources of the State are
each and all hereby declared public rights and
duties; and the Legislature shall pass all such laws
as may be appropriate thereto. ,

(b) There may be created within the State of
Texas, or the State may be divided into, such num-
ber of conservation and reclamation districts as may
be determined to be essential to the accomplishment
of the purposes of this amendment to the constitu-
tion, which districts shall be governmental agencies
and bodies politic and corporate with such powers of
government and with the authority to exercise such
rights, privileges and functions concerning the sub-
ject matter of this amendment as may be conferred
by law.

(c) The Legislature shall authorize all such indebt-
edness as may be necessary to provide all improve-
ments and the maintenance thereof requisite to the
achievement of the purposes of this amendment, and
all such indebtedness may be evidenced by bonds of
such conservation and reclamation districts, to be
issued under such regulations as amy [may] be pre-
scribed by law and shall also, authorize the levy and
collection within such districts of all such taxes,
equitably distributed, as may be necessary for the
payment of the interest and the creation of a sinking
fund for the payment of such bonds; and also for
the maintenance of such districts and improvements,
and such indebtedness shall be a lien upon the pro-
perty assessed for the payment thereof; provided
the Legislature shall not authorize the issuance of
any bonds or provide for any indebtedness against
any reclamation district unless such proposition shall
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first be submitted to the qualified property tax-pay-
ing voters of such district and the proposition adopt-
ed. ‘

(d) No law creating a conservation and reclama-
tion district shall be passed unless notice of the
intention to introduce such a bill setting forth the
general substance of the contemplated law shall
have been published at least thirty (30) days and not
more than ninety (90) days prior to the introduction
thereof in a newspaper or newspapers having gener-
al circulation in the county or counties in which said
district or any part thereof is or will be located and
by delivering a copy of such notice and such bill to
the Governor who shall submit such notice and bill
to the Texas Water Commission, or its successor,
which shall file its recommendation as to such bill
with the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speak-
er of the House of Representatives within thirty (30)
days from date notice was received by the Texas
Water Commission. Such notice and copy of bill
shall also be given of the introduction of any bill
amending a law creating or governing a particular
consgervation and reclamation district if such bill (1)
adds additional land to the district, (2) alters the
taxing authority of the district, (8) alters the author-
ity of the district with respect to the issuance of
bonds, or (4) alters the qualifications or terms of
office of the members of the governing body of the
district.

(e) No law creating a conservation and reclama-
tion district shall be passed unless, at the time notice
of the intention to introduce a bill is published as
provided in Subsection (d) of this section, a copy of
the proposed bill is delivered to the commissioners
court of each county in which said district or any
part thereof is or will be located and to the govern-
ing body of each incorporated city or town in whose
jurisdiction said district or any part thereof is or will

e located. Each such commissioners court and gov-
erning body may file its written consent or opposi-
tion to the creation of the proposed district with the
governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the
house of representatives.  Each special law creating
a conservation and reclamation district shall comply
with the provisions of the general laws then in
effect relating to consent by political subdivisions to
the creation of conservation and reclamation dis-
tricts and to the inclusion of land within the district.
[Adopted Aug. 21, 1917, proclamation Oct. 2, 1917,
Amended Nov. 3, 1964; Nov. 6, 1973.]

§ 60. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1969
§ 61. Compensation of District, County and Pre-
cinct Officers; Salary or Fee Basis; Dispo-

sition of Fees .

Sec. 61. All district officers in the State of Texas
and all county officers in counties having a popula-
tion of twenty thousand (20,000) or more, according
to the then last preceding Federal Census, shall be
compensated on a salary basis. In all counties in
this State, the Commissioners Courts shall be autho-
rized to determine whether precinct officers shall be
compensated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with
the exception that it shall be mandatory upon the
Commissioners Courts, to compensate all justices of
the peace, constables, deputy constables and precinet
law enforcement officers on a salary basis beginning
January 1, 1973; and in counties having a population
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of less than twenty thousand (20,000), according to
the then last preceding Federal Census, the Commis-
sioners Courts shall also have the authority to deter-
mine whether county officers shall be compensated
on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the exception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners
Courts to compensate all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs,
county law enforcement officers including sheriffs
who also perform the duties of assessor and collector
of taxes, and their deputies, on a salary basis begin-
ning January 1, 1949,

All fees earned by district, county and precinet
officers shall be paid into the county treasury where
earned for the account of the proper fund, provided
that fees incurred by the State, county and any
municipality, or in case where a pauper’s oath is
filed sEall be paid into the county treasury when
collected and provided that where any officer is
compensated wholly on a fee basis such fees may be
retained by such officer or paid into the treasury of
the county as the Commissioners Court may direct.
All Notaries Public, county surveyors and public
weighers shall continue to be compensated on a fee
basis.

[Adopted Aug. 24, 1935. Amended Nov. 2, 1948; Nov. 7,
1972.]

§ 62. State and County Retirement, Disability and
Death Compensation Funds

Sec. 62. (a) The Legislature shall have the au-
thority to levy taxes to provide a State Retirement,
Disability and Death Compensation Fund for the
officers and employees of the state, and may make
such reasonable inclusions, exclusions, or classifica-
tions of officers and employees of this state as it
deems advisable. The Legislature may also include
officers and employees of judicial districts of the
state who are or have been compensated in whole or
in ﬁart directly or indirectly by the state, and may
make such other reasonable inclusions, exclusions, or
classification of officers and employees of judicial
districts of this state as it deems advisable. Persons
participating in a retirement system created pur-
suant to Section 1-a of Article V of this Constitution
shall not be eligible to participate in the Fund autho-
rized in this subsection; and persons participating in
a_retirement system created pursuant to Section
48-a of Article IIT of this Constitution shall not be
eligible to participate in the Fund authorized in this
subsection except as permitted by Section 63 of
Article XVI of this Constitution. ~ Provided, how-
ever, any officer or employee of a county as provid-
ed for in Article XVI, Section 62, Subsection (b) of
this Constitution, shall not be eligible to participate
in the Fund authorized in this subsection, except as
otherwise provided herein. The amount contributed
by the state to such Fund shall equal the amount
paid for the same purpose from the income of each
such person, and shall not exceed at any time six per
centum (6%) of the compensation paid to each such
person by the state.

There is hereby created as an agency of the State
of Texas the Employees Retirement System of Tex-
as, the rights of membership in which, the retire-
ment privileges and benefits thereunder, and the
management and operations of which shall be gov-
erned by the provisions herein contained and by
present or hereafter enacted Acts of the Legislature
not inconsistent herewith. The general administra-
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tion and responsibility for the proper operation of
said system are hereby vested in a State Board of
Trustees, to be known as the State Board of Trus-
tees of the Employees Retirement System of Texas,
which Board shall be constituted and shall serve as
may now or hereafter be provided by the Legisla-
ture. Said Board shall exercise such powers as are
herein provided together with such other powers and
duties not inconsistent herewith as may be pre-
scribed by the Legislature. All moneys from what-

ever source coming into the Fund and all other

securities, moneys, and assets of the Employees
Retirement System of Texas shall be administered
by said Board and said Board shall be the trustees
thereof. The Treasurer of the State of Texas shall
be custodian of said moneys and securities. Said
Board is hereby authorized and empowered to ac-
quire, hold, manage, purchase, sell, assign, trade,
.transfer, and dispose of any securities, evidence of
debt, and other investments in which said securities,
moneys, and assets have been or may hereafter be
invested by said Board. Said Board is hereby autho-
rized and empowered to invest and reinvest any of
said moneys, securities, and assets, as well as the
proceeds of any of such investments, in bonds, notes,
or other evidences of indebtedness issued, or as-
sumed or guaranteed in whole or in part, by the
United States or any agency of the United States, or
by the State of Texas, or by any county, city, school
district, municipal corporation, or other political sub-
division of the State of Texas, both general and
special obligations; or in home office facilities to be
used in administering the Employees Retirement
System including land, equipment, and office build-
ing; or in such corporation bonds, notes, other evi-
dences of indebtedness, and corporation stocks, in-
cluding common and preferred stocks, of any corpo-
ration created or existing under the laws of the
United States or of any of the states of the United
States, as said Board may deem to be proper invest-
ments; provided that in making each and all of such
investments said Board shall exercise the judgment
and care under the circumstances then prevailing
which men of ordinary prudence, discretion, and
intelligence exercise in the management of their
own affairs, not in regard to speculation but in
regard to the permanent disposition of their funds,
considering the probable income therefrom as well
as probable safety of their capital; and further
provided, that a sufficient sum shall be kept on hand
to meet payments as they become due each year
under such retirement plan, as may now or hereafter
be provided by law. Unless investments authorized
herein are hereafter further restricted by an Act of
the Legislature, no more than one per cent (1%) of
the book value of the total assets of the Employees
Retirement System shall be invested in the stock of
any one (1) corporation, nor shall more than five per
cent (5%) of the voting stock of any one (1) corpora-~
tion be owned; and provided further, that stocks
eligible for purchase shall be restricted to stocks of
companies incorporated within the United States
which have paid cash dividends for ten (10) consecu-
tive years or longer immediately prior to the date of
purchase and which, except for bank stocks and
insurance stocks, are listed upon an exchange regis-
tered with the Securities and Exchange Commission
or its successors; and provided further, that not less
than twenty-five per cent (25%) at any one time of
the book value of investments of said Fund shall be
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invested in Government and Municipal Securities as
enumerated above. This Amendment shall be self-
enacting and shall become effective immediately
upon its adoption without any enabling legislation.

(b) Each county shall have the right to provide for
and administer a Retirement, Disability and Death
Compensation Fund for the appointive officers and
emgloyees of the county; ﬁ)rovided same is authoriz-
ed by a majority vote of the qualified voters of such
county and after such election has been advertised
by being published in at least one newspaper of
general circulation in said county once each week for
our consecutive weeks; provided that the amount
contributed by the county to such Fund shall equal
the amount paid for the same purpose from the
income of each such person, and shall not exceed at
any time five per centum (5%) of the compensation
paid to each such person by the county, and shall in
no one year exceed the sum of One Hundred and
Eighty Dollars ($180) for any such person.

All funds provided from the compensation of each
such person, or by the county, for such Retirement,
Disability and Death Compensation Fund, as are
received by the county, shall be invested in bonds of
the United States, the State of Texas, or counties or
cities of this State, or in bonds issued by any agency
of the United States Government, the payment of
the principal of and interest on which is guaranteed
by the United States, provided that a sufficient
amount of said funds shall be kept on hand to meet
the immediate payment of the amount likely to
become due each year out of said Fund, such amount
of funds to be kept on hand to be determined by the
agency which may be provided by law to administer
said Fund; and provided that the recipients of bene-
fits from said Fund shall not be eligible for any
other pension retirement funds or dir